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CHAPTER   I. 


♦•  With  other  ministrations  thou,  O  nature  ! 
Healest  thy  wandering  and  distempered  cluld : 
Thou  pourest  on  him  thy  soft  influences, 
Thy  sunny  hues,  fair  forms,  and  breathing  sweets ; 
Thy  melodies  of  woods,  and  winds,  and  waters  ! 
Till  he  relent,  and  can  no  more  endure 
To  be  a  jarring  and  a  dissonant  thing, 
Amid  this  general  dance  and  minstrelsy  :' 
But  bursting  into  tears,  wins  back  his  way, 
His  angry  spirit  healed  and  harmonized 
By  the  benignant  touch  of  love  and  beauty." 

S.  T.  Coleridge. 


It  was  now  that  the  true  enjoyment  of  Ufe 
commenced  with  me.  Time,  the  gentle 
softener  of  all  our  afflictions,  gradually  recon- 
ciled me  to  the  past.    I  was  frequently  in  the 
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society  of  her  majesty,  and  the  constant 
companion  of  Lord  Newton  during  his  leisure 
hours.  The  court  was  in  a  state  of  progres- 
sive, though  slow  improvement ;  every  one 
found,  that  to  secure  royal  favour,  they  must 
•  prove  themselves  worthy  of  it. 

The  first  time  that  I  found  myself  alone 
with  Lord  Newton,  I  made  particular  in- 
quiries into  the  condition  of  the  prisoners, 
Susan  and  William  Bertrand. 

"  They  have  been  the  source  of  the 
greatest  anxiety  to  the  queen,"  replied  Lord 
Newton,  '^  and  a  less  ardent  philanthropist 
had  soon  relinquished  the  cause  as  hopeless  ; 
but  her  majesty  now  considers  herself  well 
repaid  for  her  sleepless  nights  and  watchful 
days.  The  old  woman  died  during  the 
second  winter ;  her  last  breath  passed  away 
whilst  she  was  reiterating  her  thanks  for  the 
mercy  extended  towards  herself  and  her  son, 
and  imploring  every  blessing  of  heaven  for 
the  queen." 
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"  But  the  case  of  the  man,"  continued 
Lord  Newton, ''  has  been  the  most  interesting, 
and  affords  the  strongest  proofs  of  the  plausi- 
bility of  the  queen's  system  for  reclaiming 
criminals,  by  administering  the  gentlest  pu- 
nishment, and  inflicting  the  least  possible 
torture." 

^^  In  what  way,  my  lord/^  I  inquired,  "  did 
he  first  evince  signs  of  amendment  ? " 

"  I  wdll  tell  you,"  said  Lord  Newton, 
"  vou  have  o^ood  cause  to  remember  that  this 
man  was  one  of  the  most  hardened  in  his 
crimes,  and  the  most  reckless  of  conse- 
quences." 

"  I  do  remember  it  full  well,  my  lord," 
I  returned,  '^  and  I  have  also  known  from 
your  communications  with  Lord  Wickliffe, 
that  through  the  first  winter  after  her  majesty 
had  placed  them  in  their  tranquil  abode,  he 
wore  all  the  moroseness,  if  not  ferocity,  of  his 
former  self." 
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*'  Truly,  he  did,"  rejoined  Lord  Newton, 
"  there  was  a  sullen  apathy  in  his  aspect  that 
foreboded  nothing  but  a  stubborn  unyielding 
perseverance  in  the  path  of  vice,  should  he 
ever  again  possess  the  power  of  perpetrating 
crime,  that  was  most  discouraging  to  the 
queen.  But  when  the  spring  returned ;  when 
the  human  heart,  if  left  to  itself,  expands  like 
all  else  in  nature  to  receive  the  genial  influence 
of  that  season  of  the  year^  even  his  was 
touched,  perhaps  in  opposition  to  his  own 
will,  or  so  gentle  and  so  imperceptible  the 
change  might  have  been,  that  by  himself  it 
was  neither  seen  nor  felt.  But  by  her  who, 
with  more  that  is  divine  than  human  in  her 
nature,  could  forsake  her  gay  companions 
and  flattering  admirers,  and  the  fairy-like 
enchantment  that  attended  her  elsewhere,  to 
watch  with  her  aged  companion  that  solitary 
being,  hour  after  hour,  from  yon  lone  turret, 
almost   obscured  by  the  foliage  which  sur- 
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rounds  it,  the  first  slight  step  in  that  man's 
misguided  mind  from  the  path  of  vice  to  that 
of  virtue  could  not  be  mistaken. 

"  I  remember  the  moment  well/'  continued 
Lord  Newton,  "  it  was  a  beautiful,  a  poetic 
vision  that  can  never  pass  from  me.  Yet 
those  only  who  can  comprehend  the  depths 
of  a  contemplative  mind  would  duly  appre- 
ciate the  circumstance.  There  is  little  to 
describe,  for  to  the  eye  of  a  careless  observer 
it  was  simple  and  scarcely  worthy  of  notice ; 
but  to  those  who  study  the  laws  and  opera- 
tions of  nature,  it  was  sublime  and  beautiful. 
I  attended  the  queen  as  usual  to  the  observa- 
tory, from  which  we  can  see  clearly  every 
object  in  the  cottage-garden,  and  likewise 
hear  every  word  that  is  spoken  in  a  moderate 
tone.  The  queen's  attention  was  attracted 
towards  an  early  rose-tree  (which  she  had 
purposely  caused  to  be  planted  close  to  the 
door  of  the  dwelling)  just  ready  to  burst  into 
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full  bloom.  The  ground  intended  for  a 
garden  was  still  wild  and  uncultivated. 

"  An  unusual  tone  of  despondency  per- 
vaded the  mind  of  the  queen  that  morning. 
'  Alas  !'  she  observed  to  me,  '  all  is  alike  vain 
and  fruitless;  the  hardened  heart  of  that 
morose  man,  I  fear  me,  will  go  down  with 
him  into  the  grave,  untouched  by  the  gentle- 
ness and  mercy  of  his  fellow- creatures  towards 
him.' 

"  Scarcely  had  she  uttered  these  words, 
when  the  man  came  forth  from  the  cottage, 
with  his  arms  in  their  customary  position, 
folded  across  his  chest,  and  his  brow  lowered. 
He  walked  once  round  the  small  enclosure, 
and  then  halted  before  the  rose-tree,  that  was 
just  sending  forth  its  blushing  buds  to  greet 
him  in  his  loneliness.  He  stood  gazing 
intently  upon  it  for  some  minutes,  and  then 
raised  his  eyes,  which  we  had  never  observed 
him  to  do  from  the  time  of  his  imprisonment. 
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and  looked  with  evident  pleasure  upon  the 
flower}^  shrubs  and  trees  which  overhung  the 
garden-wall,  and  from  them  to  the  clear  blue 
sky  above  him.  The  queen's  bright  face 
became  brighter  than  I  can  well  describe,  on 
observing  that  the  beauties  of  nature  had  at 
length  found  their  way  to  the  heart  of  this 
obdurate  man,  and  she  returned  to  the  palace 
with  all  her  hopes  revived. 

"  The  next  day  she  was  earlier  than  she 
was  wont  to  be  at  the  observatory',  and  had 
the  satisfaction,  on  looking  down  into  the 
cottage  garden,  to  see  Bertrand  already 
there,  carefully  picking  the  few  blighted 
leaves  from  the  rose-tree,  and  training  the 
young  shoots  up  the  wall  of  the  cottage. 
In  a  week  from  this  time,  we  saw  him  with 
the  spade,  and  the  rake,  and  the  hoe,  digging 
and  forming  the  waste  ground  into  a  garden, 
with  no  small  display  of  taste  in  the  arrange- 
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ment  of  the  beds.  This  aflforded  us  renewed 
conviction,  that  the  sullen  moodiness  of  his 
mind  was  giving  way. 

"  The  queen  now  repeated  her  watchful 
visits  more  frequently  than  hitherto,  and  had 
the  gratification  to  find,  that  he  did  not 
relapse  into  his  former  state,  but  made 
regular  and  unwearied  progress  in  the  work, 
until  the  whole  was  completed ;  when  a  slip 
of  i:)aper5  worded  with  humility,  was  lowered 
in  the  basket,  in  which  their  simple  meal 
had  been  conveyed  to  them,  requesting  seeds 
and  plants.  This  request  was  immediately 
granted,  and  before  the  summer  was  far 
advanced,  the  queen  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  this  plot  of  ground  more  fruitful  and 
flowery  than  could  have  been  anticipated, 
affording  ample  proof  of  the  constant  care 
and  industry  that  was  bestowed  upon  it; 
and  she  expressed  her  belief,  that,  whilst  the 
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hands  of  the  murderer  had  been  thus 
employed,  his  heart  and  mind  must  have 
undergone  some  improvement 

"  One  day  we  saw  him,  after  looking 
around  his  flower  beds  with  self-satisfaction, 
go  into  the  cottage  and  bring  out  his  aged 
mother  supported  on  his  arm ;  he  pointed 
out  several  things  to  her,  on  which  she  made 
some  observation  that  was  inaudible,  and  to 
which  he  replied,  '  Aye,  but  I  am  still  a 
prisoner.' 

"  From  the  ver)^  hour,"  continued  Lord 
Newton,  ^^  in  which  he  had  recourse  to  em- 
ployment, we  have  never  looked  upon  him, 
but  with  the  hope,  that  the  mild  punishment 
has  been  judiciously  administered,  and  has 
had  a  salutary  effect. 

"  But  it  must  be  difficult,  my  lord,"  I 
observ^ed,  "  to  form  a  correct  opinion  as  to 
the  effect  it  has  been  upon  him,  unless  he 
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were  again  turned  loose  into  the  world,  and 
had  again  to  encounter  the  difficulties  of 
obtaining  an  honest  livelihood." 

"  Assuredly/'  returned  Lord  Newton, 
"  it  is  impossible  to  speak  with  certainty  ; 
many,  perhaps,  would  deem  that  there  were 
no  glimmering  of  hope  for  penitence,  since 
there  has  been  no  canting  confession  of  it ; 
but  to  those  who  have  observed  him 
narrowly,  there  has  long  been  an  air  of 
humility,  a  softening  of  those  stern  features, 
as  though  the  heart  had  oft-times,  of  late, 
expanded  with  the  true  spirit  of  prayer  and 
thankfulness ;  and  in  proportion  as  it  felt 
more  at  peace  with  itself,  so  it  has  shed  a 
tone  of  mildness  and  softness  over  the 
countenance. 

'^  Since  the  death  of  the  old  woman,  there 
has  been  a  sadness  and  melancholy,  at  times 
a  kind  of  restlessness,  which  told  us  that 
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solitude  ^vas  irksome  to  him,  and  that  he 
panted  for  that  freedom  which  is  dear  aUke 
to  man  and  beast. 

"  He  has  lately  made  the  most  solicitous 
inquiries  about  his  son,  and  when  he  could 
hear  no  tidings  of  him,  for  we  have  been 
unable  to  trace  him,  he  expressed  the  greatest 
anxiety,  lest,  by  the  rough  usage  of  the 
world,  he  should  be  urged  on  to  the  com- 
mittal of  crime." 

I  now  informed  Lord  Newton  of  my 
discovery  of  the  robber's  son,  and  told  him, 
that  he  had  been  under  my  protection 
almost  from  the  time  that  the  father  was 
taken  under  the  queen's  care  —  that  he  had 
been  to  England  and  returned  with  me,  and 
had  proved  himself  a  most  faithful  little 
servant. 

"  You  surprise  me,"  returned  Lord 
Newton,  '^*  under  your  protection  !  the  venr' 
man  who  has  suifered  most  from  the  crimes 
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of  his  father  !  Is  it  possible  that  you  have 
fostered  the  son,  and  screened  him  from 
temptation  to  vice  ? " 

"  Even  so,  my  lord,"  I  replied. 

"  I  esteem  you  for  your  conduct,"  said 
Lord  Newton,  '*  but  from  my  knowledge  of 
the  world  in  general,  I  could  have  yielded 
more  ready  credence  to  the  assertion,  that 
you  knew  him  to  be  one  amongst  our 
numerous  juvenile  prisoners  ;  who,  through 
the  uncharitableness  of  the  people  at  large, 
and  the  injudicious  and  indiscriminating 
mode  of  administering  punishment,  are  being 
most  carefully  trained  for  the  gallows ;  or, 
what  is  worse  still,  as  far  as  society  is 
concerned,  for  the  peopling  a  fine  colony 
with  a  race  of  beings  in  whom  vice  vdW 
hereafter  be  so  inherent,  that  they  will 
almost  cease  to  be  human  ;  and  who,  from 
generation  to  generation,  will  transmit 
nothing    but     villainy    to    their    posterity. 
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My  Lord  Ravensbourne,  I  respect,  I  admire 
this  noble  and  generous  spirit  in  you ;  would 
to  God  others  would  do  likewise — but  the 
majority,  even  of  those  who  boast  of  their 
charitable  feehngs,  would  as  soon  have 
thought  of  taking  a  nursling  from  the  nest  of 
a  scorpion,  as  to  have  afforded  shelter  to  the 
unfortunate  child." 

"  Indeed,  my  lord,"  I  rejoined,  "  I  do 
not  consider,  that  in  my  conduct  towards 
the  boy,  I  have  performed  more  than  ab- 
solute duty  required  of  me." 

"You  have  had  so  lonsc  trial  of  the  bov's 
character  and  disposition,"  resumed  Lord 
Newton,  "  that  you  would  not  perhaps  fear 
the  father  seeing  him  occasionally." 

"  Most  certainly  not,  my  lord,''  I  replied, 
"  I  have  had  so  many  proofs  of  his  integrity 
and  gratitude,  and  affection  towards  me,  that 
were  that  father  as  depraved  as  ever,  I  would 
trust  him  in   his  company,  and  fear  no  im- 

VOL.    II.  c 
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pression  that  he  could  make ;  with  the  boy, 
virtue  and  all  the  best  feelings  of  our  nature 
have  now  flowed  too  long  in  the  same  clear 
deep  channel  for  vice  to  turn  the  stream  far 
out  of  its  course. 

At  Lord  Newton's  request,  I  related  to 
him  the  condition  and  circumstances  in 
which  I  found  the  boy,  and  communicated  to 
him  his  simple  history. 

This  was  afterwards  repeated  to  her 
majesty  by  Lord  Newton.  The  queen  gave 
permission  the  following  day  for  Robert  to 
be  admitted  to  see  the  prisoner.  She  was 
glad  to  avail  herself  of  this  opportunity  to 
learn  the  undisguised  feelings  of  Bertrand 
from  his  own  lips.  She  imagined  that  the 
reception  which  he  gave  the  child,  and  the 
language  which  he  addressed  to  him  would 
elicit  the  truth  more  clearly  than  any  other 
method  which  they  could  employ  to  obtain  it. 

Bertrand  was  told  of  the  discovery  of  his 
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son,  and  of  the  hour  for  the  interview.  At 
the  stated  time,  the  queen  and  Lord  Newton 
were  in  the  observatory,  which  had  been  pur- 
posely constructed  to  look  like  an  old  turret 
faUing  into  decay  and  apparently  difficult  of 
access,  and  so  entirely  encircled  with  ivy, 
that  no  human  eye  could  penetrate  it,  unless 
from  the  inner  side;  so  that  Bertrand  never 
deemed  that  her  majesty  and  her  venerable 
minister  ofttimes  looked  down  upon  him  in 
watchful  solicitude  from  this  lone  place ;  he 
regarded  it,  as  would  any  other  casual  ob- 
server, as  a  roosting-place  for  bats  and  owls 
or  for  birds  to  build  their  nests  in. 

x\t  the  appointed  time,  Robert  arrived  at 
the  outer  wall  of  his  father's  prison-house. 
The  gate  that  had  so  long  been  closed,  grated 
on  its  hinges  to  admit  him. 

The  queen  bent  forward,  held  the  thick 
foHage  aside,  and  saw  the  murderer  advance 
and  clasp  his  son  to  his  bosom.  She  thought, 

c  2 
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too,  that  she  could  see  tears  trickling  down 
his  care-worn  visage,  but  of  this  she  could 
not  be  certain.  She  listened  attentively  to 
hear  the  words  which  they  addressed  to  each 
other,  but  this  proved  unavailing.  The  man 
led  Robert  round  the  garden,  and  talked  to 
him  in  short  interrupted  sentences,  in  so 
low  a  voice,  that  not  one  word  could  be  over- 
heard. 

The  queen  was  much  disappointed;  she 
would  not  allow  the  boy  to  be  questioned, 
but  gave  him  permission  to  see  his  father 
once  a  week,  and  to  spend  an  hour  with 
him  each  time;  and  for  many  weeks  her 
majesty  was  an  unwearied,  but  disappointed, 
listener. 

At  length,  when  subjects  of  the  deepest 
interest  for  conversation  seemed  to  have 
exhausted  themselves  with  both  father  and 
son,  and  they  were  walking  one  day  when 
Robert  paid  his  accustomed  visit,  not  side  by 
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side  as  they  generally  did,  in  low  and  earnest 
talk,  but  Robert  on  one  side  of  the  garden, 
and  Bertrand  on  the  other,  pacing  it  idly  along 
with  his  hands  behind  him ;  the  boy  after 
examining  some  plants  attentively,  which  his 
father  had  reared,  called  out  audibly,  "  it  was 
very  good  of  the  queen,  father,  to  allow  you 
this  piece  of  ground.  I  should  think  you 
must  be  quite  happy  here  with  no  cares  and 
nothing  to  think  about." 

"  It  was,  indeed,  very  kind  of  her 
majesty,"  said  the  man  in  an  animated  voice, 
"  I  did  not  deserve  so  much  considerate 
care.  She  has  done  more  good  than  she 
perhaps  anticipated,  by  providing  this  enjoy- 
ment for  me  in  my  solitude  ;  but  for  this  bit 
of  ground,  I  believe  I  should  long  ere  this 
have  beaten  out  my  brains  against  the  wall. 
She  has  spared  my  life  twice,,  and  has  made 
me  a  better,  though  not  a  happy  man  ;  nay, 
boy,  cast  not  so  unbelieving  a  look  upon  me, 

c  3 
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it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  man  to  be  happy  if 
deprived  of  his  freedom ;  but,  begone  urchin, 
your  time  is  up,  learn  not  to  transgress  the 
commands  of  others  so  long  as  you  receive 
kindness  at  their  hands." 

The  boy  obeyed  his  father's  mandate  with 
cheerful  haste,  but  not  until  he  had  given  all 
the  encouragement  to  the  prisoner  that  he 
was  master  of,  to  hope  that  one  day  or 
other  he  would  be  allowed  to  rejoice  in  his 
liberty. 

"  Thank  God,"  exclaimed  the  queen,  as 
the  sentinel  closed  the  well-barred  gate  after 
the  boy ;  "  we  have  had  evidence  enough 
this  morning,  that  success  has  attended  our 
scheme,  that  our  plan  has  been  no  chimera 
of  the  imagination,  but  a  rational  method  of 
subduing  the  evil  passions  of  our  fellow- 
creatures. 

**  It  is  seldom,  my  lady,''  returned  Lord 
Newton,  **  that  a  virtuous  eflfort  so  steadily 
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persevered  in  is  ultimately  frustrated;  but 
this  resultj  I  own,  is  more  than  my  most 
sanguine  hopes  led  me  to  anticipate/^ 

"  Fear  has  ofttimes  striven  to  gain  the 
mastery  over  hope  in  my  mind  with  regard 
to  this  apparently-incorrigible  man ;"  said 
the  queen,  ^^  let  us  to  the  palace,  my  lord, 
there  are  one  or  two  there  as  solicitous  as 
ourselves  for  the  welfare  of  every  fellow- 
creature,  be  his  crimes  ever  so  great,  who 
will  listen  to  our  communications  with 
heartfelt  pleasure. 

"  How  unconscious,  my  lord,"  continued 
the  queen,  as  she  descended  the  narrow  steps 
of  access  to  her  tower  of  concealment,  "  is 
that  lone  man,  of  the  joy  which  he  has  kindled 
in  the  breast  of  his  sovereign,  by  the  few 
words  he  addressed  to  his  son  this  morning. 
The  simple  confession  to  that  child,  that 
*  he  is  a  better  man,*  was  more  acceptable  to 
me   than   the    most    lavish    expressions    of 
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penitence  would  have  been  at  the  foot  of  my 
throne. 

''  Happy,  I  would  not  that  he  should  be^ 
until  he  is  again  restored  to  freedom." 

With  a  serene  contented  countenance, 
the  queen  now  walked  beside  her  aged 
minister,  through  winding  shrubberies,  and 
across  flowery  lawns,  towards  the  palace,  and 
being  but  a  few  paces  from  them  when  they 
ascended  the  noble  flight  of  steps  leading  up 
to  the  principal  entrance,  I  overheard  her 
majesty  say  — "  Impossible,  my  lord,  none 
of  our  christian  subjects  can  ofi'er  a  word  in 
opposition." 
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CHAPTER  II. 


"  Gk)d  the  first  garden  made,  and  the  first  city,  Cain." 

"  Oh  blessed  shades  !  O  gentle  cool  retreat 

From  all  th'  immoderate  Heat, 
In  which  the  frantick  World  does  Bum  and  Sweat 
This  does  the  Lion-Star,  ambition's  rage; 
This  avarice,  the  Dog-stars  Thirst  asswage ; 
Every  where  else  their  fatal  power  we  see. 
They  make  and  rule  Man's  wretched  Destiny : 

They  neither  Set,  nor  Disappear, 

But  tyrannize  o're  aU  the  year ; 
Whilst  we  ne're  feel  their  Flame  or  Influence  here. 
The  Birds  that  dance  from  Bough  to  Bough, 
I  And  sing  above  in  every  Tree, 

Are  not  from  Fears  and  Cares  more  free, 
Then  we  who  Lie,  or  Sit,  or  Walk  below, 

And  should  by  right  be  Singers  too." 

COWIKY. 


Time  passed  on  eventfully  with  the  busy 
multitudes^  but  with  me  far  otherwise.  The 
vast  improvements  in  commerce,  manu- 
factures, and  all  intellectual  pursuits,  of  a 
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people,  whose  monarch  offered  them  every 
encouragement,  were  unlimited,  and  almost 
surpassed  belief.  But  I  played  no  active 
part  in  the  ever-varying  scenes  of  life ;  living 
as  secluded  as  the  appointment  which  I  held 
would  permit,  I  was  a  constant  observer  of 
the  actions  of  men  and  the  state  of  society, 
but  remained  almost  unobserved  myself.  To 
me,  life  was  one  continuous  reverie,  and  no 
unpleasing  one.  I  drank  in  large  draughts 
of  contemplation  from  all  that  was  passing 
around  me,  and  no  sculptor  ever  chiselled 
out  a  favourite  object,  and  gazed  upon 
the  well-turned  limbs  and  fine  features 
as  they  grew,  by  slow  degrees,  out  of  the 
solid  marble  mass,  under  the  influence  of 
his  skilful  hand,  with  more  ardent  admiration 
than  did  I  upon  the  unfolding  of  the  human 
intellect,  as  it  daily  developed  itself  in  the 
queen. 

Frequently  have   I   thrown  myself  down 
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on  a  sunny  bank  to  ruminate  on  the  cha- 
racter of  this  superior  woman — gazing,  with 
my  mind's  eye,  on  her  beneficent  features  — 
calculating  the  span  of  her  existence,  and 
the  probable  benefit  which  her  reign  might 
produce  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  for,  inde- 
pendently of  all  great  and  remarkable  events, 
which  might,  during  a  long  life  of  strenuous 
exertion,  originate  with  her,  the  bright 
examples  of  her  private  life  were  such  as  to 
have  beneficial  effects  upon  her  subjects. 
During  these  seasons  of  reflection,  most 
earnestly  have  I  desired  to  penetrate  the 
obscurity  with  which  the  future  is  veiled,  in 
order  that  I  might  have  all  her  actions,  with 
their  results,  and  with  all  their  colouring,  as 
clearly  displayed  to  my  view  as  the  glowing 
landscape  before  me. 

I  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
language  of  her  heart  when  I  first  beheld 
her ;    I  had  had  her  frequent  conversations 
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with  Lord  Newton  repeated  to  me  word  for 
word — I  had  seen  the  wisdom  which  she 
had  exercised  in  the  case  of  the  criminal, 
Bertrand  —  I  had  observed  the  virtuous 
integrity  of  her  demeanour  on  all  occasions, 
and  her  gentle  though  dignified  manners  to 
those  who  surrounded  her  person,  and  how 
could  I  do  other  than  regard  her  with 
veneration  ? 

It  was  after  indulging  in  such  meditations, 
that  I  one  evening  ordered  my  horse,  and 
according  to  my  frequent  custom,  sallied  forth 
alone.  It  will  eventually  be  seen,  that  the 
queen's  attention  was  some  time  subsequently 
directed  towards  an  object  which  greatly 
engrossed  mine  during  this  evening's  ride ; 
and  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  if  I  now  intro- 
duce that  object  to  my  readers. 

It  had  always  been  disagreeable  and  con- 
temptible to  me  to  have  a  serving-man 
mounted    behind     me,    aping    my    actions, 
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following  my  steps,  and  curbing  my  thoughts, 
as  surely  as  he  curbed  his  steed  or  spurred 
him  onward.  Indeed,  such  was  the  effect 
which  the  attendance  of  a  lacquey  always  had 
upon  me,  and  of  which  I  could  not  divest 
myself,  that  at  however  respectful  distance 
he  might  keep,  I  still  felt  that  I  was  not 
alone.  The  timid  vagaries  of  imagination 
would  flee  away  from  the  fertile  brain,  fearful 
of  the  possibility  of  observation ;  and  the 
more  sedate  sisterhood  of  meditation  were 
more  confused  and  disturbed  than  they  had 
been  in  the  midst  of  a  busy  crowd  ;  so  that, 
out  of  pure  affectionate  regard  for  them,  and 
respect  for  myself,  I  took  my  way  this  evening 
as  usual  in  sohtary  loneUness ;  turned  my 
horse's  head  to  avoid  the  town  ;  gave  him 
the  reins  ;  and  in  a  slow  and  gentle  walk 
allowed  him  to  carry  me  whithersoever  he 
listed,  whilst  I  indulged  to  the  full  my  admira- 
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tion  and  love  of  nature,  as  she  revelled  in  all 
the  rich  effulgence  of  a  summer's  sunset. 

My  horse  paced  on,  apparently  as  list- 
less as  his  master,  and  bore  me  along  an  oft- 
frequented  lane,  which  led  to  an  adjacent 
village.  This  village  was  small,  but  very 
picturesque;  and  at  sunset  the  effect  was 
imposing,  when  its  low  and  humble  dwellings, 
with  their  thatched  roofs,  and  the  simple 
unpretending  little  church,  were  gilded  with 
the  sun's  last  rays. 

There  is  a  peaceful  simplicity,  a  deep 
sublimity,  about  a  country  village  on  a  calm 
bright  summer's  evening,  that  can  be  better 
understood  than  described ;  words  are  not 
equal  to  the  task,  neither  is  the  skill  of  the 
painter.  The  eye  rests  upon  beauties  beyond 
the  power  of  man  to  imitate ;  and  the  heart 
acknowledges  the  softening  influence  of  some 
power  it  is  alike  unable  to  define  or  to 
resist. 
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Who  that  has  looked  upon  scenery  of 
this  description  has  not  been  sensible  of 
melody,  and  the  spirit  of  poetry  kindhng 
within  him  and  subduing  his  grosser  feelings, 
making  him  likewise  conscious  of  how  pure  a 
creature  he  should  be  to  form  a  part — the 
noblest  part  of  so  beautiful  a  creation. 

Such  feehngs  the  \dllage  of was  well 

calculated  to  inspire.  The  pretty  cottages, 
with  their  cheerful  well-filled  gardens,  faced 
the  west,  standing  upon  the  rise  of  a  gentle 
hill ;  behind  them  waved  the  thick  foliage  of 
an  extensive  w^ood,  which  was  bounded  on  its 
northern  extremity  by  a  fine  stream  of  water, 
sufficiently  within  reach  of  the  eye  on 
entering  the  village  in  the  opposite  direction, 
to  complete  the  beauty  of  the  landscape ; 
whilst  westward,  the  eye  of  the  traveller  rested 
upon  a  fruitful  diversified  valley,  stretching 
as  far  away  as  the  eye  could  reach. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  last  of  these 
D  2 
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cottages  had  frequently  attracted  my  notice, 
and  I  never  passed  by  that  cottage  without 
turning  to  look  upon  their  familiar  faces. 
The  family  consisted  of  a  man,  his  wife,  and 
an  only  child,  a  daughter. 

The  first  cause  of  my  singling  them  out 
from  their  neighbours  was  the  particular 
neatness  and  cleanliness  of  their  dress,  their 
perfect  retirement  (for  there  were  never  any 
evening  gossips  hanging  over  their  low  paling, 
which  was  always  the  case  with  the  rest  of 
the  rustic  community),  and  their  industrious 
habits  ;  the  man,  whenever  1  chanced  to  pass 
that  way,  being  busily  employed  in  his  garden, 
and  the  wife  ever  at  his  side  with  her  knitting 
or  sewing  in  her  hand. 

On  the  evening  to  which  I  now  allude, 
they  appeared  to  me  more  interesting  than 
ever,  they  seemed  to  lend  their  aid  to  render 
the  lovely  scenery  around  me  yet  more  pic- 
turesque and  fascinating;   there  was  an  air 
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about  them  that  bespoke  their  mutual  tender- 
ness for  one  another,  and  indicated  that  that 
humble  roof,  and  the  small  portion  of  ground 
enclosed  around  it,  were  all  the  ^yorld  to 
them,  and  that  they  had  httle  or  nothing  to 
do  with  the  busy  haunts  of  man,  where  the 
seeds  of  env}^  and  avarice  are  carefully  and 
deeply  sown ;  where  men  are  ever  striving 
against  their  fellow-men,  and  grapphng 
eagerly  for  the  largest  proportion  of  all  the 
good  things  of  this  life,  hke  so  many  hungry 
wolves. 

Their  very  demeanour  told  me  that  they 
in  their  retirement  were  experiencing  the 
purest  and  the  fullest  enjoyment  of  life,  and 
were  almost  as  free  from  vice  as  the  more 
inanimate  objects  which  surrounded  them  in 
rich  and  luxuriant  beauty. 

But  what  charmed  me  most  of  all,  was 
she  who  completed  the  family  group,  the 
little  curly-headed  girl,  who — with  the  eyes  of 
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the  gazelle,  seemed  to  inherit  the  natural 
wildness  and  docility  of  that  animal — now 
weeding  beside  her  delighted  father,  now 
sporting  with  the  dog,  or  chasing  a  playful 
kitten  as  with  squirrel-like  agihty  it  frolicked 
up  and  down  the  trees,  or  bounded  along  the 
path,  and  ever  anon  running  up  to  her  mother 
(whom  she  as  nearly  resembled  in  feature,  as 
early  youth  well  may  middle  age),  catching 
hold  of  her  apron  with  both  hands,  tossing  her 
head  back  to  shake  the  clustering  ringlets 
from  her  forehead,  and  then  looking  into  that 
mother's  face  with  all  the  undisguised  in- 
genuous fondness  of  childhood  ;  but  pleasing 
as  it  was,  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the 
tenderness,  the  soul-speaking  language  that 
beamed  through  the  countenance  of  the 
mother  as  she  gazed  upon  her  beautiful  child. 
I  loitered  on  my  way,  and  kept  them  some 
time  in  the  perspective  ;  I  did  not  like  part- 
ing with  so  delightful  a  picture,  yet,  I  little 
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deemed  at  that  moment  when  I  looked  with 
so  much  heartfelt  satisfaction  upon  them, 
that  they  would  at  some  future  period  excite 
the  most  painful  feelings  in  my  bosom,  and 
cause  me  to  apply  to  the  queen  on  their 
behalf. 

As  I  passed  close  in  front  of  the  cottage, 
I  learned  the  names  of  the  party.  The  man 
was  employed  in  training  a  fine  honey-suckle 
over  the  rude  palings  which  encircled  the 
cottage,  the  blooming  child  had  just  run 
gaily  up  to  him  and  catching  up  the  shreds 
with  which  he  was  binding  the  fragrant 
flower  in  such  directions  as  he  wished  it  to 
take,  was  now  handing  them  to  him  one  by 
one.  The  wife  and  mother  had  removed  to 
some  Uttle  distance ;  her  attention  I  observed 
was  rivetted  upon  a  young  apple-tree  which 
stood  in  the  centre  of  the  garden,  and  pre- 
sently she  called  out  to  her  husband,  address- 
ing   him    in   her   earnestness    first    by   his 
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surname,  and  then  by  his  christian  name, 
"  Burnes — WilHam  —  this  apple-tree  which 
you  planted  on  our  little  Alice's  birth-day,  I 
fear,  is  touched  by  the  canker." 

"  Nay,  I  hope  not,^'  returned  Burnes,  in  a 
kindly,  though,  rather  gruff  voice,  at  the  same 
time  leaving  the  work  he  was  employed  in 
and  advancing  towards  her.  Mrs.  Burnes 
now  pointed  out  to  him  the  symptoms  of 
disease  which  she  had  discovered  upon  their 
favourite  fruit-tree,  and  after  a  careful  exami- 
nation, Burnes  replied  —  "  It  is  but  too  true, 
wife,  this  should  not  be ;  if  our  child  were 
away  from  us,  we  might,  perhaps,  in  our 
great  anxiety,  be  superstitious  enough  to 
regard  it  as  an  ill-omen  of  early  death,  or  of 
some  impending  evil  to  our  darling,  beyond 
our  power  to  avert ;  but  hither  she  comes 
bounding  towards  us  like  a  young  roe,  with 
bloom  upon  her  cheeks,  and  laughter  in  her 
eye,  and  so  without  making   ourselves  un- 
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happy  about  it,  we  will  e'en  cut  down  her 
unpromising  tree,  and  her  own  hands  shall 
help  me  to  plant  another  in  its  place." 

^^  The  gossips  in  the  village  would  say 
you  did  wrong,  Burnes,'^  returned  his  wife, 
"  I  know  they  would  tell  you  that  by  cutting 
down  the  tree  you  would  but  hasten  any 
future  misfortune  which  may  hang  over  the 
head  of  our  innocent  Alice. '^ 

"  God  forbid,  that  any  ill  should  at  any 
time  befall  her,"  replied  the  father. 

"  But  I  feel  a  strange  forewarning  that 
all  will  not  be  well,"  returned  Mrs.  Burnes, 
'^  my  mind  is  not  quite  at  ease,  that  this  tree 
which  we  have  nursed  with  so  much  care 
should  suddenly  decay  in  its  youth.  Think 
about  it  for  a  day  or  two,  William,"  she 
added,  "  before  you  cut  it  down,  and  try 
whether  something  may  not  be  done  to 
restore  it  to  health.'^ 

Burnes    seemed   scarcely  willing   to  give 
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ear  to  the  superstitious  fears  of  his  wife,  yet 
the  countenances  of  both  were  sadder  than 
they  had  been  before  noticing  the  tree ;  he 
returned  to  his  employment  with  thought- 
fulness  stamped  upon  his  brow,  leading  the 
the  little  Alice  gently  along  by  the  hand,  that 
she  might  renew  her  occupation  by  his  side, 
and  his  wife  silently  and  sorrowfully  followed 
them. 

Intent  upon  their  own  employments,  and 
engrossed  by  their  own  feelings,  they  were 
not  conscious  of  my  inquisitive  observation 
of  them.  I  now  passed  on  more  rapidly,  and 
made  my  circuit  through  the  wood  towards 
home. 

Whether  Burnes  tried  any  experiments 
for  the  restoration  of  the  apple-tree  to  sound- 
ness and  to  health,  I  never  heard,  or  how  he 
overcame  the  scruples  of  his  wife  to  have  it 
cut  down,  I  know  not,  but  when  I  again 
passed    through    the   village,   the   tree  was 


OR,    ISLAND    QUEEN.  35 

already  felled,  and  another  young  one  was 
planted  in  the  same  spot ;  but  this,  too,  soon 
became  diseased,  and  fell  into  decay,  most 
probably  from  being  placed  in  precisely 
the  same  situation  as  the  former  sickly  one. 
I  was  afterv^^ards  told  that  this  circumstance 
sadly  oppressed  the  spirits  of  the  devoted 
parents,  and  wholly  deprived  them  of  all 
courage  to  have  it  hewn  dowTi,  or  to  plant 
another  as  its  successor. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

"  Justice  can  never  link  with  cruelty. 
Is  there  among  the  catalogue  of  crimes 
A  sin  so  black  that  only  death  can  expiate  ? 
Will  reason  never  rouse  her  from  her  slumbers, 
And  darting  through  the  veil,  her  eagle  eye, 
See  in  the  sable  garments  of  the  law 
Revenge  conceal'd  ?    :      .... 

Does  his  death  remedy  the  ills  he  caused  ? 
Were  it  not  better  to  repress  his  power 
Of  doing  wrong,  that  so  his  future  life 
Might  remedy  the  evUs  of  the  past. 
And  benefit  mankind  ? 

Would  you.  Piers,  in  your  calmer  hour  of  reason, 
Condemn  an  erring  brother  to  be  slain  ? 
Cut  him  at  once  from  all  the  joys  of  life. 
All  hopes  of  reformation — to  revenge 
The  deed  his  pimishment  cannot  recall  ?" 


SOLTHEV. 


A  SHORT  time  only  intervened  between  the 
gratifying  observations  previously  alluded  to, 
with  regard  to  the  prisoner,  Bertrand,  and  the 
circumstances  to  which  I  must  now  call  the 
attention  of  my  readers. 
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The  being  whose  life,  or  the  principal 
events  of  whose  life,  I  am  commingling  with 
my  own,  and  endeavouring  to  relate  with 
truth  and  simplicity,  had  so  much  inde- 
pendence of  character,  as  has  already  been 
seen,  that  she  would  not  allow  herself  to  be 
bound  down  by  society  to  one  undeviating 
routine  of  conduct,  but  was  ever  ready  to 
step  aside  from  the  beaten  path,  when  \'irtue 
pleaded  or  where  duty  pointed  the  way. 

She  heeded  it  not  that  her  words  and 
actions  were  unprecedented,  or  that  sovereign 
had  neither  said  or  done  the  like  before.  It 
was  with  no  affectation  of  singularity,  no 
ostentatious  display  of  superiority,  that  she 
thus  led  the  way  where  human  foot  had 
never  before  trod,  but  steadily  advanced 
with  majestic  step  and  benevolent  eye, 
creating  admiration  in  the  breasts  of  the 
virtuous,  and  discontent,  envy,  and  hatred, 
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in  the  bosoms  of  the  cowardly,  the  arrogant, 
and  the  ambitious. 

Through  Lord  Newton's  interest,  I  was 
admitted  to  a  council  which  the  queen  had 
appointed  to  be  held  in  the  palace,  and  at 
which  many  of  the  principal  nobles  and 
statesmen  of  the  realm  were  present.  As 
soon  as  they  were  assembled,  the  queen 
entered,  and  was  conducted  to  the  throne  by 
Lord  Newton  and  one  other  of  the  nobles  of 
the  land.  Immediately  after  having  taken 
her  seat,  she  again  arose,  and  thus  addressed 
them  :  — 

"  My  lords,  I  have  summoned  you,  as 
the  chief  and  the  noblest  of  our  legislators, 
and  who,  consequently,  should  be  the  ablest 
and  the  most  impartial,  to  aid  me  in  the  deli- 
beration of  measures  for  removing  some  of  the 
greatest  evils  of  our  country,  and  for  effecting 
unparalleled  improvements.  I  have  to  re- 
quest your  undivided  and  unprejudiced  con- 
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sideration  of  those  things  that  concern  the 
nearest  and  dearest  interests  of  a  very  large 
proportion  of  our  subjects.  I  wish  to  draw 
your  attention  to  those  classes  of  the  people 
who  have  ever  needed  our  most  solicitous 
care,  but  who  have  hitherto  been  most  cul- 
pably neglected — to  the  erring,  misguided 
children  of  men,  who,  nurtured  in  the  lap  of 
vice,  exposed  from  early  infancy  to  the 
bitterness  of  poverty,  to  privations  of  which 
we  can  form  but  a  very  inadequate  idea,  and 
to  temptations  of  every  kind  which  surround 
them ;  and  who,  uneducated,  unprepared  to 
withstand  or  to  encounter  temptation,  be- 
come the  victims  of  crime  and  depravity  of 
every  description  ;  and  who  are  goaded  on 
to  pursue  the  path  they  have  taken,  by  the 
scorn  and  the  uncharitableness  of  those  who 
have  not  been  so  exposed,  and  who  have 
lighter  burdens  to  bear  in  their  pilgrimage 
through  life.  To  those  unhappy  victims, 
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my  lords,  who,  immediately  that  their  feet 
slip  into  the  abyss,  which  is  open  every  way 
they  turn,  and  ready  to  receive  them,  are 
followed  and  hurried  down  the  descent  by 
the  terrific  rod  of  justice,  incautiously  ad- 
ministered, impelling  them  forward  at  every 
stroke ;  and  who,  when  they  reach  the 
bottom,  are  inevitably  crushed  by  the  iron 
hand  of  the  law,  which  spares  neither  age 
nor  sex,  and  which  hears  neither  prayers, 
tears,  nor  promises  of  repentance.  It  is  on 
behalf  of  such  as  these  that  I  now  appeal  to 
you,  as  to  humane  and  christian  men,  to  assist 
me ;  but  the  consideration  of  this  subject 
necessarily  involves  that  of  two  others,  equally 
important,  the  neglect  of  which  is  as  food  and 
fuel  to  the  vices  of  our  land,  and  is  constantly 
reproaching  us  for  not  speedily  adopting  suit- 
able plans  for  banishing  the  stigma  of  such 
neglect  from  our  countr)\  I  allude  to  the 
education  of  the  children  of  this  suiFering 
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class,  as  well  as  of  every  other  class  of  our 
fellow- creatures,  in  such  a  \\ay,  that  love  of 
virtue,  self-respect,  and  the  fear  of  God,  may 
strengthen  them  against  temptation,  and 
render  them  worthy  and  willing  supporters 
of  a  government,  which  in  their  consciences 
they  should  approve,  and  in  their  hearts  they 
should  love  and  admire.  The  education  of 
the  youth  of  our  land  should  be  the  primary 
care  of  the  legislator,  and  next  to  this,  the 
removal  of  certain  temptations  to  crime,  by 
insuring  protection  from  cold  and  hunger  to 
every  human  creature  in  our  dominions. 
But  important  as  these  latter  considerations 
are,  we  will  wave  them  till  some  future, 
though  I  trust  early  opportunity  shall  offer, 
and  now  confine  our  attention  exclusively  to 
the  present  unrelenting  despotic  mode  of 
administering  punishment  to  offenders,  which 
savours  exclusively  of  revenge,  without  the 
slightest   attempt  at   the    correction    or   re- 
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formation  of  criminals,  and  inevitably  pro- 
duces evil  instead  of  good  in  the  minds  of 
those  over  whom  it  exercises  its  power. 
^'  Permit  me,  my  lords/^  continued  the  queen, 
"  to  make  you  a  statement  of  the  beneficial 
effect  wrought  upon  one  of  the  most  de- 
praved of  his  kind,  by  opposite  treatment, 
by  extending  the  hand  of  mercy  to  the 
delinquent,  and  instead  of  inflicting  torture 
on  the  body,  leaving  it  so  at  ease^  so 
perfectly  free  from  all  suifering,  that  the 
heart  and  mind  had  full  play,  and  were  left 
at  liberty  to  receive  the  softening  influences 
of  nature,  and  of  nature's  God/* 

Here  the  queen  gave  a  full  detail  of  the 
prisoner,  Bertrand's,  conduct,  from  the  time 
when  she  placed  him  in  the  cottage  to  the 
present,  and  repeated  the  observations  which 
she  had  so  lately  heard  him  make  to  his  son. 
She  then  proceeded — 

"  1    am   young    in   years,   my   lords,   to 
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advance  my  opinions  and  observations  before 
you,  but  I  have  been  trained,  as  you  are 
aware,  by  a  wise  and  judicious  parent,  for  the 
important  station  I  am  called  upon  to  fill  — 
by  one,  who  taught  me  not  to  anticipate  a  life 
of  ease,  gaudy  display,  and  frivolous  amuse- 
ments, but  who  led  me  with  firm  and  gentle 
hand  to  habits  of  contemplation  and  thought- 
fulness,  from  earhest  childhood,  in  order 
that  I  might  learn  to  see  men  and  things  as 
they  really  are,  and  not  as  they  are  often 
erroneously  represented  by  others  ;  and  my 
conviction  is  from  my  own  knowledge  of 
mankind,  and  the  result  of  my  experiment 
upon  the  prisoner  before  mentioned,  that 
mercy  and  solitude  will  subdue,  where 
harsher  measures  will  but  torment  and 
aggravate. 

"  It  is  no  hasty  opinion,  my  lords,  formed 
by  an  inflated  imagination,  but  a  palpable 
conviction,   arising    from   the   reflection    of 
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years,  which  must  not  be  laid  aside,  though 
opposition  impede  its  present  progress. 
My  determination  is,  my  lords,  if  need  be, 
to  devote  all  the  energies,  all  the  powers  I 
possess,  to  the  end  of  my  existence,  to  effect 
the  means  of  administering  to  the  rights  and 
to  the  necessities  of  the  middling  and  lower 
classes,  and  to  change  altogether  the  present 
code  of  penal  laws  and  regulations.  The 
beasts  of  the  field  and  the  birds  of  the  air 
are  provided  for  by  a  benevolent  God,  but 
the  poor  of  our  own  kind  are  entrusted  to 
our  care,  and  are  beings  upon  whom  our 
virtues  are  to  be  exercised  and  tested.  My 
lords,  let  me  entreat  you  to  look  upon  the 
subject  in  the  true  spirit  of  humanity, 
Christianity,  and  patriotism,  and  to  urge  it 
with  warmth  amidst  your  brother  legis- 
lators." 

The  queen  now  took  her  seat,  and  awaited 
the  observations  of  her  ministers. 
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A  pause  of  some  minutes  ensued,  during 
which  the  compression  of  the  lips  and  the 
contracting  of  the  brows  of  all  present  con- 
veyed to  my  mind  their  disapprobation  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  queen,  though  none  ap- 
peared willing  to  be  the  first  to  avow  it.  At 
length  a  noble  relative  of  her  majesty  arose, 
and  said  — 

"  The  humane  and  philanthropic  senti- 
ments just  expressed  by  our  gracious  sove- 
reign do  honour  to  her  age  and  sex.  But 
since  I  consider  it  my  duty,  as  one  amongst 
my  brother- statesmen,  to  whom  the  welfare 
of  the  whole  community  is  entrusted,  to  give 
my  undisguised  opinion,  I  must  acknowledge, 
that  as  to  the  mitigation  of  punishments 
administered  to  the  worthless  miscreants  of 
our  land,  it  would  be  impolitic  and  unjust  to 
society  at  large.  We  have  more  need  to 
redouble  our  vigilance,  and  to  put  them  down 
by  every  possible  increase  of  severity." 
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This  boldly- asserted  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  noble  lord,  imparted  courage  to  others 
to  follow  in  his  course.  No  sooner  had  he 
taken  his  seat,  than  the  sleepy,  the  unintel- 

lectual  Lord  A ,  arose  and  said,  with  a 

nasal  tone — 

"  Pardon  me,  my  liege,  but  it  is  my 
opinion  that  the  country  is  now  overrun  with 
villains,  and  that  to  lessen  punishment  is  but 
to  increase  their  numbers  " 

These  few  words  took  some  time  in  the 
articulation,  and  the  corpulent  lord,  after  so 
great  an  eifort,  sought  his  seat  in  order  to 
recover  himself. 

His  observations  were  followed  by  Lord 

H ,  a  man  jiossessing  a  considerable  share 

of  kindly  feeling  and  very  superior  talents, 
but  withal  a  man  of  the  world,  a  perfect 
aristocrat,  full  of  selfish  interests  and  family 
aggrandisement. 

"  It  is  with  regret,"  he  commenced,  "  that 
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I  must  join  with  the  noble  lords  who  have 
already  opposed  the  propositions  of  our  be- 
loved sovereign^  but  I  will  study  to  be  less 
abrupt,  and  endeavour  by  some  few  argu- 
ments that  I  will  offer,  to  convince  her 
majesty  of  the  impracticability  as  well  as  the 
impolicy  of  the  views  which  she  has  taken. 
It  is  painful  to  me,  my  liege^  thus  to  oppose 
your  noble  and  generous  sentiments,  but  I 
find  it  my  duty  to  proceed  and  freely  state 
my  opinions  upon  the  subject.  It  has  fre- 
quently distressed  me  when  I  have  allowed 
my  mind  to  dwell  upon  the  numbers  of  our 
fellow-creatures  who  are  daily  subjected  to 
imprisonment  and  punishments  of  various 
kinds ;  but  at  the  same  time  my  mind 
acknowledges  the  necessity  of  enforcing 
severity,  of  putting  down  crime  by  the  over- 
powering force  of  the  law^  and  thus  terrifying 
the  subordinate  classes  into  obedience.  With 
regard  to  the  happy  success  attending  your 
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majesty's  treatment  of  the  prisoner,  Bertrand, 
it  is  but  a  solitary  instance  of  the  effect  such 
treatment  could  have  upon  so  depraved  a 
character ;  and,  pardon  me,  when  I  venture 
to  assert,  that  were  similar  methods  univer- 
sally adopted,  there  would  scarcely  be  the 
same  result  with  one  out  of  every  thousand 
of  our  criminals  ;  and  even  were  it  otherwise, 
were  this  extraordinary,  this  unprecedented 
scheme  put  into  execution,  and  success 
attended  it  in  the  majority  of  cases,  it  could 
not  be  supported.  It  is  impossible  that  your 
majesty  can  form  any  idea  of  the  enormous 
expense  such  measures  would  bring  upon  the 
country,  and  the  calamities  attending  the 
laying  such  heavy  rates  upon  the  people. 
Were  it  not  for  the  total  annihilation  of  some 
of  our  offenders  by  death  (which  I  must 
maintain  is  the  just  and  merited  punishment 
of  the  murderer),  and  the  ridding  the  country 
of  immense  numbers  by  transportation,   so 
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that  they  may  at  least  toil  for  their  own 
sustenance,  our  country  would  soon  be  beg- 
gared by  the  myriads  we  should  have  to 
support  in  a  state  of  luxurious  indolence. 
Most  noble  lady,  I  must  still  vote  for  chains, 
severity,  and  death,  as  the  just  prerogatives 
we  hold  over  our  offending  and  offensive 
fell  ow- creature  s  .^^ 

Lord  H resumed  his  seat,   and  the 

queen  immediately  rose  and  said — 

^*  My  lords,   permit   me   to   make  some 
few  remarks  upon  the   speech  of  my  Lord 

H ,  before  we  hear  the  opinions  of  the  rest 

of  our  council.  The  proposition  which  I  have 
offered  for  your  lordships'  consideration,  and 
for  debate  in  our  houses  of  legislation,  and 

which  my  Lord  H ,  has  opposed  in  terms 

so  strong  and  sweeping,  is  to  me  a  subject 
of  such  deep  interest  that  I  find  language 
altogether  too  poor  when  I  attempt  to  discuss 
it.     Are  the  penal  laws,  my  lords,  precisely 
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what  they  should  be  in  a  country  that  boasts 
of  its  high  state  of  civilization,  and  refuses  to 
have  its  children  trained  to  any  other  than 
the  Christian  religion  ?  May  we  claim  chains, 
severity,  and  death,  as  our  just  prerogatives 
over  our  fellow-creatures  so  long  as  we 
acknowledge  Him  as  our  great  lawgiver,  who 
gave  us  no  other  lessons  than  those  of  mercy 
and  forgiveness,  both  by  precept  and  example  ? 
Dare  our  churchmen  sit  in  our  council- 
chambers  and  hear  the  punishment  of  death 
advocated  for  any  crime  whatever  ?  My 
lords,  he  who  is  accessory  to  the  execution  of 
a  culprit,  however  great  the  crime  of  that 
culprit  may  be,  becomes  himself  the  greater 
criminal  of  the  two.  He  calmly  and  deli- 
berately takes  away  life  ;  he  causes  a  fellow- 
creature  to  be  transformed  into  a  very  demon, 
in  the  person  of  the  hangman,  who  receives 
hire  for  butchering  his  fellow- man.  He 
hurries  a  poor  deluded  miscreant  unprepared 
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into  the  presence  of  his  God^  and  assists  to 
harden  the  hearts  of  thousands  by  the  spec- 
tacle which  he  presents  to  their  view,  when 
he  exposes  a  poor  sufferer,  writhing  and 
struggling  in  the  last  agonies  of  a  violent 
death,  to  the  indiscriminate  gaze  of  age,  of 
youth,  and,  indeed,  of  childhood.     And  what 

does  my  Lord  H ,  say  in  extenuation  of 

all  this  ?  That  the  country  may  not  spare 
the  life  of  the  murderer,  because  it  cannot 
afford  him  the  scanty  means  of  subsistence ! 
A  small  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  your  sovereign 
of  the  superfluous  luxuries  with  which  you 
surround  her,  would  prove  amply  sufficient 
to  provide  such  criminals  with  their  dry  crust 
and  their  cup  of  water  ;  and  such  sacrifice 
shall  be  made,  if  my  poor  country  has  no 
other  means  of  supplying  her  erring  children 
with  necessary  food. 

"  Transportation,  too,  my  lords,  needs  our 
most   serious  consideration,"  continued   the 

F  2 


UNIVERSITY  DF 
ILLINOIS  LIBRARY 


52  THE    MAIDEN    MONARCH; 

queen.  "  What  good  can  we  expect  to  result 
from  peopling  another  land  with  the  vilest 
and  most  abandoned  creatures  that  we  can 
select  from  our  own  ?  If  we  regard  its  poli- 
tical tendency,  it  is  evil ;  for  we  are  giving 
birth  to  a  land  of  ruffians,  whose  children  will 
live  as  their  fathers  have  lived  ;  a  land  whose 
numbers  are  every  year  fearfully  increasing, 
and  which  we  may  expect  will  one  day 
become  a  country  thickly  populated  with 
lawless  reprobates,  who  will  arise  and  put 
those  to  death  who  have  had  controul  over 
them  ;  set  our  laws  at  defiance ;  become 
fearful  pirates  in  our  seas  ;  and  a  more  ter- 
rific race  of  men  than  ever  yet  infested  the 
face  of  the  earth.  And  if  we  look  for  the 
moral  tendency  of  transportation,  what  do 
we  find  ?  Nothing  but  immorality,  nothing 
but  a  total  suppression  of  all  that  is  good 
in  human  nature  ;  and  the  fostering  and 
nourishing  of  all   that   is   evil.     Such   must 
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invariably  be  the  effect  of  all  severe  and 
vindictive  punishments,  and  such  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  asserting  is  the  effect  of  every 
punishment  which  we  at  present  award  to 
offenders  of  every  description. 

"  My  lords,  how  vast  are  the  improve- 
ments in  literature,  in  the  arts  and  sciences 
of  our  land,  how  loudly  do  they  speak  of  the 
increase  of  wisdom ;  how  towering  and  gigan- 
tic does  improvement  in  society  become 
when  it  is  sought  after,  and  yet  do  we  see 
one  generation  pass  away  after  another,  and 
no  change,  no  improvement  is  effected  in 
this  all-important  task;  age  after  age  rolls 
away;  we  observe  that  all  works  together  for 
evil  instead  of  good ;  that  crime  exists  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  ever;  yet  do  we  try  no 
experiments,  but  follow  in  the  steps  of  our 
forefathers,  and  still  urge  on  the  blind-folded 
attempt  of  suppressing  crime  by  severity'' 
and  violence  alone.     My  lords,  let  it  be  our's 
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to  work  these  desired  changes,  let  our's  be 
the  golden  age  of  truth  and  virtue.  Let  us 
cast  aside  the  paltry  party  spirit,  and  all 
engrossing  selfish  interests  which  have  but 
too  long  pervaded  our  courts  and  senate 
houses,  and  unite  in  the  one  great  effort  of 
administering  mercy  to  every  creature  in  our 
dominions  ;  of  suppressing  crime  rather  than 
crushing  its  victims;  and  of  so  cultivating 
and  caring  for  the  lowest  and  the  most 
depraved  orders  of  society,  that  another 
generation  may  see  them  the  pride,  rather 
than  the  disgrace,  of  our  country  ;  worthy  of 
their  divine  origin,  worthy  of  the  high  pri- 
vilege of  having  been  created  in  the  image  of 
their  God.  My  lords,  we  are  the  stewards  of 
the  vineyard,  and  the  fearful  day  of  reckoning 
must  come.'^ 

The  queen  resumed  her  seat.  The  effect 
which  her  enthusiastic  manner  and  almost- 
inspired  language  had  had  upon  her  auditors 
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was  plainly  visible  to  me.  I  had  obsen-ed 
the  gathering  of  the  storm  of  discontent  and 
dissatisfaction,  notwithstanding  the  sinister 
smile  of  sycophancy  that  played  about  the 
mouth  of  almost  every  individual  of  the 
council. 

The   few   minutes    silence   that    ensued, 

was  broken  by  Lord  L ,  who  said,  ^'  Were 

it  not  better,  my  gracious  sovereign,  that  a 
subject  so  momentous  to  the  nation  should 
be  delayed  a  year  or  two  ere  it  is  brought 
before  the  notice  of  the  public  ;  allowing 
time  for  the  present  council  to  deliberate 
upon  the  spirit  of  the  system  which  you 
propose.  Which  delay  would  also  be  at- 
tended by  the  advantage  of  your  majesty^s 
judgment  being  more  matured.'^  The  noble 
lord  was  seconded  by  several  of  the  council. 

The  queen  said,  "  That  she  would  offer  no 
opposition  to  any  necessary  delay,  but  trusted 
that  as  early  as  was  expedient,  they  would 
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bring  forward  and  carry  her  proposition  into 
effect." 

Lord  Newton  arose  and  objected  to  a 
postponement  of  so  long  duration,  he  ob- 
served, "  Her  majesty's  views  are  unam- 
biguous, and  tend  to  the  good  of  the  country, 
and  should  be  laid  before  the  whole  legis- 
lative body  as  soon  as  possible,"  but  his 
lordship  was  over-ruled. 

The  queen  now  retired,  and  the  council 
dispersed. 

It  was  a  well-authenticated  fact,  but  not 
publicly  known  until  some  years  afterwards, 
that  the  reason  why  the  council  urged  a  long 
and  indefinite  delay  of  her  majesty's  propo- 
sitions being  made  known  to  the  public,  was, 
that  they  wished  to  keep  her  real  character 
as  little  known  as  possible  to  the  people  at 
large,  hoping,  by  direct  and  indirect  means,  to 
render  her  as  unpopular  with  the  middling 
and  lower  classes  as  she  already  was  with  the 
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higher  ones  ;  and  so  to  frustrate  her  in  every 
wish  she  expressed,  and  every  plan  she  pro- 
posed as  to  induce  her  to  resign  her  crown 
and  sceptre. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


"  On — on  he  hasten'd  and  he  drew 
My  gaze  of  wonder  as  he  flew. 
Though  like  a  demon  of  the  night, 
He  pass'd  and  vanish'd  from  my  sight ; 
His  aspect  and  his  air  impress'd, 
A  troubled  memory  on  my  breast. 

He  winds  aroimd  j  he  hiu-ries  by ; 

The  rock  relieves  him  from  mine  eye  ;  "] 

For  well  I  ween  unwelcome  he 

Whose  glance  is  fixed  on  those  that  flee ; 

• »• 

He  wound  along  j  but  ere  he  pass'd, 
One  glance  he  snatch'd,  as  if  his  last." 

"  The  Giaour."— BYROti. 


I  MUST  now  pass  over  a  portion  of  time 
during  which  nothing  of  sufiBcient  note  tran- 
spired for  me  to  relate  to  the  reader ;  never- 
theless, it  was  not  lost  time  in  the  annals  of 
the  country  of  which  I  am  speaking,  it  lent 
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its  aid  towards  the  progressive  improvement 
of  the  kingdom ;  every  day  gave  some  new 
proof  of  the  moral  and  beneficial  effect  which 
the  queen's  exemplar}^  conduct  had  upon  her 
court,  and  not  upon  that  circle  alone,  for 
through  those  who  constituted  her  court,  her 
influence  reached  the  classes  of  the  next 
lower  order,  and  so  on,  until  a  glimmer  was 
seen  and  felt  even  in  the  most  wretched 
hovels  throughout  her  dominions. 

It  appears  to  be  a  peculiar  tendency  of 
human  nature  to  be  ever  striving  to  imitate 
those  who  fill  a  more  exalted  station  than 
ourselves  in  life,  and  thus  it  is  that  every 
grade  of  society  holds  its  influence  over  the 
next  in  succession.  But  to  return  to  my  own 
personal  history. 

The  deeply  interesting  state  of  public 
aff'airs  ;  the  intense  anxiety  that  I  felt  for  the 
personal  safety  of  the  queen;  my  alternate 
hopes   and  fears   for   the  overthrow  of  her 
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intriguing  enemies,  all  tended  to  dissipate,  or 
at  least  acted  as  an  antidote  to  the  memory 
of  the  past.  When  the  lovely  form  and 
winning  smiles  of  Edith  AUingford  obtruded 
themselves  upon  my  imagination,  I  cast  them 
from  me  as  things  unholy,  and  compelled  my 
thoughts  into  some  other  channel.  I  never 
breathed  her  name  even  to  my  friend  Wick- 
lifFe,  and  would  gladly  have  consigned  it  to 
oblivion,  but  it  is  strange  that  our  will  has 
no  power  over  the  affections,  and  that  the 
heart  will  through  life  cling  fondly  to  objects 
that  have  been  endeared  to  it  in  youth, 
though  length  of  absence,  perfidy,  or  even 
death  hath  long  since  blighted  all  our  hopes. 

Clifford  was  still  the  frequent  companion 
of  my  thoughts,  and  I  yet  cherished  a  faint 
hope  that  time  would  eventually  throw  some 
light  upon  his  mysterious  fate. 

In  one  of  these  anxious  moods,  T  obtained 
permission  from   the  queen  to  visit  her  pri- 
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soner,  for  the  thought  occurred  to  me,  that  in 
conversing  with  him,  I  might  get  some  hint 
of  his  and  his  comrades'  former  methods  of 
putting  their  victims  out  of  the  way.  But 
the  attempt  proved  as  abortive  as  every  other 
which  I  had  made.  Independently  of  this, 
I  was  much  pleased  with  my  visit  to  the 
cottage,  and  with  the  gratitude  that  Bertrand 
evinced  for  the  care  that  I  had  bestowed 
upon  his  son,  who  accompanied  me  on  this 
occasion. 

When  I  quitted  the  cottage,  after  my 
interview  with  the  prisoner,  the  brightness 
of  every  thing  around  invited  me  to  an 
evening  ramble.  I  dismissed  my  little  page, 
and  strolled  along  over  hiU  and  dale  until  I 
had  gained  a  considerable  distance  froni  the 
point  from  whence  I  started.  I  had  ascended 
an  eminence,  and  was  taking  a  survey  of  the 
beauties  of  the  surrounding  country,  and 
querying  as  to  the  most  pleasant  route  by 
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which  to  retrace  my  way  homewards,  when  I 
espied  in  the  valley  below  me  a  neat  little  inn 
or  halfway- house,  with  a  few  rustic  dwellings 
scattered  around  it.  There  was  an  air  of 
hospitality  and  cheerfulness  about  this  house 
and  its  honest-looking  host,  who  was  standing 
at  the  door,  which  invited  me  to  descend ; 
but  before  I  attempted  to  do  so,  I  stood  for  a 
few  minutes  enjoying  the  beauty,  the  peaceful 
serenity  of  the  little  vale.  No  living  object 
met  my  view  save  the  innkeeper  at  the  door 
of  his  neat  white-walled  dwelling,  with  its 
trelliced  veranda,  and  an  old  wood-cutter  in 
the  distance,  returning  home  with  his  hatchet 
over  his  shoulder,  forming  no  unpicturesque 
object  in  the  rural  scene.  I  watched  the 
latter  winding  his  way  through  bye-paths 
and  across  rude  styles  until  he  arrived  at  the 
hamlet,  and  raised  the  latch  of  one  of  the 
cottages.  I  then  looked  about  for  some  spot 
not  very  difficult  of  descent,  but  this  I  could 
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not  find,  being  on  the  summit  of  a  height 
almost  perpendicular  to  the  valley  into  which 
I  wished  to  descend ;  but  the  more  the 
difficulty  increased  the  more  determined  I 
was  to  overcome  it,  and  to  effect  my  purpose 
before  I  returned  home.  At  length  I  disco- 
vered a  slanting  footway  not  quite  so  steep, 
and  down  which  I  could  steady  myself,  and 
slacken  my  pace  by  the  help  of  the  projecting 
brushwood.  Arrived  in  safety  at  the  termina- 
tion of  my  perilous  adventure,  I  soon  made 
my  way  to  the  traveller's  friend,  and  requested 
some  refreshment,  and  asked  if  I  could  have 
it  in  the  front  room  above  stairs,  so  that  I 
might  still  look  upon  the  beauties  of  the 
surrounding  landscape.  To  this  pleasant 
room  I  was  immediately  conducted.  I  had 
taken  some  lemonade  and  biscuits,  and  was 
in  the  act  of  drawing  my  watch  from  my 
pocket  to  look  at  the  hour,  when  a  horse's 
footsteps,  and  the  voice  of  a  new  comer  just 
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under  the  window  assailed  my  ear.  I  started 
— the  voice  was  famihar — the  tone  was  pre- 
cisely that  of  my  long-lost  friend,  Clifford. 
In  the  greatest  agitation  I  put  my  head  out 
at  the  window,  leant  over  the  balcony,  and 
slightly  coughed,  to  cause  the  individual  to 
look  up,  that  I  might  see  his  face.  This  had 
the  desired  effect.  He  seemed  to  start  in  his 
turn;  looked  up  immediately  to  see  from 
whence  the  sound  proceeded,  and  we  ex- 
changed glances.  I  imagined  that  there  was 
a  mutual  recognition :  the  form,  features,  and 
voice  were  so  entirely  Clifford's  that  I  could 
scarcely  doubt  his  identity ;  but  before  I  had 
time  to  articulate  a  word  he  had  put  spurs  to 
his  horse,  and  was  out  of  sight  in  an  instant. 
In  mute  astonishment  I  withdrew  my  head 
from  the  window,  pondered  for  a  few  seconds 
upon  the  possibility  of  two  persons  being  so 
perfectly  similar  in  every  respect ;  then 
hurried  down  stairs  to  question  the  innkeeper 
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respecting  him,  but  could  learn  nothing  more 
than  that  the  gentleman  who  had  thus  excited 
my  curiosity  had  been  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  this  retired  spot  for  several  weeks,  and 
had  frequently  stopped  here  to  bait  his  horse, 
but  never  to  take  any  refreshment  himself ; 
that  his  manners  were  strange,  and  that  he 
was  a  foreigner.     "  But,"  continued  the  inn- 
keeper, '^  we  do  not  know  his  name,  whence 
he   comes,   nor   whither   he   goes;    but   see 
yonder  he  is  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  scudding 
before  the  wind  as  though  he  were  afraid  of 
being  pursued.    Yet,  since  your  honour  is  so 
curious  about  him,  with  a  good  horse,  and 
keeping  close  round  under  the  hill,  you  might 
just  meet  him  coming  down  upon  the  heath." 
"  If  you    have    a   good    horse    in    your 
stable,"  I  said  impatiently,  "  bring  him  out 
quickly,  and  I  will  pay  you  what  you  like 
for   the  use    of  him."     I   was  very  shortly 
mounted,  and  pursuing  the  way  pointed  out 
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by  the  man,  wound  round  the  brow  of  the 
hill  as  rapidly  as  my  steed  would  carry  me, 
and  soon  arrived  at  the  far  side  where  two 
roads  of  ascent  to  its  summit  met  at  right 
angles,  down  one  of  which,  the  horseman 
of  whom  I  was  in  quest,  was  cautiously 
descending.  Pleased  with  my  own  expe- 
dition, and  with  the  opportuntity  of  again 
encountering  the  person,  whose  strong  re- 
semblance to  my  friend  made  me  almost 
ready  to  doubt  the  evidence  of  my  own 
senses,  and  give  the  reins  to  imagination, 
which  would  fain  have  persuaded  me,  that 
the  immortal  part  of  my  friend  had  conde- 
scended again  to  put  on  its  mortality,  to 
hold  communion  with  one,  with  whom  it  had 
been  so  intimate  whilst  it  sojourned  on 
earth,  and  by  whom  it  had  i^ever  been 
forgotten. 

I  placed  myself  behind  an  old   shed  to 
escape  notice,  until  the  object  of  my  anxiety 
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should  come  close  down  upon  me ;  I  was 
not  able  now  to  look  upon  his  features  — 
for,  though  I  could  see  him  from  my  hiding- 
place,  a  travelling  cap,  which  he  wore,  was 
so  drawn  down  over  his  face  as  to  completely 
overshadow  it ;  but  raising  it  a  little  just  as 
he  gained  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  catching 
sight  of  me,  I  suppose,  coming  forth  from 
my  place  of  concealment,  he  turned  his 
horse  short  round,  gave  a  shrill  whistle, 
which  I  had  not  unfrequently  known  Clifford 
do,  when  eager  to  urge  his  horse  to  his 
utmost  speed,  and  taking  the  opposite  road 
over  the  hill  to  the  one  by  which  he  had 
descended,  made  rapid  progress  up  its  steep 
side.  My  first  impulse  was  to  follow  this 
extraordinary  being,  who  now  evidently 
avoided  me,  and  be  he  man  or  demon,  to 
trace  him  to  his  place  of  refuge ;  and  con- 
trary to  my  usual  custom,  I  whipped  and 
spurred  the    poor    beast   on   which   I   was 
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mounted^  and  commenced  the  pursuit.  A.t 
first  I  thought  that  I  gained  ground  upon 
the  fugitive — encouraged  by  this,  I  urged 
my  horse  forward  with  renewed  ardour,  but 
the  animal  being  wholly  unable  to  keep  up 
the  chase,  I  was  considerably  distanced 
before  either  reached  the  summit ;  and  when 
I  did  arrive  at  the  brow  of  the  hill,  the 
object  of  my  eager  haste  had  gained  the 
verge  of  the  descent,  and  in  another  instant, 
eluded  my  eager  gaze,  by  plunging  into  the 
thickest  of  the  copse-wood  that  skirted  the 
hill  in  that  direction.  Convinced  of  the 
inutility  of  further  pursuit,  and  that  the  indi- 
vidual, whoever  he  might  be,  was  anxious 
to  escape  observation,  mortified  and  disap- 
pointed beyond  measure  at  my  defeat,  and 
at  the  mystery  that  must  henceforth  hang 
over  this  strange  incident,  I  retraced  my 
way,  returned  the  horse  to  its  owner,  and 
after  requesting  the  tranquil  man  (who  was 
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utterly  amazed  at  my  inquietude  and  vex- 
ationj  inasmuch,  I  suppose,  as  the  peaceful 
slumbering  current  of  his  life,  had  never  had 
its  calm  repose  troubled  in  like  manner)  to 
note  down  anything  that  he  could  learn 
relative  to  the  stranger,  I  bent  my  melan- 
choly way  homewards,  weary  in  body,  and 
disconcerted  in  spirits. 
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CHAPTER   V. 


"  Here  scattered  like  a  random  seed. 

Remote  from  men,  thou  dost  not  need, 
The  embarrassed  look  of  shy  distress, 
And  maidenly  shame-facedness : 
Thou  wear'st  upon  thy  forehead  clear, 
The  freedom  of  a  mountaineer. 

like  something  fashioned  in  a  dream ; 
Such  forms  as  from  their  covert  peep 
When  earthly  cares  are  laid  asleep  ! 
Yet,  dream  and  vision  as  thou  art, 
I  bless  thee  with  a  human  heart : 
God  shield  thee  to  thy  latest  years  !" 

Wordsworth. 


Season  after  season  rolled  away.  The  queen 
became  impatient  at  the  delay  of  her 
ministers ;  they  raised  continual  objections 
and  excuses  for  not  complying  with  her 
wishes,  and  we  wdll  avail  ourselves  of  the 
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opportunity  they  thus  aflford  us  of  returning 
to  the  cottage  of  William  Bumes. 

Many  a  summer's  sun  had  set  upon  that 
cottage,  and  many  a  ^^^nte^'s  wind  had 
whistled  by  its  lowly  walls  since  I  first  ob- 
served the  peaceful  and  happy  family  who 
inhabited  it ;  yet,  still,  whenever  I  rode  that 
way,  I  never  turned  my  horse's  head  home- 
wards until  I  had  passed  by  this  last  house 
in  the  village,  the  practice  had  become 
habitual  to  me.  The  neat  little  garden 
always  told  me  the  same  tale,  and  showed 
me  proofs  of  the  care  and  industry  that 
were  bestowed  upon  it.  There  had  been  no 
change  that  I  could  observe,  save  what  the 
handy- work  of  time  had  wTOught.  He,  it  is 
true,  had  traced  his  indelible  furrows  over 
the  countenances  of  the  parents,  and  what 
had  he  not  done  for  the  peasant  girl — I  had 
watched  her  progress  as  he  led  her  gently  for- 
ward, now  shaking  from  her  the  \\'ild  flowers 
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of  youth,  teaching  her  to  lay  aside  the  reck- 
less confidence  of  the  child,  and  to  assume 
in  its  stead  the  timidity  of  the  girl ;  then 
strengthening  her  slight  form,  and  rounding 
it  into  the  exquisite  symmetry  of  early 
womanhood,  whilst  to  her  always-beautiful 
features  he  had  given  that  liquid  lustre  which 
bespeaks  the  expansion  of  both  heart  and 
mind. 

Peaceful  as  ever  appeared  the  condition 

of  Burnes  and  his  family,  when  I  left , 

in  the  autumn  of  the  year  1? — ,  and  adjourned 
to  the  metropolis  with  the  queen  and  her 
court ;  but  on  my  return  to  the  country  in 
the  following  spring,  on  taking  my  accus- 
tomed ride,  I  found  them  much  changed.  I 
now  observed  Burnes  sitting  at  the  door  of 
his  dwelling  with  one  leg  supported  and 
apparently  labouring  under  an  attack  of 
the  gout ;  and  his  feeble  wife,  whose  constitu- 
tion I  learned  had  been  much  impaired  by  a 
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late  severe  illness,  was  tottering  round  the 
garden  and  leaning  upon  her  daughter  for 
support ;  the  face  of  Alice  I  saw  shaded  with 
thoughtfulness,  and  almost  sadness,  as  with 
slow  and  cautious  step  she  led  the  trembling 
woman  on.  It  was  painful  to  me  to  see  my 
friends  thus  changed,  and  dismounting,  I  led 
my  horse  up  to  the  garden-gate,  close  to 
which  the  old  man  was  sitting,  and  address- 
ing him,  I  said,  "  You  do  not  look  so  well  my 
friend,  as  I  mostly  see  you." 

"  No,  indeed,  sir,"  replied  Bumes,  "  this 
has  been  a  sad  winter  with  us,  and  a  mourn- 
ful spring ;  my  poor  wife  has  been  so  ill  that 
she  has  but  narrowly  escaped  with  life,  and  I 
have  been  a  prisoner  with  the  gout  these 
three  months  past,  and  quite  unable  to  work ; 
but  what  is  worse  still,  my  eyes  which  have 
been  failing  me  for  nearly  a  tw^elvemonth, 
are  lately  become  so  much  worse,  that  I  fear 
I  shall  lose  my  sight  altogether." 
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"  Have  you  had  no  advice/'  I  inquired 
"  Yes  sir,"  replied  Burnes,  "  I  have  been 
to  several  doctors,  but  none  of  them  give  me 
any  encouragement,  but  we  must  not  mur- 
mur, for  thank  heaven  we  have  a  good  child, 
who  nurses  both  of  us,  and  works  in  the 
garden  now  that  I  am  unable  to  do  it.  With 
her  own  dear  hands  she  raises  the  flowers 
and  the  vegetables,  and  trips  gaily  along  to 
the  town  to  sell  them ;  she  seldom  fails  to 
dispose  of  the  whole  of  her  store,  and  returns 
with  her  basket  filled  with  our  provisions  for 
the  week.  She  has  entirely  supported  us  for 
some  time  from  the  garden  and  her  spinning- 
wheel;  she  rises  in  the  morning  with  the 
lark,  works  hard  all  through  the  day,  and  in 
the  evening,  whilst  busy  with  her  wheel,  she 
strives  to  cheer  us  with  her  sweet  voice." 

"  You  are  happy,  indeed,"  I  replied,  "  in 
having  such  a  daughter,  and  I  hope  she  may 
long  be  spared  to  you,  innocent  and  healthful 
as  she  now  is." 
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"  I  thank  you,  heartily,  sir/'  returned  the 
father^  with  deep  emotion,  ^'  you  could  not 
have  offered  us  better  wishes.  May  be  I  am 
wrong,  but  I  often  regret  that  she  has  not  a 
brother  to  watch  over  and  protect  her  when 
I  am  gone,  and  I  feel  age  and  infirmity 
coming  so  fast  upon  me,  that  I  do  not  ex- 
pect to  live  many  years  longer." 

'^  Do  not  embitter  your  days  by  idle  anti- 
cipations my  good  man,'^  I  rephed.  '^  Such  a 
girl  as  you  describe  your's  to  be,  is  not  likely 
to  want  a  friend,  but  should  she  ever  become 
so  destitute  in  the  world,  tell  her  to  inquire 
for  Lord  Ravensboume,  in  her  majesty's 
household,  and  in  him  she  shall  find  one  who 
loves  not  to  see  virtue  go  unrewarded/' 

^^  Give  her  this  trifle  from  me,  and  tell 
her  to  purchase  fresh  plants  with  it,  and 
when  she  has  raised  others  from  them,  I  will 
become  a  purchaser,"  saying  this,  I  sHpped  a 
little   money   into   the  worthy  man's  hand, 
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re-mounted  my  horse,  and  rode  quickly  off. 
I  slackened  my  pace  and  looked  round  when 
I  had  got  about  fifty  yards  from  the  cottage, 
and  saw  Burnes  holding  forth  his  hand  and 
displaying  the  money  to  his  wife  and 
daughter  who  were  now  standing  beside 
Mm ;  the  mother  had  her  hands  raised  and 
clasped  together,  the  beautiful  girl  had  drop- 
ped upon  her  knees ;  it  was  but  a  momentary 
glance  that  I  took  at  them,  but  it  was  a 
pleasing  one,  a  thrill  of  delight  passed  through 
my  whole  frame  on  witnessing  the  apparent 
happiness  that  I  had  conferred  upon  this 
•poor  family ;  I  knew  not  who  was  the  hap- 
pier, the  bestower  or  the  receiver,  but  1 
returned  to  the  palace  in  high  good  humour 
with  myself.  I  avoided  taking  the  same 
ride  for  a  few  days,  for  although  I  could  have 
wished  to  enquire  after  the  health  of  the 
cottagers,  1  had  no  relish  for  thanks,  and 
these  I  was  well  aware  I  should   have  be- 
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stowed  upon  me  the  next  time  I  spoke  to  the 
good  people. 

The  week  following  this  little  event,  I 
rode  through  the  wood  which  lay  to  the 
eastward  of  the  village,  accompanied  by 
Count  Albert  Earlsfount,  whose  handsome 
person,  ready  wit,  and  fascinating  manners, 
rendered  him  a  universal  favourite  at  court, 
and  many  were  the  whisperings  that  he  had 
won  upon  the  affections  of  the  queen ;  but 
this  supposition  never  gained  credence  with 
me.  I  believed  that  the  whole  soul  and  ima- 
gination of  the  queen  were  engrossed  by  the 
duties  of  her  station.  Count  Albert  was 
some  few  years  younger  than  myself,  and 
descended  from  one  of  the  first  famihes  in 
the  kingdom. 

We  had  not  proceeded  more  than  half 
way  through  the  beautiful  avenue  which  led 
from  one  end  to  the  other  of  this  fine  forest, 
and  which   had   been   opened   purposely  to 
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afford  a  pleasant  ride  or  drive  to  the  gentry 
of  the  neighbourhood,  the  further  extremity 
of  which  opened  upon  a  wildly  romantic 
prospect,  with  a  fine  stream  of  water  in  the 
foreground ;  then  our  ears  were  assailed  by 
the  soft  tones  of  a  female  voice  mingling 
gaily  and  sweetly  with  the  winged  choristers 
of  the  wood,  the  strain  was  so  wild  and 
so  varied,  bespoke  so  much  lightness  of 
heart,  and  passed  so  rapidly  from  one  spot  to 
another,  that  we  began  to  imagine  we  were 
in  the  company  of  some  sylvan  goddess, 
when  we  unexpectedly  caught  a  glimpse  of  a 
slight  figure  bounding  along  through  the 
thickest  and  most  intricate  part  of  the  wood, 
clad  in  the  rude,  but  not  unpicturesque  garb 
of  the  neighbouring  peasantry.  We  walked 
our  horses  gently  lest  we  should  disturb 
her,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  her  sweet 
melody,  which  rang  so  cheerily  through  the 
wood,  when  suddenly  she  burst  upon  our 
path,  and  I  soon  recognized  the  fair  form  of 
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my  young  friend,  Alice  Bumes.  \Mien  she 
caught  sight  of  us,  she  stopped  abruptly,  was 
evidently  much  confused,  and  about  to  bound 
away  again  like  a  young  roe,  but  on  casting 
an  arch  though  coy  look  upon  us,  she  dis- 
covered who  I  was,  and  arresting  her  steps, 
made  a  xerj  low  curtsey.  Poor  girl  1  she 
little  dreamed  in  her  artlessness,  of  the  last- 
ing misery  that  one  glance  of  her  lovely  face 
would  bring  down  upon  her  devoted  head. 
I  could  sketch  her  even  now  as  she  then 
stood  before  us  in  all  her  unsuspecting  inno- 
cence, and  modestly  answering  to  the  ques- 
tions that  I  put  to  her. 

She  was  at  that  time  about  seventeen 
years  of  age  ;  her  complexion  was  that  of  a 
clear  brunette ;  her  figure  slight,  and  ren- 
dered more  attractive  by  her  dress,  which 
was  better  suited  to  the  scenery  around  her 
than  the  gayest  attire  would  have  been.  Her 
features  were  exquisitely  formed;  her  fore- 
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head  ample ;  her  eyes  large,  and  fringed  with 
long  glossy  lashes.  The  luxuriant  dark 
auburne  hair  fell  in  clustering  ringlets  over 
her  neck  and  shoulders,  and  was  tinted  by 
the  sun's  rays  as  they  found  their  way 
through  the  thick  foliage  of  trees ;  and  those 
rays,  mellowed  as  they  were  by  the  hues  of 
eventide^  gave  hkewise  a  rich  glow  to  her 
sweet  face,  and  an  additional  lustre  to  her 
dark  persuasive  eyes.  Both  Count  Albert  and 
myself  gazed  upon  her  with  delight,  and 
probably  I  put  more  questions  to  her  about 
her  parents  than  I  should  have  done  had  she 
been  less  beautiful.  She  replied  to  me  with 
the  most  perfect  simplicity,  told  me  of  their 
convalescence,  thanked  me  for  my  bounty, 
and  said  that  she  had  been  able  to  procure 
many  comforts  for  them  with  a  portion 
of  the  money,  and  that  with  the  remainder 
she  had  purchased  plants  wherewith  to  stock 
her  garden,  besides  choice  ones  for  the  hot- 
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house,  from  which  she  was  sure  she  could 
raise  many  more.  Then  with  all  the  confident 
hope  that  is  so  strong  within  us  in  early 
youth,  she  calculated  upon  the  large  profits  of 
the  ensuing  year. 

Alas  !  poor  girl,  could  she  at  that  moment 
have  foreseen  how,  before  that  year  had 
elapsed,  her  hopes  would  be  turned  into 
despair,  her  joy  into  sadness,  her  plants  fallen 
to  decay,  and  she  herself  the  most  blighted 
flower  of  all.  How  in  anticipation  of  her 
sorrows  would  her  bright  eyes  have  been 
dimmed ;  how  would  that  damsel's  cheek 
have  been  blanched,  even  if  she  had  not 
been  so  appalled  by  the  sad  vision  as  to 
fall  lifeless  at  our  feet.  But  she  antici- 
pated no  evil  in  her  artless  gaiety.  She 
could  see  nothing  that  the  future  had  in 
store  for  her,  but  bright  hopes  and  rich 
spoils,  which  were  held  out  invitingly  for 
her  to  seize  upon,  and  which  she  resolved 
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to  secure.  I  could  perceive,  by  the  innocent 
air  of  importance  that  she  put  on  when  she 
begged  of  us  to  allow  her  to  depart,  in  order 
that  she  might  go  and  carry  the  wood  home 
which  she  had  been  gathering  for  fuel, 
adding,  that  her  parents  were  now  entirely 
dependant  upon  her  industry  for  support; 
and  that  although  they  were  so  much  better 
in  health,  as  to  free  her  mind  from  immediate 
anxiety  on  their  account,  her  father's  sight 
became  worse  daily,  and  she  did  not  expect 
that  they  would  ever  be  able  to  do  any  thing 
more  towards  maintaining  themselves. 

We  could  not  but  accede  to  this  request, 
and  again  curtseying,  she  made  her  way  into 
the  thickest  of  the  wood,  at  a  gentler  pace  than 
that  with  which  she  had  advanced  towards 
us.  We  proceeded  slowly  on  our  way, 
watching  her  as  long  as  we  could,  and  every 
now  and  then  observed  the  quickened  pace 
which  she  again  and  again  restrained ;  but 
she  was  shortly  beyond  reach  of  our  view. 
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"  And  may  I  ask  the  name  of  this  lovely 
woodland  nymph,  with  whom  you  seem  to 
be  upon  intimate  terms  of  acquaintance?" 
said  Count  Albert,  addressing  me. 

"  No  great  intimacy  has  existed  between 
me  and  this  interesting  girl,"  I  replied, 
"  indeed,  these  are  the  first  words  that  I 
ever  exchanged  with  her." 

^*  Nay,"  resumed  the  count,  regarding 
me  with  a  look  of  incredulity,  "  pardon  my 
natural  curiosity  to  learn  the  name  and 
lineage  of  so  beautiful  a  creature,  but  if  your 
connexion  with  her  be  of  too  tender  a  nature 
to  admit  of  any  intruder,  you  need  be  under 
no  apprehension  from  me.  My  finger  is  on 
my  lips,  and  henceforward,  should  I  chance 
to  meet  the  bewitching  eyes  of  the  en- 
chantress, I  will  close  my  own,  and  thus  set 
her  charms  at  defiance.'^ 

"  You  mistake  me,  count,"  I  returned, 
"  but  I  will  quickly  undeceive  you,  and  put 
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you  in  possession  of  all  the  knowledge  I 
have  of  the  lovely  girl,  and  we  will,  if  you 
like,  return  home  by  the  road,  when  I  shall 
have  the  opportunity  of  pointing  out  to 
you  the  humble  dwelling  of  this  nymph 
of  the  forest."  I  then  related  to  him 
how  the  rustic  parents  had  attracted  my 
attention  for  many  a  long  year,  almost  my 
envy  I  may  say,  as  year  after  year  I  watched 
them  in  their  tranquillity  and  peacefulness, 
and  observed  the  expanding  beauties  of  their 
child,  the  bright  and  gladsome  Alice.  I  told 
him  how  the  health  of  Burnes  and  his  wife 
had  of  late  declined,  and  that  the  girl's  grati- 
tude to  me  and  indeed  knowledge  of  me, 
proceeded  from  nothing  more  than  my  hav- 
ing bestowed  the  trifle  upon  them  to  which 
she  had  this  evening  alluded. 

"  By  heavens  !  if  that  is  all  the  part  you 
have  in  her  history,"  exclaimed  Count  Albert, 
*^  would  to  God,  she  were  of  nobler  birth, 
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and  many  suns  should  not  set  before  she  be- 
came the  most  peerless  countess  of  the  realm, 
or  had  she  been  educated  and  used  to  good 
society,  so  that  I  might  have  cheated  the  world 
into  the  belief  that  she  were  of  no  mean 
origin,  even  then  she  shouM  have  been  mine 
honourably.  I  would  not  have  cared  to  re- 
ceive a  grain  of  paltry  gold  with  her ;  but 
her  loveliness,  deeply  as  it  is  engraven  in  my 
mind's  eye,  cannot  atone  for  mean  parentage, 
poverty,  ignorance,  and  the  want  of  that 
polish  which  good  society  puts  upon  ever^^ 
creature  with  whom  it  comes  in  frequent 
contact.  Yet,  nevertheless,  her  simple  man- 
ners, her  native  modesty,  her  guileless  inno- 
cence, have  so  bewitched  me,  that  I  cannot 
shake  her  image  from  me.  The  melting  lan- 
guage of  those  large  dark  eyes  has  found  its 
way  to  my  very  soul,  and  left  such  thrilling 
notes  on  a  responsive  chord  within  my  breast 
that  still  it  vibrates.     By  heaven !  I  must — ^' 

VOL.    II.  I 
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I  here  interrupted  the  count,  or  I  know 
not  how  long  he  would  have  continued,  half 
addressing  himself  to  me,  and  half  solilo- 
quising, and  becoming  more  and  more  ener- 
getic as  he  proceeded. 

^'  Stay,  stay.  Count  Albert,"  I  interposed, 
'^moderate  the  romantic  ardour  with  which 
you  dwell  on  the  charms  of  my  peasant  girl ; 
let  us  converse  on  some  other  subject,  and 
leave  her  to  tread  the  humble  path  which 
fate  and  the  simplicity  of  her  nature  seem 
alike  to  have  marked  out  for  her." 

^^  I  cannot,  and  I  will  not  resign  her^^'  was 
all  the  reply  that  I  could  obtain. 

"  Then  your  conduct  must  be  honourable 
towards  her,  my  lord  count,"  I  returned,  ""  or 
you  will  find  me  her  most  undoubted  cham- 
pion. I  would  as  soon  remain  passive  by  an 
injured  sister,  as  see  the  fair  fame  of  that  pure 
girl  sullied.  Pride  and  power  shall  not  enter 
the  cottage  of  the  lowly,  and  seize  upon  the 
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only  few  blessings  which  the  grudging  hand  of 
poverty  deigns  to  grant  the  inmates,  if  I  can 
stand  upon  the  threshold  and  keep  them  out. 
If  you  love  the  girl  so  deeply  from  this  tran- 
sitory  glance    that   you   cannot    be    happy 
without  her,  have  her  educated  and   marry 
her,  you  have  wealth  and   station  enough  for 
both.     Set  that  portion  of  mankind  at  defi- 
ance, that  would  scorn  you  for  taking  to  your 
hearth   the   woman   whom   you   love.      We 
should  become  more  noble  and  elevated  in 
our  natures,  if  every  man  would  rise  superior 
to  this  servile  crouching  to  the  opinion  of 
the   world.      Were    I    a   poor    man,    Count 
Albert,  I  would  not  marry  a  poor  girl  unless 
I  were  sure  that  I   could  maintain  her,  but 
with  wealth  I  would  marry  where  I  pleased ; 
and  should  I  chance  to  deem  a  girl  of  lowly 
origin  better  suited  to  my  views  of  happiness 
than  the  haughtier  and  more  superficial  dam- 
sels  of  the   land,  I   would   triumph   in  my 

I  2 
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selection,  and  instead  of  aiming  at  conceal- 
mentj  I  would  make  it  my  boast  that  my 
paragon  of  perfection  had  risen  to  her  station 
by  her  own  merit,  and  through  no  blindfold 
chance." 

"  This  is  all  very  well  in  theory,  my 
lord/*  returned  the  count,  "  but  it  is  a  fearful 
thing  in  practice^  to  face  the  derision  of  the 
world,  more  especially,  if  that  derision  be 
likewise  levelled  at  the  object  of  our  dearest 
affections." 

^^  The  world's  derision,"  I  rejoined,  "  would 
be  mere  bagatelle  to  me,  in  comparison  with 
the  possession  of  the  world^s  homage,  pro- 
vided I  were  obliged  to  have  coupled  with  it, 
a  wife  whom  I  detested,  with  nothing  but  a 
name  to  recommend  her,  and  in  every  way 
calculated  to  embitter  rather  than  sweeten 
the  cup  of  life ;  or,  what  were  worse  still,  one 
that  could  excite  in  me  no  emotion  at  all, 
either  of  love  or  of  hatred — a  cold  and  lifeless 
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thing,  never  thought  of  but  when  obtruded 
on  my  view." 

"  Such  penalty  were  indeed  a  lieavy  one 
to  pay  for  the  smiles  of  the  world/"'  returned 
the  count — "  one  of  the  most  appalling  things 
in  nature  —  they  must  leave  me  rain  and  sun- 
shine at  leasts  and  not  an  ever  cold  and 
cheerless  changeless  gloom.  But  a  truce 
with  this  subject/'  he  continued,  ^*  I  should 
be  regarded  as  a  maniac,  did  I  add  the  name 
of  a  peasant  girl  to  my  long  and  noble  line  of 
ancestry,  even  though  I  transmitted  her  love- 
liness, and  with  it  the  most  exalted  virtues  to 
jDOSterity  through  my  descendants." 

"  Then  give  me  your  word  as  a  man  of 
honour,"  I  rejoined,  "  that  you  will  not  seek 
to  harm  her,  and  assure  me  that  you  will 
leave  her  in  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  her 
present  innocence  and  happiness." 

"  Fear    me    not,"    answered    the    count, 
I  3 
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"  henceforward  we  will  not  speak  of  the  girl, 
nor  will  I  think  more  of  her  if  I  can  help  it." 

Saying  this,  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse, 
and  I  followed  his  example.  We  were  soon 
through  the  wood,  and  just  turned  the  corner 
of  the  road  which  led  into  the  village  time 
enough  to  catch  another  glimpse  of  Alice  as 
she  raised  the  latch  of  the  little  white  gate  of 
the  cottage,  heavily  laden  with  her  fire-wood. 

"  S 'death  !"  muttered'the  count,  "  would 
that  we  had  returned  by  the  same  road  we 
came,  and  I  should  not  then  have  known  the 
fairy's  dweUing." 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


"  Poor  naked  wretches,  wheresoe'er  ye  are, 

That  bide  the  pelting  of  this  pitiless  storm, 

How  shall  your  houseless  heads,  and  unfed  sides. 

Your  loop'd  and  ^\^ndow'd  raggedness,  defend  you 

From  seasons  such  as  these  ?    O,  I  have  ta'en 

Too  little  care  of  this  !    Take  physic,  pomp  ; 

Expose  thyself  to  feel  what  wretches  feel ; 

That  thou  may'st  shake  the  superflux  to  them. 

And  show  the  heavens  more  just." 

King  Lear. 

"  O  for  the  coming  of  that  glorious  time 
When,  prizing  knowledge  as  her  noblest  wealth 
And  best  protection,  this  imperial  realm, 
While  she  exacts  allegiance,  shall  admit 
An  obUgation  on  her  part,  to  teach 
Them  who  are  born  to  serve  her  and  obey ,: 
Binding  herself  by  statute  to  secure 
For  all  the  children  whom  her  soil  maintains 
The  rudiments  of  letters,  and  inform 
The  mind  with  moral  and  religious  truth 
Both  understood  and  practised. 

This  sacred  right  is  fruitlessly  announced. 

This  universal  plea  in  vain  addressed. 

To  eyes  and  ears  of  parents  who  themselves 

Did,  in  the  time  of  their  necessity. 

Urge  it  in  vain ;  and  therefore  like  a  prayer 

That  from  the  humblest  floor  ascends  to  heaven. 

It  mounts  to  reach  the  state's  parental  ear ; 

Who,  if  indeed  she  own  a  mother's  heart, 

And  be  not  most  unfeelingly  devoid 

Of  gratitude  to  Providence,  wUl  grant 

The  unquestionable  good." 

The  Excursiov. 


To  return  to  the  more  public  affairs  of  the 
country,  I  must  now  state,  that  this  lapse  of 
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time  had  been  occupied  by  the  most  strenuous 
exertions  on  the  part  of  the  queen  to  induce 
the  legislators  of  her  realm  to  enter  into  her 
views^  and  to  adopt  her  wise  and  benevolent 
measures. 

I  had  been  present  at  many  of  the  special 
councils  that  had  been  expressly  called  by 
lier  majesty.  At  one  of  these,  she  had 
renewed  and  warmly  advocated  the  propo- 
sitions for  the  general  education  of  children, 
and  the  more  careful  distribution  of  relief  to 
the  poor ;  but  I  will  only  offer  to  the  reader 
some  of  the  heads  of  the  remarks  that  were 
made  :  an  attempt  to  give  them  at  length 
would  engross  more  time  and  attention  than 
I  can  at  present  command. 

On  one  of  these  occasions,  in  reply  to 
the  queen's  arguments  and  earnest  soli- 
citations upon  these  subjects,  one  of  her 
council  arose  and  observed  :  — 

**  The  national  and  careful  education  of 
all  the  lower  orders  of  society,  which  you, 
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most  noble  lady,  propose,  however  desirable 
it  may  be — however  it  might  suppress  or 
exterminate  crime — however  it  might  ame- 
liorate the  miseries  of  this  innumerable  class 
of  the  people,  and  fit  them  to  become 
respectable  members  of  society,  and  worthy 
co-heirs  with  ourselves  of  a  happy  eternity, 
can  never  be  accomplished — it  is  incom- 
patible with  the  laws — with  the  religion  of 
our  country.  The  difficulties  attending  it 
cannot  be  overcome.  Our  religion  forbids 
our  mingUng  indiscriminately  together,  the 
children  of  all  your  majesty^s  subjects,  of 
every  denomination,  to  have  the  various 
points  of  their  belief  unsettled.  Our  laws 
and  our  religion  ahke  forbid  us^  as  a  nation, 
to  estabhsh  schools  where  doctrines  would 
be  inculcated  which  do  not  entirely  agree 
with  the  orthodox — with  the  established 
faith." 

The   noble   lord   resumed   his   seat,  and 
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Lord  H (of  whom  we  spoke  in  a  former 

chapter)  arose  and  observed  :  — 

"  With  regard  to  your  majesty's  next 
proposition,  that  temptation  to  crime  be 
removed,  by  affording  food  and  shelter  to  all 
those  who  stand  in  need  of  it — allow  me  to 
state  my  opinion,  that  enough  is  already 
done  for  the  poor,  the  taxes  levied  for  them 
are  heavy,  and  the  sums  immense  that  are 
annually  collected — the  country  will  not  bear 
higher  rates.  It  is  impossible  that  more  can 
be  done  without  infringing  upon  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  nobles  of  the  land  ;  and 
independently  of  this,  it  is  not  desirable  that 
the  idle  and  the  unworthy  should  be  pro- 
vided for — it  is  necessary  that  there  should 
be  suffering  amongst  the  lower  classes  to  spur 
them  on  to  industry,  and  to  the  procuring 
their  own  sustenance.  Were  it  otherwise, 
your  majesty's  dominions  would  soon  be  in  a 
state  of  utter  bankruptcy — our  lands  would 


OR,    ISLAND    QL'EEX.  95 

be  uncultivated —  our  manufactures  would 
stand  still  —  our  commerce  would  cease  — 
and  our  buildings  fall  into  decay.  We 
should  never  find  man  willing  to  labour  for 
and  obtain  his  own  support  by  the  sweat  of 
his  brow,  whilst  he  could  have  his  actual 
wants  supplied  through  any  other  medium/' 

Lord  H took  his   seat,  and  the  queen 

arose  and  said  — 

"  In  reply  to  the  obsen-ations  respecting 
the  national  education  of  the  unhappy  —  the 
neglected  children  of  poverty  —  I  can  scarcely 
find  language  sufficiently  energetic  to  convey 
my  disapprobation,  my  dismay,  at  the  un- 
worthy sentiments  expressed  in  opposition 
to  it. 

"  That  although  this  benevolent  system 
should  amehorate  sufi'ering — should  extermi- 
nate crime — and  render  the  objects  exercised 
upon  good  members  of  society  and  worthy 
a  happy  eternity,  it  must  be  relinquished,  or 
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only  partially  acceded  to,  on  account  of  the 
contested  doctrinal  points  of  belief  of  different 
parties,    and    for    the    indulgence    of    that 
sectarian  spirit  which  is  nursed  with  but  too 
much     care     amongst    us.       And     is     it," 
continued  the   queen,   "  in  a  christian  land 
I  sit,  and  hear  such  unchristian  spirit  and 
reasoning   openly   avowed  ?      My    lords,    it 
reflects  shame   upon  us.     Does  this  narrow 
view   of  the   will   of   God   accord  with  the 
expansive  views,  the  universal  doctrines  of  our 
great  teacher?  Can  we  hold  ourselves  guiltless 
for  the  delay  only  of  so  much  positive  good, 
in  order  to  accommodate  to  ourselves  and  to 
our  own  worldly  views,  the  slight  difficulties 
which  arise  in  our  way  ?     Shall  the  helpless 
victims  of  our  caprice  (for  such,  my  lords,  I 
must  call  it)  be  sacrificed,  because  we  cannot 
agree  upon  the  precise  manner  of  raising  the 
cup   of  happiness  and   redemption   to   their 
lips? 
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Shall  they  be  brought  up  in  utter 
ignorance,  because  we  tremble,  or  feign  to 
tremble,  lest  a  word  in  their  book  of 
instruction  be  wrongly  spelt  ?  My  lords  (I 
must  thus  address  you  according  to  ancient 
custom,  though  when  engrossed  by  such  a 
subject,  I  would  fain  wave  the  playing  at 
lords  and  ladies,  and  assume  the  plain  and 
simple  mode  of  addressing  each  other  as 
reasonable  creatures,  equal  in  the  eyes  of 
Him  who  now  looks  down  upon  us),  is  not 
poverty  misery  enough  for  the  children  of 
the  indigent  to  be  born  heirs  to,  without 
ha\'ing  added  thereto,  impenetrable  dark- 
ness, because  their  more  enlightened  fellow- 
creatures  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  most  correct 
method  of  raising  the  veil  from  their  eyes  ? 
Shall  they  be  left  to  drag  out  their  existence 
in  dreary  ignorance,  and  be  allowed  to  run 
first  into  mischief,  then  into  vice,  because 
they  have  no  higher  resources,  and  because 

VOL.  II.  K 


98  THE    MAIDEN    MONARCH; 

there  is  that  activity  in  our  nature  that 
cannot  exist  without  excitement  ? 

"  My  lords,  it  is  for  the  good  of  the 
country  that  we  should  change  and  amend 
those  laws  which  impede  the  advancement  of 
the  people.  The  true  spirit  of  our  religion, 
instead  of  forbidding  us  to  mingle  all  classes 
together  to  receive  instruction,  offers  us  the 
example  of  the  one  great  teacher  of  mankind, 
receiving  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  extending 
alike  to  all  the  hand  of  gentleness  to  lead 
them  forward — speaking  words  of  persuasion 
and  instruction  to  all  who  would  hear  him, 
though  they  differed  among  themselves  and 
from  him  in  their  opinions. 

"  We  tolerate  the  existence  of  the  various 
sects  in  our  dominions — we  allow  every  man 
to  worship  God  in  his  own  way — and  can 
our  established  religion  teach  us  to  throw 
stumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  helpless 
infancy  ?     Shall  we  refuse   to  give  any  as- 
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sistance,  because  we  may  not  administer  it 
according  to  our  own  fashion  ?  It  is  but 
just  and  desirable,  my  lords,  that  all  parents 
should  take  interest  in,  and  have  the  privilege 
of  choosing  the  path  in  which  their  children 
shall  walk,  until  they  are  able  to  judge  for 
themselves.  Let  us  not  strive  to  snatch 
from  them  this  natural  responsibility — rather 
let  us  do  all  we  can  to  assist  them  in  their 
cares,  and  to  encourage  their  watchful 
anxiety — let  us  remove  their  children  from 
the  precincts  of  vice,  and  afford  to  every 
helpless  infant,  a  moral,  virtuous,  and  rehgious 
education,  unfettered  by  any  doctrinal  ^dews. 
Surely  this  were  better  than  leaving  them 
entirely  without  knowledge,  and  abandoning 
them  to  their  present  state  of  degradation. 
If  we  regard  this  measure,  my  lords,  in  a 
pohtical  point  of  view,  it  would  be  the  first 
grand  step  towards  removing  idleness,  drunk- 
enness, and  attendant  poverty  and  crime 
K  2 
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from  our  land,  and  would  consequently 
lessen,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  the 
expenses  of  the  country. 

'^  As  a  concluding  observation  on  this  pro- 
position, I  must  entreat  you  not  to  cast  it 
hastily  aside  nor  to  be  dismayed  by  the  difiBcul- 
ties  to  be  overcome ;  and  furthermore,  I  would 
that  all  those  in  our  council  opposed  to  this 
measure,  take  a  solemn  oath,  and  call  upon 
their  God  to  witness  it,  that  they  are  actuated 
by  conscientious  scruples  alone,  and  that 
worldly  views  and  interests  have  no  weight 
with  them." 

The  queen  now  resumed  her  seat,  after 
requesting  that  those  gentlemen  of  the  council 
who  wished  to  speak  upon  this  subject  would 
do  so  before  she  proceeded  to  the  next 
proposition  objected  to  in  the  speech  of 
Lord  H. 

But  with  the  exception  of  a  few  simple 
observations   from   Lord   Newton   (who   re- 
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frained  from  exerting  his  ovm  powers  in 
furtherance  of  the  queen's  cause,  so  long  as 
she  could  do  it  so  ably  for  herself  and  for 
her  people),  all  sat  in  moody  silence,  after 
observing  that  they  would  deliberate  upon 
the  matter,  but  whether  this  silence  proceeded 
from  a  spirit  of  determined  opposition,  or 
from  their  desire  to  take  time  for  considera- 
tion before  they  canvassed  it  further  with 
her  majesty,  I  was  wholly  unable  to  judge. 

When  the  queen  had  sufficiently  recovered 
from  her  previous  excitement,  she  again  arose 
and  proceeded  thus  :  — 

"  My  Lord  H 's  first  objection  to  the 

next  subject  upon  which  we  have  to  treat  is — 
*  That  enough  is  already  done  for  the  poor.' 
Had  the  noble  lord  devoted  a  few  of  his  lei- 
sure hours  to  investigating  the  truth  of  his 
assertion,  he  would  at  least  have  been  less  bold 
in  the  avowal  of  it.  No  one  who  ever  studied 
this  subject  with  the  desire  of  forming  a  cor- 
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rect  opinion,  or  of  remedying  existing  evils, 
could  arrive  at  such  a  conclusion.  I  admit  that 
much  is  done  for  them,  and  that  immense 
sums  of  money  are  annually  collected  for  their 
relief;  but  is  the  duty  of  the  government  dis- 
charged when  the  money  is  collected  ?  Should 
it  not  keep  a  more  jealous  eye  over  the  dis- 
tribution of  money  gathered  for  so  sacred  a 
purpose,  than  an  anxious  parent  over  the  por- 
tions of  his  children  ?  My  lords,  I  venture  to 
assert  that  enough  is  not  done  for  the  poor  ; 
whilst  as  we  look  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the 
left,  our  eyes  rest  upon  squalid,  half- starved 
fellow- creatures,  houseless,  hopeless,  and  with 
scarcely  a  rag  to  screen  them  from  the  bleak 
and  bitter  winter's  wind.  Let  those  who 
think  otherwise  make  their  own  investiga- 
tions ;  let  them  observe  the  portly  form  of  the 
meanest  of  our  government  or  parochial  offi- 
cers (of  whom,  I  fear  me,  there  are  still  too 
many  to  be  fed  and  fattened  from  the  sacred 
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gleanings  for  the  children  of  indigence),  and 
look  from  him    to   the  meagre  wretch  who 
turns    away    sorrowful    and    dejected^    after 
soliciting  in  vain  a  small  stipend  to  keep  him 
and  his  helpless  children  from  stars^ation  ;  a 
request  that  must  be  denied  him^  unless  he 
will  consent   to  sacrifice  the  privilege  of  a 
home  of  his  own,  part  with  his  freedom,  his 
wife,  his  children,  and  his  owti  fire-side,  and 
live  as  his  country   shall  dictate;  for  upon 
such  terms  alone  wiU  she  render  him  assist- 
ance.    What  privations,  what   suffering  will 
not    the    free-born    man   of  warm   feelings 
undergo  before  he  will  thus  submit.     And  is 
it  needful  that  so  much  should  be  required  of 
him  ?  Can  no  means  be  devised  to  insure  him 
food    and    shelter,   but    by    exacting    every 
enjoyment  of  life  from  him  ?  It  is  a  high  price 
for   the   poor   man    to    pay   for    our    scanty 
bounty — can  only  be  productive  of  discontent : 
and  few  but  the  unworthy  will  accept  assist- 


104  THE    MAIDEN    MONARCH  ; 

ance  upon  such  terms.  What  avails  it,  my 
lords,  that  we  establish  poor-houses,  and  ex- 
pend over  them  the  large  supplies  which  we 
drain  from  the  public,  if  the  aid  we  thus  offer 
the  destitute  produces  no  other  feelings  than 
those  of  repugnance  and  unthankfulness,  and 
whilst  numbers  will  perish  with  their  infants 
in  the  streets,  rather  than  accept  of  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  we  offer  relief. 

"  And  what  avails  it,  my  lords,  that  our 
officials  distribute  a  niggardly  weekly  pit- 
tance of  money  to  some  few  individuals,  if  at 
the  same  time  they  are  incapable  of  judging 
whether  it  will  suffice  with  the  little  that  may 
be  earned,  to  preserve  the  supplicants  from 
the  most  abject  misery,  or  whether  it  may  not 
be  improperly  applied,  and  the  whole  of  the 
small  sum  expended  (perhaps  in  utter  de- 
spair) at  the  first  place  where  spirituous 
liquors  may  be  procured.  The  children  of 
ignorance  and  misery  must  be  trained  to  the 
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knowledge  of  right  and  wTong,  and  must  be 
educated  as  we  are  to  exercise  correct  judg- 
ment, before  it  is  wise  to  entrust  the  expen- 
diture of  that  which  we  bestow  to  them.  We 
would  not,  my  lords,  give  to  a  young  child 
the  only  shilling  that  was  to  provide  him  sus- 
tenance for  some  days,  and  rely  upon  his  dis- 
cretion to  determine  between  laying  it  out  in 
sweetmeats  for  the  gratification  of  the  moment, 
or  in  procuring  what  was  needful  for  him  ; 
and  the  uninstructed  poor,  my  lords,  can  but 
be  regarded  as  overgrown  children.  Then  let 
us  make  the  outlay  for  them.  We  will  not 
deprive  them  of  their  freedom  and  the  few 
enjoyments  their  situation  in  life  affords. 
Our  manufactures  have  attaind,  or  nearly 
attained,  perfection ;  and  we  may  at  but  small 
comparative  expenditure  insure  the  child  of 
poverty  the  beneficial  results,  by  supplying 
him  with  warm  clothing,  at  the  same  time 
securing  to  him  the  continual  comfort  of  it, 
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by  lessening  the  facility  of  disposing  of  that 
which  our  cares  provides. 

"And  before  we   indulge  ourselves,  my 
lords,  with  the  luxuries  of  the  table,  we  will 
be  assured  that  a  homely,  yet  wholesome, 
meal  is  provided  for  every  creature  in  our 
realm  less  fortunate  than  ourselves.     As  to 
shelter,  my  lords,  the  supplies  are  enormous 
that  are  granted,  if  the  monarch  to  gratify  his 
fancy  desires  a  new  palace  to  be  erected,  or 
an  old  one  embellished ;  but,  during  my  reign, 
allow  me  to  solicit  these  grants  and  appro- 
priate  them   to  the   construction  of  simple 
huts  to  cover  the  unsheltered  heads  of  the 
destitute.     I  am  told  that  the  poor  are  un- 
grateful.    My  lords,  it  is  our  fault  if  they  are 
so ;  why  have  we  so  long  left  them  in  utter 
ignorance  of  mind,  and  passively  witnessed 
so  much  bodily  suffering,  instead  of  seeking 
to  change  our  injudicious  attempts  to  assist 
them,  and  effectually  ameliorate  their  suffer- 
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ings.  The  appropriation  of  the  money  col- 
lected for  them  should  be  more  immediately 
under  our  own  care.  Let  us  not,  as  a  nation, 
have  but  the  name  of  supporting  the  desti- 
tute, but  rather  let  every  poor  man  feel  that 
he  is  blest  in  living  under  our  dominion. 

"  Fear  not  that  our  country  would  be  beg- 
gared by  a  more  universal,  a  more  careful 
system  of  reUeving  the  indigent.  The  safest 
and  the  surest  means  of  securing  the  founda- 
tion of  a  kingdom  is  to  render  the  lower 
classes  happy  and  contented ;  to  awaken  in 
their  bosoms  a  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  just 
and  kindly  distribution  of  all  the  good  that  it 
is  in  our  power  to  bestow  upon  them,  and 
thus  to  create  a  healthful  state  of  both  mind 
and  body.  It  is  reasoning  against  the  very 
nature  of  man,  to  urge  that  idleness  and  a 
cessation  of  all  labour  would  be  the  result  of 
supplying  the  actual  wants  of  those  who 
stand  in  need  of  our  assistance.     Man  must 
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be  a  differently  constituted  being  before  such 
a  result  could  take  place.  The  love  of  the  good 
things  of  this  life,  and  the  desire  of  acquisition, 
of  rising  higher  and  higher  in  the  scale  of 
society,  are  feehngs  too  strongly  implanted 
in  the  human  breast  to  permit  this  to  be  the 
case.  Few  indeed  would  be  the  instances  of 
the  man  of  industry  being  allured  to  idleness 
by  the  coarse  garb  and  homely  fare  that  his 
country  could  afford  to  provide  for  him  ; — as 
to  the  man  of  idleness,  he  who  would  at  all 
times  starve  rather  than  work,  though  we 
frequently  and  unavoidably  feed  him  with 
the  more  deserving,  were  it  not  better  than 
that  one  poor  creature  should  perish  from 
want  in  this  land  of  plenty,  or  than  that  one 
man  should  have  recourse  to  crime  to  save 
his  children  from  starvation. 

"  In  a  christian  and  a  flourishing  land  like 
this,  there  should  be  in  every  town  or  parish 
a  hospitable-house,   always  open  to  all  our 
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needy  subjects,  where  they  might  at  least  find 
food  to  appease  their  hunger.  Whilst  igno- 
rance of  mind  and  bodily  suffering  are  the 
portions  of  the  lower  orders  of  society,  we 
must  look  for  no  other  produce  than  crime 
and  depravity  of  every  description  from 
plants  so  injured  and  diseased  at  their  very 
rocts. 

"  My  lords,  we  will  devote  our  nicest  care 
to  the  remodelling  of  this  class  ;  to  the  raising 
a  stately  edifice  in  our  happy  land  that  shall 
increase  in  strength  and  beauty  as  it  increases 
in  age,  and  be  a  lasting  memorial  to  future 
generations  of  the  unlimited  good  which  a 
wise  and  benevolent  government  may  secure 
to  an  intelligent  people." 

Thus  it  was  the  queen  ofttimes  exerted 
herself  in  the  cause  of  virtue  and  general 
reformation  ;  but  the  strenuous  efibrts  which 
she  had  been  making  for  years  were  inva- 
riably frustrated  by  the  powerful  influence  of 
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selfish  interests.  Wearied  alike  by  continual 
opposition  to  her  wishes,  annoyed  by  the 
incessant  change  of  her  ministers,  dispirited 
by  the  evident  tokens  of  the  loss  she  must 
shortly  sustain  in  the  death  of  her  venerable 
friend  and  excellent  adviser,  Lord  Newton, 
and  convinced  that  the  good  she  had  rendered 
her  people  was  by  the  examples  of  her  private 
life  alone,  she  no  longer  desired  to  retain  the 
privilege  of  wearing  a  crown  that  rested  so 
uneasily  on  her  brow. 
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CHAPTER   VII. 


"  Beseech  you, 
Of  your  own  state  take  care ;  this  dream  of  mine, — 
Being  now  awake,  I  '11  queen  it  no  inch  further." 

Winter's  Tale. 

And  dost  thou  now  repent  ?    Poor  troubled  man, 
I  do  forgive  thee,  and  may  heaven  forgive  thee  !" 

"  Remorse." — Coleridge. 


The  gentle,  the  virtuous  integrity  of  the 
queen's  conduct  on  all  occasions,  so  interfered 
with  the  mercenary,  the  ambitioi;s  views  of 
many,  and  with  the  sensual  indulgences  of 
others,  that  they  would  gladly  have  wrested 
power  from  her  hand  had  they  dared  to 
attempt  it ;  but  despite  their  connivance, 
their  intrigue,  and  their  constant  endeavours 
to  suppress  the  circulation  of  truth  respecting 
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the  efforts  which  she  had  made  to  secure  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  and  despite  the  false 
rumours  which  they  had  raised  relative  to  her 
words  and  actions,  she  was  in  favour  with  the 
multitude ;  the  people  were  not  blinded,  though 
dust  had  been  thrown  into  their  eyes.  But 
this  availed  little.  It  is  true,  the  people  at 
large  might  have  put  a  negative  upon  any 
attempt  to  wrest  the  sceptre  from  her  grasp, 
but  she  could  not  look  to  them  for  assist- 
ance where  she  most  desired  it — what  could 
they  do  to  support  her  in  those  endeavours 
which  her  ennobled,  her  persevering  spirit, 
so  eagerly  pursued  ?  She  wished  not  to  sway 
the  sceptre  unless  it  were  over  a  nation  where 
justice  and  mercy  were  the  only  attributes  of 
its  rulers,  and  where  she  had  to  sanction  no 
laws  or  customs  but  those  which  the  heart 
might  dictate,  and  the  conscience  could  ap- 
prove ;  and  finding  herself  wholly  defeated  in 
all   her   undertakings,    she    made   a   formal 
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tender  of  her  resignation.  An  elaborate 
speech  was  drawn  up  by  those  who  had  most 
earnestly  opposed  her,  replete  with  expres- 
sions of  feigned  regret  and  reluctance  to 
yield  to  her  majesty's  proposal;  entreating  at 
the  same  time,  that  if  such  were  the  unalter- 
able decree  of  her  majesty,  that  she  would 
condescend  to  go  in  state  on  the  day  on 
which  her  successor  should  be  crowned,  to 
resign  her  dignities  with  all  the  pomp  and 
ceremony  with  which  she  had  first  assumed 
them.  By  this  public  display  they  hoped  to 
remove  all  suspicion  and  odium  from  them- 
selves, and  to  convince  the  people  that  the 
queen's  conduct  was  prompted  by  her  own 
free  will  alone. 

The  queen  consented  to  their  request. 

AH.  was  tranquil  whilst  the  necessary 
preparations  were  being  made  for  the  cere- 
mony. The  people  had  been  duly  informed 
of    her   majesty's    intention.       There   were 
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various  meetings  amongst  them.  Large 
multitudes  were  frequently  assembled  during 
this  interval  of  time,  and  petitions  were  daily 
expected  to  pray  the  queen  to  change  her 
determination,  but  none  was  presented. 
The  meetings  of  the  people  gradually  de- 
clined, and  there  was  an  appearance  of  general 
satisfaction  which  equally  surprised  and  gra- 
tified those  who  expected  to  hold  favour 
under  the  ensuing  reign. 

The  proclamation  of  the  succeeding  mo- 
narch was  passively  received,  and  there  were 
no  tokens  of  sorrow  displayed  by  the  people 
at  the  approaching  resignation  of  their  exem- 
plary queen.  She  was  to  retain  the  royal 
prerogatives  until  the  day  of  the  coronation 
of  her  successor.  There  was  an  unchanging 
sadness  observable  upon  the  countenance  of 
the  sovereign,  which  many  of  her  attendants 
construed  into  regret  for  the  step  which  she 
had  taken.    But  to  Lord  Newton  and  myself. 
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who  I  believe  understood  her  majesty's 
character  and  feelings  more  clearly  than  any 
other  of  her  suite,  the  shade  of  melancholy  that 
was  cast  over  her  lovely  features  spoke  but 
an  inward  sadness  and  disappointment  at  the 
little  affection  which  she  had  created  in  the 
breasts  of  the  people,  for  whom  she  had 
laboured  so  long,  though  so  ineifectuaUy,  and 
indicated  that  it  would  have  been  more  con- 
genial to  her  kindly  nature  had  they  evinced 
some  reluctance  to  j^art  with  her,  although 
we  were  equally  convinced  that  this  would 
not  have  induced  her  to  change  her  deter- 
mination ;  for  she  was  fearful  that  the  odium 
resting  upon  her  amongst  the  nobles,  and  the 
incessant  opposition  between  herself  and  her 
ministers,  must  prove  detrimental  to  the 
nation. 

The    queen    inquired    of    her    constant 
attendant.  Lord  Newton,  who  now  became 
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very  feeble,  "  Whether  he  were  equal  to  the 
fatigue  of  accompanying  her  to  visit  the 
prisoner,  Bertrand,"  adding,  with  a  forced 
yet  bright  smile,  that  for  an  instant  lighted 
up  her  sad  countenance,  "  that  it  was  the 
last  fatigue  she  would  impose  upon  him  ; 
and  that,  when  in  the  peaceful  seclusion  of 
private  life,  she  would  become  his  tender 
nurse,  instead  of  his  extortioning  task- 
mistress/' 

"  My  sun  is  well  nigh  set,  my  liege,'^  re- 
plied the  venerable  old  man,  "  but  so  long  as 
a  flickering  ray  is  left,  thou  shalt  claim  the 
last  faint  glimmer  that  it  can  shed  around 
thee,  whether  in  public,  or  in  the  sweeter 
serenity  of  private  life.  I  bless  heaven," 
continued  the  old  man,  **  that  the  span  of 
my  existence  has  been  so  lengthened;  that  I 
have  had  the  gratification,  before  I  sink  into 
my  last  sleep,  to  see  that  the  end,  though  an 
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untimely  one,  of  your  majesty's  bold  career, 
is  less  tragic  than  I  have  ever  feared  it  must 
prove.'* 

"  Would  that  it  had  been  more  tragic, 
my  lord,"  resumed  the  queen,  ^^  so  that  we 
had  but  succeeded  in  our  strenuous  efforts  to 
put  down  tyranny  and  injustice,  and  to  raise 
up  in  their  stead  virtue  and  happiness, 
amongst  our  benighted  and  suffering  sub- 
jects. A  martyr^s  death  had  then  been  a 
sweet  one,  my  lord." 

"  Console  yourself,  rather  than  indulge 
in  vain  regrets,  most  noble  lady/^  returned 
Lord  Newton,  "  with  the  consciousness  that 
you  have  discharged  the  duties  of  the  highly- 
responsible  station  you  were  called  upon  to 
fill,  to  the  very  best  of  your  ability  ;  and  that, 
notwithstanding  you  now  retire  from  pubhc 
notice,  and  your  actions  will  no  longer  be 
the  standard  for  others  to  imitate,  the 
remembrance  of  your  virtuous  example  must 
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have  sunk  deeply  into  the  bosoms  of  many ; 
and  that  the  causes  which  you  have  often 
and  warmly  advocated,  must  have  excited  so 
much  thought  in  reflective  minds,  that  it  can 
never  be  dissipated.  Light  will  eventually 
break  in  upon  the  measures  that  you  have 
urged,  and  conviction  will,  sooner  or  later, 
come  so  forcibly  upon  the  minds  of  all,  that 
they  must  yield  to  its  influences,  and  then 
will  it  be  known  and  felt  that  your  majesty^s 
exertions  have  not  been  utterly  lost,  but  that 
so  long  as  the  nation  exists,  its  deepest 
gratitude  is  justly  due  to  you." 

'*  Methinks,"  observed  the  queen  (changing 
the  personal  tone  of  the  conversation),  ^'  that 
even  under  a  limited  monarchy  like  ours, 
much  more  essential  good  would  be  done  for 
the  country,  under  any  monarch,  let  his 
character  be  what  it  might,  were  the  truth 
strongly  impressed  upon  him,  that  he  is 
highly  responsible  to  both  God  and  man,  for 
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the  sanction  which  he  gives  to  every  trans- 
action of  his  ministers  ;  as  also  the  bias 
which  he  gives  to  vice  and  virtue  in  society, 
according  to  the  morality  or  immorality  of 
his  court." 

"  True,  lady,"  returned  Lord  Newton, 
"  but  it  is  more  consistent  with,  and  more 
convenient  to  worldly  policy  and  intrigue,  to 
impress  upon  the  mind  of  the  sovereign  that 
he  is  not  responsible  for  any  transaction ; 
were  this  not  instilled  into  him,  he  would  at 
once  cease  to  be  the  tool  of  his  creatures,  and 
would  keep  a  far  more  anxious  eye  over  the 
affairs  of  the  nation." 

"  But,  nevertheless,  as  a  rational  creature, 
he  camiot  be  held  guiltless  for  his  assumed 
creduHty,"  replied  the  queen. 

'^  It  is  an  easy  faith  to  put  on,  lady/* 
returned  Lord  Newton,  "  and  must  hang 
lightly  and  pleasantly  enough  whilst  worn 
with  careless  gaiety." 
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"  But/'  said  the  queen,  "  when  the  day  of 
retribution  comes,  and  an  account  of  his 
stewardship  is  required  from  him,  ^twill  prove 
but  too  flimsy  a  garment  wherein  to  WTap 
and  screen  himself  from  the  angry  frown  of  a 
justly- offended  God  ;  I  fear  me,  on  such  an 
emergency,  he  would  find  easy  credulity 
transformed  from  the  light  and  pleasant  gar- 
ment into  a  heavy  weight  upon  his  con- 
science, not  very  easy  to  dislodge/^ 

"  The  knowledge  of  the  certainty  that 
that  fearful  day  must  come,  is  but  too  fre- 
quently stifled  and  silenced  in  our  breasts, 
and  bid  not  to  intrude  itself  upon  us  in  the 
days  of  our  festivity,"  said  Lord  Newton, 
'*  and  whilst  these  things  are  so,  whilst  man 
in  the  full  possession  of  his  faculties  can  be 
lulled  or  affect  to  be  lulled  into  the  belief 
that  he  is  not  responsible  for  his  public  acts, 
or  for  the  sanction  he  gives  to  law^s,  just  or 
unjust,  by  which  a  nation  is  to  be  governed. 
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your  majesty  can  no  longer  deem  it  strange 
that  he  should  not  consider  himself  account- 
able for  his  actions  in  private  life.'^ 

"  Most  assuredly  not,  the  one  involves 
the  other/^  returned  the  queen.  "  But  let 
us  to  our  prisoner,  my  lord,  we  ever  find 
your  converse  so  pleasant,  that  it  beguiles 
us  from  our  purpose."  Saying  this,  the 
queen  took  the  arm  of  the  aged  minister, 
and  both  quitting  the  saloon,  repaired  to 
the  carriage  which  awaited  them,  when 
her  majesty  resumed  the  conversation,  by 
observ'ing,  as  they  rode  forward,  "  I  must 
loose  the  barred  gate  of  the  prisoner  whilst  I 
have  yet  the  power,  my  lord ;  he  has  been 
incarcerated  for  ten  years,  and  I  will  be 
security  for  his  future  good  conduct.  Though 
he  starve,  my  lord,  I  will  pledge  my  word 
that  he  will  never  again  seek  to  obtain  food 
by  unlawful  means." 

"  Possibly  he  may  prefer  the  quiet  of  his 
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present  condition,  after  being  so  long  inured 
to  it,  to  that  freedom  which  subjects  him 
to  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  a  livelihood," 
returned  Lord  Newton. 

"  We  will  hold  conversation  with  him, 
my  lord,"  said  the  queen,  ''  and  learn,  if  we 
can,  the  real  state  of  his  feelings  and  in- 
clinations, before  we  make  the  object  of  our 
visit  known  to  him." 

^^  We  have  had  many  proofs,"  returned 
Lord  Newton,  "  that  he  possesses  no  latent 
feelings  of  resistance  to  the  will  of  his 
superiors." 

"  His  quiet  submission,"  replied  the 
queen,  "  serves  but  the  more  fully  to  con- 
vince me,  my  lord,  that  each  individual  who 
holds  influence  in  our  houses  of  legislature, 
or  lends  his  aid  in  giving  laws  to  a  countr)^, 
should  be  compelled  to  study  human  nature 
deeply,  and  to  give  evidence  of  his  pro- 
ficiency in   this   acquirement,  before   he  is 


OR,    ISLAND    QUEEN.  123 

permitted  to  have  a  voice  in  the  government 
of  the  actions  and  passions  of  his  fellow- 
creatures/^ 

"  This  is  especially  needful  to  enable 
him  to  award  judicious  punishment  to  our 
culprits,"  said  Lord  Newton. 

**  Undoubtedly,  my  lord,"  returned  the 
queen^  "  he  would  then  be  convinced,  that 
if  he  wished  to  correct  faults  in  others,  or  to 
suppress  crimes,  at  which  his  own  nature 
revolts,  and  to  gain  an  entire  ascendency 
over  the  minds  of  oflfenders,  he  must  be 
careful  to  have  recourse  to  such  means  only 
as  shall  convince  the  understandings  of  the 
sufferers,  that  the  punishment  inflicted  is 
corrective  and  less  severe  than  their  crimes 
justly  merit.  Gentle  treatment,  my  lord, 
creates  gentle  feelings,  but  severity  never 
fails  to  produce  a  rebellious  spirit.  Over- 
powering force  which  cannot  be  resisted, 
may  intimidate  for  a  short  space  of  time,  but 
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can  never  effect  more.  Yet,  what  avails  it 
that  we  thus  converse,  my  lord,  and  assert 
our  own  convictions  ?  we  have  full  often 
held  anxious  consultation  on  this  subject, 
and  it  has  availed  nothing,  save  in  the  one 
solitary  instance  of  the  individual,  whose 
lone  dwelling  we  are  now  approaching. 
Alas  !  my  lord,"  she  continued,  "  how 
fondly,  for  years,  did  I  cherish  the  hope 
that  my  reign  would  prove  a  blessing  to  my 
people — but  the  vision  has  passed  from  me, 
and  left  me  a  spirit  most  severely  oppressed 
with  disappointment."  As  these  words  died 
away  sorrowfully  from  the  lips  of  the  queen, 
the  postilion  drew  up  before  the  gate  of  that 
retreat,  the  solitude  of  which  was  seldom 
intruded  upon. 

The  massive  bolts  and  bars  were  shortly 
withdrawn,  the  gate  swung  back  on  its 
creaking  hinges,  and  her  majesty  and  Lord 
Newton   entered,   to    the    utter    amazement 
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of    the     tenant    of    the    humble    dwelling 
within. 

The  first  emotion  betrayed  by  Bertrand 
on  the  appearance  of  her  majesty,  was  that 
of  shame,  or  a  desire  to  shrink  from  obser- 
vation— from  the  gaze  of  one  who  had 
known  the  black  deeds  of  his  former  life, 
and  who  had  shown  so  much  unmerited 
kindness  and  mercy  towards  him — but  this 
emotion  was  as  transitory  as  it  was  natural 
— it  quickly  gave  place  to  the  most  serene 
composure,  and  to  indications  of  gratitude 
and  humility ;  and  with  silent  deferential 
respect,  he  fell  upon  his  knees  before  her. 

The  queen  stood  beside  Lord  Newton, 
and  thus  addressed  the  prisoner — 

*^  Bertrand,  you  see  the  confidence  that 
is  now  placed  in  you,  by  our  attendants 
remaining  without  the  gates,  whilst  an  infirm 
old  man,  and  your  unprotected  sovereign, 
venture  within  your  abode.'* 
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The  prisoner^  already  overcome  by  the 
kindliness  of  her  manner,  and  by  the  few 
words  which  she  addressed  to  him,  ejaculated, 
"  Most  gracious  lady,  I  were  a  very  fiend 
could  I  offer  injury  to  one  who  has  snatched 
me  from  perdition.  I  would  now  think 
lightly  of  sacrificing  my  life  to  save  your 
majesty  the  least  sorrow  or  suifering." 

"  'Tis  well,  Bertrand,"  returned  the  queen, 
"  but  before  you  make  any  lavish  expressions 
of  gratitude  for  the  treatment  which  you 
have  received  at  our  hands,  I  would  have 
you  reply  with  truth  and  simplicity  to  the 
few  questions  that  1  am  about  to  put  to 
you." 

**  You  remember  what  you  were  when  you 
last  stood  before  us." 

The  prisoner  bowed  his  head  almost  to  the 
earth,  but  replied  not, 

"  At  that  time,"  continued  the  queen, 
'*  my  heart  sickened  at  the  remembrance  of 
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your  guilty  actions  ;  and  I  trembled  for  one 
who,  conscious  of  his  crimes,  could  stand  so 
boldly  and  obdurately  in  our  presence.  1  am 
not  now  come  to  upbraid  you  with  your  past 
offences,  but  would  know  from  your  own 
lips  what  punishment  you  would  at  that 
time  have  chosen,  had  it  been  offered  you  to 
choose,  between  death,  transportation,  and 
the  solitary  confinement  to  which  you  have 
been  subjected  ?" 

"  Death,  my  lady,'^  replied  the  prisoner 
without  hesitation,  but  in  a  low,  deep  voice, 
as  though  he  were  appalled  by  his  own 
gloomy  avowal. 

"  Your  reason,  Bertrand,''  said  the  queen, 
"  life  is  mostly  so  dear  that  every  creature  in 
existence  is  well  pleased  to  accept  it  on  any 
terms.'' 

'*  I  feared  neither  man  nor  God,  lady,^' 
said  the  prisoner,  ^^  and  had  so  little  dread 
of  death,  that  I  could  have  summoned  up 
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courage  to  walk  towards  the  gallows  as  un- 
dauntedly as  I  did  into  your  majesty's 
presence ;  and  should  have  rejoiced  to  get 
out  of  my  difficulties  so  speedily.  Love  of 
life,  lady,  added  the  prisoner,  clings  to  those 
chiefly  who  have  faith  in  God,  and  are  at 
peace  with  the  world." 

^^  And  were  you  at  enmity  with  your 
fellow-creatures,  and  quite  insensible  to  the 
existence  of  a  good  and  merciful  God/'  asked 
the  queen. 

"  Yes,  lady/'  returned  the  prisoner,  "  man, 
when  sufi'ering  with  cold  and  hunger,  and 
every  kind  of  misery,  is  not  apt  to  dwell 
upon  the  goodness  of  God,  or  to  boast  of 
his  love  towards  mankind.  Bodily  suffering 
presses  heavily  on  both  heart  and  soul,  lady ; 
whilst  mixing  with  our  fellow-creatures  we 
have  power  to  crush  reflection  when  it  would 
come  upon  us,  but  in  this  lone  place  it  were 
impossible,  it  has  haunted  me  .like  a  night- 
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mare ;  it  has  been  a  voice  whispering  in  my 
ears  in  eYevy  gentle  breeze  that  blew ;  a  hol- 
low moaning  in  every  gust  that  whistled 
through  the  trees  ;  a  ghastly  figure  in  every 
corner  of  my  room,  when  the  shades  of 
evening  gathered  around  me,  from  whose 
fearful  visage  I  could  not  turn.  Bold  as  I 
once  was,  lady,  I  have  stood  in  this  httle 
room  in  the  dim  twilight,  without  daring  to 
turn  either  to  the  right  hand  or  the  left,  until 
the  large  cold  drops  of  sweat  have  stood  upon 
my  brow,  and  I  have  crept  into  yon  little 
bed  and  crouched  under  the  clothes,  hoping 
thus  to  screen  myself  from  the  horrors  of  my 
own  imagination.'* 

"  And  is  her  majesty  to  understand  that 
you  would  have  preferred  transportation  to 
this  quiet  secluded  retreat,"  said  Lord 
Newton. 

"  Transportation,  when  the  mind  is  dark 
and  guilty,  is  much  severer  punishment  than 
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death/'  replied  the  prisoner,  "  but  even  that 
had  been  better  than  the  torture  1  have 
endured  here.  Solitude  is  a  fearful  thing  to 
a  man  whose  recollections  bring  him  little 
beside  remorse  for  his  entertainment ;  whilst 
the  same  dull  round  of  days,  and  weeks,  and 
years,  with  no  human  creature  to  speak  to, 
and  little  employment  to  beguile  his  weari- 
ness, must  be  purgatory  to  him/^ 

"  And  would  freedom  be  the  boon  that 
you  would  now  ask  at  our  hands,"  said  the 
queen." 

"  No,  lady,"  replied  Bertrand,  "  that  were 
more  than  I  could  justly  expect  or  hope  for. 
The  promise  was  held  out  to  me,  but  the 
enormity  of  my  crimes  forbids  it.  I  have 
been  guilty  of  more  and  of  blacker  deeds 
than  the  world  knows  of;  I  have  not  yet 
paid  the  debt  I  owe  to  society,  I  have  suf- 
fered much,  but  it  has  been  for  my  own 
good ;    had   death   been   my  doom,  or  had 
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transportation  been  awarded  me,  my  debt 
had  been  paid;  in  either  case  man  would 
have  had  his  full  revenge  :  had  he  forced  me 
to  toil  with  mind  and  body  alike  fettered, 
and  condemned  me  to  a  life  of  suffering  to  the 
end  of  my  existence,  a  rebellious  spirit  had 
stiU  been  mine.  But  no  angry  or  harsh 
treatment  has  been  exercised  towards  me, 
and  you  have  now  before  you,  madam,  an 
humble  criminal  ready  to  kneel  down  before 
his  fellow-men,  and  with  a  grateful  heart  to 
thank  them  for  their  mercy,  but  who  will 
ask  no  boon  but  what  it  shall  please  them  to 
grant  of  their  own  free  ^oU." 

"  Take,  then,  your  freedom  at  our  hands, 
Bertrand,"  said  the  queen,  "  and  wherever 
you  go,  bear  with  you  the  remembrance  of 
the  thoughts  and  feelings  you  have  expe- 
rienced during  your  solitude." 

Bertrand,  overcome  with  joy  and  grati- 
tude, was  about  to  reply,  when  her  majesty 
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prevented  him,  by  saying,  "  Your  prison  door 
is  unbarred,  Bertrand,  make  no  display  of 
your  gratitude  now,  but  hasten  to  repair  lost 
time,  and  prove  to  us  what  a  guilty  man 
may  become.  We  shall  not  lose  sight  of 
you  though  we  part  with  royalty."  The 
latter  observation  was  made  in  a  low  tone, 
and  the  queen  and  Lord  Newton  quitted  the 
lonely  dwelling. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


That  dremes  ben  significations, 

As  well  of  joy,  as  tribulations 

That  folk  enduren  in  this  lif  present." 

'  But  though  my  slumber  was  gone  by, 
This  dream  it  would  not  pass  away — 
It  seems  to  live  upon  mine  eye  ! 
And  thence  I  vowed  this  self- same  day, 

To  wander  through  the  forest  bare, 
Lest  aught  unholy  loiter  there." 


Chaucer. 


Christabel. 


I  MUST  now  return  to  the  cottage  of  William 
Burnes,  whom  my  readers  will  not  have 
forgotten.      The   queen   had   determined   to 

remain  at  her  enchanting  palace  at ,  until 

the  eve  of  her  abdication ;  and  I  will  take  up 
the  thread  of  my  narrative  from  the  time 
when  again  retired  to  the  peaceful  quiet  of  a 
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country  life,  I  renewed  my  sequestered  rides. 

I  rode  frequently  through  the  village  of , 

and  looked,  as  had  been  my  wont,  towards  the 
cottage  of  William  Burnes  as  I  passed  it; 
but  I  never  chanced  to  see  either  of  its 
inmates.  The  cottage  door  was  invariably 
closed,  which  used  to  be  so  constantly  open 
to  admit  alike  the  bright  sunshine,  and  the 
sound  of  the  light  footsteps  of  Alice,  which 
doubtless  were  as  music  to  the  ears  of  her 
parents.  The  garden  did  not  wear  the  air  of 
neatness  which  it  ever  had  done ;  long  and 
straggling  weeds  were  eyerj  where  to  be  seen ; 
the  footpath  was  partially  overgrown  with 
grass ;  the  luxuriant  vine  which  spread  its 
ample  branches  over  the  front  of  the  cottage, 
wanted  pruning,  and  the  flowers  drooping  their 
heavy  languid  heads,  seemed  to  be  mourn- 
fully querying  with  one  another,  where  the 
gentle  hand  could  be  which  once  so  carefully 
tended  them. 
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Several  times  I  drew  up  my  horse,  think- 
ing that  I  would  call  and  inquire  after  the 
health  of  the  little  family,  but  again  1  re- 
flected, that  perchance  I  might  only  be 
regarded  as  an  intruder  on  their  privacy. 
The  little  knowledge  which  I  had  of  them 
scarcely  warranted  any  interference  from  me, 
and  it  was  no  business  of  mine  if  Alice  as 
she  grew  older  became  less  industrious  ;  nor 
was  it  at  all  improbable  that  some  village 
swain  by  courting  the  damsel,  had  turned 
her  attention  from  her  garden  and  flowers  to 
himself,  and  might  choose  to  contribute  to 
the  support  of  her  feeble  parents,  rather  than 
see  his  chosen-one  toihng  with  her  own 
hands  for  their  maintenance.  With  these 
ideas  did  I  pursue  my  way  and  leave  them 
to  their  solitude.  But  they  frequently  occu- 
pied my  thoughts,  and  T  did  not  allow  many 
days  to  intervene  between  my  rides  in  that 
direction,  hoping  each  time  that  I  might   see 
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some  one  of  the  family.  Sometimes  I  con- 
tented myself  with  concluding  that  the 
cottage  must  have  changed  its  inmates,  and 
that  Burnes  had  left  the  neighbourhood  ;  at 
others  I  determined  that  the  very  next  time 
I  passed,  I  would  alight,  tap  at  the  door  of 
the  cottage,  and  learn  how  it  was  that  every 
thing  around  it  was  so  changed ;  sometimes 
I  was  too  late,  for  I  usually  directed  my 
course  through  the  wood  and  returned  by 
the  road,  and  thus  the  month  of  August 
passed  away,  but  the  first  of  September 
brought  with  it  an  event,  the  memory  of 
which  has  never  passed  from  me.  I  awaked 
early  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  from  a 
dream  so  vivid,  that  I  felt  but  little  refreshed 
by  my  sleep.  Imagination  had  led  me  a 
toilsome  way  with  but  one  companion, 
through  dirty  narrow  streets,  wdth  lofty 
buildings  on  either  side,  until  we  came  to  a 
murky  lane  scarcely  more  inviting  than  the 
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passages  we  had  passed  through ;  we  pro- 
ceeded,—  arrived  at  the  further  end  of  the 
lane  we  came  to  a  steep  bank,  difficult  of 
ascent,  but  after  much  fatigue  we  gained  the 
summit,  and  found  to  our  great  dismay  that 
there  was  a  running  stream  on  the  other  side 
which  we  must  either  spring  across  and  clear, 
or  perish  in  the  attempt.  We  hesitated  for 
an  instant,  but  the  retreat  being  almost  as 
hazardous  as  to  proceed,  and  the  scene  before 
us  being  one  of  perfect  enchantment,  we 
determined  on  the  latter,  and  fortunately 
both  cleared  the  stream ;  when  safely  landed 
on  the  opposite  bank,  and  with  leisure  to 
look  around  us,  we  were  entranced  with  the 
subhme  beauties  which  met  our  eager  eyes ; 
to  the  left  were  lofty,  majestic,  precipitous 
heights,  towering  to  the  very  clouds,  which 
appeared  to  set  all  intrusion  at  defiance, 
whilst  in  every  other  direction  nothing  could 
be    seen    but    one    interminable    valley   of 
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delight,  clad  with  the  most  luxuriant  ver- 
dure, with  a  broad  and  limpid  stream  beam- 
ing brightly  in  the  sunshine,  winding  its  way 
as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and  with 
terrace-walks  of  the  most  inviting  beauty  on 
either  side.  We  stood  motionless  and  rapt 
in  the  silent  enjoyment  of  the  surrounding 
scenery,  when  our  ears  were  assailed  by  the 
merry  sound  of  numerous  voices,  some  in 
loud  and  joyous  conversation,  some  singing, 
others  raising  the  melody  of  instrumental 
music,  and  presently  in  the  distance  a  nume- 
rous company  was  presented  to  our  view. 

We  felt  ourselves  confused,  and  would 
gladly  have  made  our  exit  unobserved,  but 
this  was  impossible,  we  therefore  stood  still, 
whilst  the  company  advanced  towards  us, 
trembling  for  the  consequences  of  our  in- 
trusion, for  we  now  began  palpably  to  feel 
that  we  were  on  no  very  holy  ground.  The 
lightness   of    the    songs,   conversation,   and 
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actions  of  the  company  full  plainly  told  us 
this.  But  we  were  soon  relieved  from  aU 
apprehension  of  their  displeasure,  by  the 
welcome  that  we  received,  and  the  desire 
of  the  strangers  that  we  should  join  them  in 
their  revelr)'.  Yet  I,  disgusted  with  the 
levity  of  their  mirth,  quitted  my  companion, 
who  seemed  inclined  to  yield  to  their  entice- 
ments, and  was  trying  all  possible  manoeuvres 
for  escape — when,  suddenly,  the  voice  of 
mirth  ceased — every  tongue  was  mute — 
every  sound  hushed  —  and  every  indivi- 
dual looking  with  a  distressed  and  fearful 
countenance  towards  a  spot  in  the  vale  at 
some  distance,  where  the  brightest  sun- 
beams played  unobstructed  by  tree  or  shrub, 
and  where  I  observed,  rising  gently  and 
slowly  from  the  ground,  a  tomb  of  purest 
white,  with  a  chaste  and  elegant  urn  placed 
upon  it.  It  was  plain  and  neat,  but  beau- 
tifully  mournful   in   its    appearance,   whilst 
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over  it  spread  the  large  dark  branches  of  a 
cypress  tree,  that  gradually  extended  itself, 
and  became  larger  and  larger,  till  at  length  it 
cast  its  melancholy  shadow  on  all  around. 
The  gloom  that  now  pervaded  the  whole 
scene  became  oppressive ;  the  mirth  of  the 
company  was  changed  into  sighs  and  tears. 
They  appeared  overcome  1)y  the  awful 
warning  that  had  risen  up  in  the  very  midst 
of  their  valley  of  enchantment,  emblematical 
of  the  inevitable  termination  of  their  baneful 
enjoyments. 

Here  I  awaked^  greatly  excited  by  the 
vision,  and  incapable  of  convincing  my 
senses  that  its  tendency  had  not  some 
bearing  connected  with  myself  and  my  com- 
panion ;  so  incredible  it  appeared  to  me, 
that  it  was  not  indeed  attended  with  reality, 
that  in  vain  did  I  attempt  again  to  steep  my 
senses  in  oblivion.  I  arose,  dressed  myself, 
and   mounted   my   horse,  the  morning  was 
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inviting — I  took  my  accustomed  ride  through 
the  wood — I  cared  not  for  change — I  was 
animal  enough  to  be  indifferent  whither  I 
went,  so  that  I  could  have  soKtude,  pure  air, 
and  the  caroling  of  birds  around  me.  I  rode 
leisurely  along  without  meeting  a  single 
individual — I  was  earlier  than  the  usual 
time  for  the  labourer  to  commence  his  work, 
and  there  are  few  beside  this  class  of  the 
people,  who  know  the  enjoyment  of  the  pure 
air  of  early  morning. 

When  I  had  proceeded  nearly  to  the 
farthest  extremity  of  the  wood,  I  thought  I 
heard  a  low  moan.  I  hstened,  and  heard  it 
repeated,  it  seemed  to  come  from  the  utmost 
verge  of  the  wood,  and  to  the  right  of  me. 
I  hastened  forward,  and  soon  found  myself 
on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  stream  before 
alluded  to,  which  formed  the  boundary  on 
the  north  side  of  this  extensive  forest.  I 
looked  as  far  as  I   could  both  to  the  right 
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and  the  left,  but  I  could  see  no  one,  and  for 
a  time  all  was  silent ;  then  again  that  low 
piteous  moan  reached  my  ear, 

I  was  now  convinced  that  it  was  some  fellow- 
creature  in  distress,  and  that  the  sound  came 
from  the  right,  and  near  the  water's  edge.  I 
tied  my  horse  to  a  tree,  as  there  was  no  path- 
way for  him  in  the  direction  from  which  the 
sound  proceeded.  1  then  threaded  my  way 
as  well  as  I  could  towards  the  spot  where 
I  expected  to  meet  the  object  of  my  search. 
I  had  some  considerable  difficulty  in  doing 
this ;  the  wood  became  as  I  advanced  so 
intricate  that  I  was  often  obliged  to  stand 
still  and  consider  which  course  I  had  better 
take  to  arrive  at  any  thing  like  an  opening ; 
for  the  forest  in  this  direction  extended  itself 
considerably  beyond  its  limits  in  the  more 
frequented  path.  At  length  I  came  to  the 
stump  of  a  large  tree,  which  I  mounted,  and 
on  looking  around,  at  not  more  than  twenty 
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or  thirty  paces  before  me,  close  down  upon 
the  water's  brink,  I  saw  the  figure  of  a  female 
sitting  upon  the  ground,  and  leaning  against  a 
tree,  her  head  hanging  down  upon  her  breast, 
and  her  attention  fixed  upon  something  she 
was  clasping  tightly  to  her,  and  which  I 
believed  to  be  a  young  infant.  Again  the 
woman  uttered  one  of  those  faint  but  heart- 
rending moans,  and  then  began  talking  as  if 
addressing  the  object  in  her  arms,  which  now 
confirmed  my  suspicions,  by  crying  aloud  — 

^^  Rest  thee,  rest  thee,  little  one,"  said  the 
soft  low  voice  of  the  woman,  which  I  could 
hear  as  distinctly  as  though  I  had  been  close 
to  her,  so  perfectly  silent  was  all  around. 

I  stood  unobserved  for  a  while,  thinking 
that  I  might  be  more  likely  thus  to  hear  the 
truth  of  her  complaints  than  by  going  up  and 
speaking  to  her. 

"  Rest  thee,  rest  thee,  sweet  angel!"  she 
repeated,  "  I  will  not  clasp  thee  thus  closely 
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to  my  bosom  many  seconds  longer,  nor  keep 
thee  from  thy  happy  home.  No,  no — fear 
not ;  I  will  not  be  so  selfish  as  to  keep  thee 
here  and  rear  thee  for  the  cold  and  heartless 
world  to  point  the  finger  of  scorn  at,  however 
innocent  thou  mightest  be.  No,  no ;  I  can 
bear  all  their  bitter  scorn  myself,  but  they 
shall  not  persecute  thee  too.  Thou  shalt  be 
happy ;  thou  shalt  go  to  a  peaceful  home,  and 
I  will  soon  follow.  I  will  only  wait  till  I 
have  laid  thy  poor  feeble  grand-parents  down 
in  their  quiet  graves,  and  then  I  know  the 
time  will  be  come  for  me  to  follow  thee. 
Thou  shalt  (and  here  she  kissed  the  little 
unconscious  creature  passionately),  thou  shalt 
have  as  smooth  and  as  soft  a  pillow  as  ever 
thy  father  had,  aye,  and  a  more  peaceful  one 
than  he  will  ever  have  again." 

The  bewildered  manners,  the  incoherent 
speech  of  the  poor  woman,  no  longer  pre- 
vented my  comprehending  her  intention.     I 
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reproached  myself  for  my  delay.  I  feared 
she  would  accomplish  her  design  before  I 
could  possibly  arrive  to  prevent  it.  In 
breathless  haste  I  leapt  from  my  standing- 
place  and  bounded  forward,  but  in  my 
eagerness  I  stumbled  over  the  root  of  a 
tree,  and  fell  with  such  violence  against  the 
trunk  of  another  that  it  knocked  me  forcibly 
backwards,  and  almost  stunned  me  with  my 
fall.  I  was  on  my  feet  again  in  an  instant, 
and  to  my  dismay  saw  the  poor  woman  with 
one  convulsive  start  spring  forward,  and  lay 
the  child  softly  but  promptly  on  the  surface 
of  the  water. 

Two  or  three  rapid  strides  brought  me  to 
the  side  of  the  wretched  woman,  who  now 
lay  stretched  upon  the  bank ;  whether  the 
breath  had  passed  from  her  languid  frame,  or 
whether  she  had  only  sunk  in  a  fainting  fit,  I 
did  not  know.  I  turned  hastily  from  her  to 
endeavour  to  rescue  the  child,  which  to  my 
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great  delight  I  found  had  not  sunk,  but  had 
immediately  glided  in  amongst  some  osiers 
near  the  bank,  with  which  the  loose  garments 
in  which  it  was  wrapped  had  become  en- 
tangled, so  that  the  tide  had  no  further  eflfect 
than  gently  to  sway  and  lull  it  as  it  lay 
stretched  fearlessly  on  its  bosom  into  a  tran- 
quil  slumber,  more  sweet  and  placid  than 
many  of  us  enjoy  on  our  pillows  of  down. 
It  was  in  no  immediate  danger,  and  indeed 
had  it  been,  I  know  not  how  I  should  have 
saved  it  on  the  instant. 

I  was  obliged  to  pause  and  consider  what 
were  my  best  means  for  securing  its  deliver- 
ance. Had  I  taken  oif  my  clothes  and 
jumped  into  the  stream,  I  could  not  have 
got  to  the  child,  surrounded  as  it  was,  but  at 
the  risk  of  ray  own  life.  I  therefore  broke 
oiF  a  couple  of  good  boughs  from  one  of  the 
neighbouring  trees,  stripped  them  of  the 
smaller  branches  and   leaves,   and  fastened 
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the  cross  corners  of  my  pocket  handkerchief 
to  one  of  each  of  the  sticks,  then  advancing 
close  to  the  water's  edge,  contrived  to  pass 
the  handkerchief  over  and  under  the  child, 
until  I  had  it  sufficiently  secure  to  draw  it 
gently  towards  me.  I  had  no  sooner  brought 
it  in  safety  to  the  bank,  than  it  uttered  a 
shrill  cry,  which  partially  roused  its  unhappy 
mother.  I  saw  her  raise  her  head  slightly 
from  the  ground,  but  quickly  sink  back 
again. 

I  now  went  up  to  her,  laid  the  babe  upon 
her  lap,  and  covered  it  up  in  her  apron,  then 
raised  her  bonnet,  which  partly  obscured 
her  face,  intending  to  bathe  her  temples  with 
fresh  water  to  restore  her  to  her  senses,  if 
possible,  but  how  great  were  my  sorrow  and 
my  distress,  when  I  beheld  the  pallid,  lifeless, 
but  still  lovely  features  of  the  once  happy 
and  light-hearted  Alice  Burnes,  whom,  the 
last  time  I  had  seen  her,  but  one  short 
o  2 
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twelvemonth  past,  in  that  same  wood,  was 
so  bright  and  so  brilliant  in  her  charms,  her 
sweet  countenance  lighted  up  with  health, 
and  joy,  and  hope,  and  gratitude.  Had  the 
poor  sufferer  been  my  sister  or  my  child,  I 
could  not  have  bent  over  her  in  more  bitter 
anguish.  I  chafed  her  temples  and  her 
hands,  and  used  every  means  that  I  could 
devise  to  bring  her  to  consciousness,  but  all 
to  no  purpose.  I  now  looked  about  to  see 
if  any  human  eye  beside  my  own  had  wit- 
nessed what  had  passed.  I  could  have 
hoped  that  none  had,  and  that  what  had 
transpired  might  be  carefully  locked  within 
my  own  breast;  but  to  my  great  vexation,  I 
observed  a  labouring  man  on  the  opposite 
bank,  who  was  making  his  way  towards  the 
rustic  bridge  higher  up  the  stream,  and  who 
now  and  then  looked  towards  us  with  evident 
curiosity. 

I   did   not    hesitate   an   instant    longer. 
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but  took  the  poor  girl  up  in  my  arms, 
senseless  as  she  was,  with  her  babe 
placed  securely  on  her  breast,  and  walked  on 
as  fast  I  could,  hoping  that  the  man  might 
not  follow,  but  to  my  great  mortification  he 
loitered  and  scrutinized  me  with  the  utmost 
curiosity,  keeping  only  at  a  short  distance, 
and  watched  me  over  the  low  palings  that 
fenced  the  garden  of  the  cottage  where  dwelt 
the  parents  of  my  unhappy  and  unconscious 
burden  ;  the  cottage  fortunately  was  so 
situated  as  to  admit  of  my  entering  in  this 
way  at  the  back  without  going  round  into 
the  village.  I  entered  abruptly,  for  I  had 
borne  my  insensible  charge  a  great  distance. 
I  deposited  the  wretched  girl  and  her  infant 
upon  a  little  bed  which  the  mother  of  Alice 
led  me  to  in  mute  but  agonized  astonishment. 
On  my  crossing  the  room,  Burnes  himself, 
who  was  now  totally  blind,  called  out  im- 
patiently, "  Wife,  wife,  what  means  this  silent 
o  3 
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confusion,  tell  me,  is  it  our  child  come 
home,  I  thought  it  was  the  footstep  of  a 
stranger.  Alice,  my  child,"  he  continued 
with  emotion,  **  why  do  you  not  speak  to 
your  father.'^ 

Still  the  wife  replied  not,  nor  could  I  on 
the  moment  collect  myself  sufficiently  to 
attempt  any  explanation. 

"  Oh,  do  not,  do  not,  for  mercy's  sake, 
remain  silent,"  said  the  poor  man, — "  some 
evil  has  befallen  my  child,  I  know,  but 
for  pity^s  sake  take  compassion  on  me  and 
tell  me  what  it  is." 

I  found  it  difficult  to  be  the  first  to  com- 
municate tidings  that  must  almost  break  the 
heart  of  the  distracted  father.  I  turned  from 
one  to  the  other,  I  know  not  which  was  the 
most  distressing  to  look  upon,  the  father 
in  an  agony  of  terror  awaiting  the  communi- 
cation which  he  dreaded  to  hear,  or  the 
mother  with  face  white  as  the  cap  that  sur- 
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rounded  it,  and  with  features  so  convulsed 
with  grief,  that  in  vain  did  she  attempt  to 
speak  a  few  words  to  reheve  her  husband's 
anxiety,  as  with  palsied  hand  she  used  every 
exertion  to  recover  her  daughter  from  the 
torpid  state  from  which  she  was  just  now 
giving  some  slow  signs  of  returning  con- 
sciousness. At  length  I  crossed  the  room 
towards  Burnes  and  told  him  **  that  I  hoped 
he  would  controul  his  feeUngs,  that  I  had 
brought  his  daughter  home  in  a  fainting  fit, 
but  that  she  would  soon  recover.^^ 

He  shook  his  head  mournfully  and 
thanked  me,  but  added,  "  Oh  my  poor  girl  ! 
my  darling  child,  she  must  be  labouring 
under  some  grievous  malady,  her  health  and 
spirits  have  been  faihng  for  some  time.  She 
was  out  when  wife  and  I  came  down  this 
morning,  and  we  hoped  that  she  was  better 
from  rising  early  as  she  always  used  to  do, 
but  alas  !  we  know  not  how  many  hours  our 
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dear  child  may  have  been  out  suffering,  and 
alone.'^ 

I  now  spoke  in  a  low  voice  to  the  mother, 
and  merely  telling  her  that  I  had  found 
Alice  in  the  wood  with  the  infant,  I  begged 
her  to  keep  herself  as  calm  as  she  could  for 
the  sake  of  the  poor  girl;  then  taking  my 
leave,  added,  that  I  would  ride  over  to  the 
town  and  send  them  medical  assistance  with 
all  possible  speed, 

I  hastened  back  to  the  spot  where  I  had 
left  my  horse  scarcely  knowing  whether  to 
expect  to  find  him,  or  whether  he  might  not 
have  met  with  a  new  master  in  the  absence 
of  the  old  one,  but  I  found  him  standing 
very  quietly  awaiting  my  return,  I  leapt  into 
the  saddle  and  a  few  minutes  brought  me  to 
the  town.  I  went  to  my  own  medical  attend- 
ant, gave  him  a  concise  account  of  the  poor 
girl,  and  my  previous  knowledge  of  her,  and 
begged  him   to  spare  no  attention.     I  also 
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requested  him  to  use  every  means  to  elicit 
from  the  deluded  girl  the  name  and  station 
of  the  destroyer  of  her  peace,  but  intreated 
him   to  conceal  her  disgrace.     I   now  rode 
leisurely  towards  the  palace,  and  retiring  to 
one  of  my  owm  apartments,  I  shut  myself  up 
to  consider  in  what  way  1  could  best  assist 
this  poor  family,  and  help  to  lighten  their 
sorrows.      I    reflected   upon   the   immediate 
danger  Alice  might  be  in  from  the  observa- 
tion of  the  man  who  had  followed  and  traced 
us  to  her  home  ;  I  could  not  tell  how  long 
he  might  have  been   a  spectator,  it  was  quite 
possible  that  he  had  seen  all  that  had  tran- 
spired.    I  knew  the  relish  that  there  was  in 
all  countr}''  villages  for  scandal  of  however 
trivial  a  nature,   and  this  I  was   sure  would 
be  a  choice  bit  for  the  gossips,  even  if  the 
man  did  not  go  and  lodge  information  against 
the  unfortunate  girl  himself,  the  tale  would 
pass  from  one  to  another.     It  was  more  than 
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probable  this  secluded  family  had  envious 
neighbours  in  the  village  who  despised  them 
and  looked  upon  them  as  proud,  because 
they  did  not  associate  with  the  more  indolent 
inhabitants  of  the  hamlet,  and  who  would 
now  be  ready  to  rejoice  in  their  downfall. 

Alarmed  by  my  apprehensions  lest  the 
indiscriminating  blood-hounds  whose  office 
it  is  to  track  our  guilty  fellow-creatures  and 
hunt  them  down,  should  even  now  be  drag- 
ging the  frenzied,  if  not,  dying  Alice,  from 
the  roof  of  her  distracted  parents,  I  resolved 
to  make  no  further  effort  to  conceal  her 
attempted  crime,  but  to  communicate  her 
unvarnished  history,  at  least  so  much  as  I 
knew  of  it  to  the  queen,  and  to  throw  poor 
Alice  upon  her  mercy. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


"  I  think  I  hear  a  little  bird,  who  sings 

The  people  by  and  by  will  be  the  stronger." 


Btrok. 


"  And  lo  !  with  crimson  banners  proudly  streaming. 
And  upright  weapons  innocently  gleaming, 
Along  the  surface  of  a  spacious  plain 
Advance  in  order  the  redoubted  bands. 
And  there  receive  green  chaplets  from  the  hands 

Of  a  fair  female  train, 

Maids  and  matrons — dight 

In  robes  of  dazzling  white, — 
While  from  the  crowd  bursts  forth  a  rapturous  noise 

By  the  cloud  capt  hills  retorted, — 

And  a  throng  of  rosy  boys 

In  loose  fashion  tell  their  joys, — 
And  grey-haired  sires,  on  staffs  supported, 
Look  round — and  by  their  smiling  seem  to  say, 
Thus  strives  a  grateful  country  to  display 
The  might>-  debt  which  nothing  can  repay  !" 

Wordsworth. 


I  HAD  no  time  to  lose  before  making  my 
application  to  the  queen..  The  following  day 
was  that  appointed  for  her  abdication.  I 
intended  to  request  an  immediate  audience 
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of  her  majesty,  and  was  leaving  my  room  for 
the  purpose,  when  I  was  met  by  an  oflficer  of 
the  household,  who  brought  orders  for  the 
utmost  despatch  to  be  exercised  throughout 
her  majesty's  suite  in  preparing  for  a  removal 
to  the  metropolis  some  hours  earlier  than 
had  been  intended.  The  same  officer  in- 
formed me  that  her  majesty,  with  Lord 
Newton  and  one  or  two  others,  were  now 
about  quitting  the  palace  with  some  few 
attendants,  in  consequence  of  unforeseen 
business  that  required  the  queen's  presence 
in  town. 

What  was  to  be  done  ?  Was  the  sovereign 
to  be  delayed,  or  Alice  Burnes  to  be  left  to 
her  fate  ?  I  determined  to  attempt  the 
former.  I  knew  the  queen's  usual  compla- 
cency and  readiness  at  all  times  to  listen  to 
the  requests  of  her  subjects,  and  I  hurried 
forward  to  beg  a  short  interview,  but  disap- 
pointment awaited  me,  for  in  passing  along 
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the  corridor  I  saw  the  queen  ascend  the  steps 
of  her  carriage,  and  in  another  second  the 
prancing  steeds  bore  her  rapidly  along  the 
beautiful  avenue  that  led  into  the  high-road. 
I  now  trusted  to  the  hope  of  having  an 
opportunity  in  town  of  exciting  the  queen's 
interest  in  behalf  of  the  poor  girl  before  she 
resigned  her  power.  But  on  my  arrival  in 
town,  I  found  that  the  queen  was  fatigued 
and  indisposed,  and  had  retired.  I  was  now 
compelled  to  relinquish  the  idea  of  her  being 
able  to  exercise  any  influence  over  the  fate 
of  Alice  Burnes. 

Great  preparations  had  been  made  for  the 
approaching  ceremonies,  and  with  the  dawn 
of  the  ensuing  day  came  all  the  tokens  of  a 
grand  festival.  The  rattling  of  carriages  of 
every  description,  the  busy  hum  of  myriads 
of  voices,  flags  flying,  houses  decorated,  and 
the  people  bedecked  in  their  gayest  attire, 
bespoke  the  approach  of  some  signal  event. 
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The  influx  of  people  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  had  been  very  great  during  the 
previous  week,  and  the  tides  which  flowed 
into  the  city  on  this  eventful  morning,  bore 
indication  of  the  whole  nation  pouring  in 
upon  us.  Still  there  was  perfect  tranquillity, 
the  city  and  its  suburbs  for  some  miles 
round,  presenting  to  the  view  a  moving  mass 
of  quiet  and  orderly  people,  consisting 
chiefly,  if  we  might  judge  by  dress  and 
demeanour,  of  tradespeople,  and  the  most 
respectable  of  the  middle  classes  of  her  ma- 
jesty's subjects. 

It  had  been  arranged,  that  the  queen 
should  wear  the  insignia  of  royalty  until  the 
procession  should  arrive  at  the  place  where 
the  ceremony  was  to  be  performed,  and 
until  she  voluntarily  consigned  them  to  her 
successor.  Before  she  quitted  the  palace, 
the  robes  of  state  were  thrown  over  her,  and 
the  royal  diadem  was  placed  upon  her  brow. 
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'Rie  procession  moved  from   the   palace 
early  in  the   forenoon.     The  queen   in  the 
state  carriage  went  first ;  as  soon  as  she  made 
her  appearance,  she  was  greeted  by  a  loud 
cheering,  which  must  have  rung  like  discord 
in  her  ears,  as  it  did  in  those  of  her  faithful 
attendants  who  had   hoped  that,  when   the 
time  actually  arrived  for  her  abdication,  there 
would  at  least  be  some  tokens  of  sorrow  and 
regret   in  the    demeanour   of   her   subjects, 
instead  of  which,  hilarity  was  depicted  upon 
the  countenance  of  every  eager  gazer  as  the 
procession    moved   on;    whilst    mirth    and 
gaiety  indicated,  that  to  witness  the  gorgeous 
spectacle  of  a  coronation,  and  to  welcome  a 
new  monarch  to  the  throne,  was  under  any 
circumstances     a     festive     and     a     joyous 
occasion.      Next  after  the   queen's  carriage 
came  that  of  the  queen  mother,  in  which  her 
highness  was   seated,  accompanied  by  Lord 
Newton  ;  after  these,  some  of  her  majesty's 
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noble  relatives  and  suite  ;  then  followed  the 
attendants  of  the  heir  apparent ;  whilst  he, 
elated  with  the  unexpected  and  premature 
realization  of  his  ambitious  hopes,  brought 
up  the  rear.  I  was  in  one  of  the  carriages, 
and  despite  the  multitudes  which  surrounded 
me,  I  had  sunk  into  a  deep  reverie,  and  was 
indulging  in  the  most  perfect  solitude,  as  in 
the  midst  of  crowds  we  moved  along  at 
almost  funeral  pace.  The  image  of  the 
queen  as  I  first  beheld  her  on  the  terrace- 
walk  of  the  palace,  was  present  to  my 
imagination,  and  excluded  all  outward  ob- 
jects from  my  sight,  whilst  my  mind  was 
wholly  engrossed  by  contrasting  the  state  of 
her  mind  and  feelings  on  that  occasion,  with 
the  present.  I  had  then  heard  her  pour  forth 
her  whole  soul,  replete  as  it  was  with 
youthful  ardour  and  benevolent  hope.  But 
the  intonation  of  her  voice,  her  subdued 
smile,  her  very  step   as   she   ascended   the 
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gaudy  carriage  this  morning,  told  me  as 
plainly  how  those  feelings  were  now  changed. 
I  was  shortly  roused  from  my  *  meditations 
by  the  stoppage  of  the  procession,  and 
the  confusion  that  ensued ;  some  minutes 
elapsed  before  I  could  ascertain  the  cause, 
but  at  length  found  the  delay  and  tumult 
were  occasioned  by  the  people  setting  the 
guards  and  officers  at  defiance,  and  resolutely 
persisting  in  loosing  the  horses  from  the 
queen's  carriage  in  the  fore-ground,  in  order 
that  they  might  draw  her  along  in  triumph 
themselves;  whilst  in  the  rear,  the  same 
process  was  attempted,  vriih  no  less  resolute 
determination  and  complete  success,  with  the 
carriage  that  contained  her  successor. 

The  remonstrances  of  the  queen  and  of 
the  whole  retinue,  and  the  threats  of  the 
militar)^  were  alike  unavailing.  The  people 
would  not  be  silenced  or  repulsed  ;  confident 
in  the  power  of  their  numbers,  they  disre- 
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garded  the  handful  of  troops  which  attended 
the  procession,  hemmed  them  in  on  all  sides, 
surrounding  horsemen  and  carriages  alike, 
with  so  dense  a  mass,  that  it  was  wholly 
impossible  for  them  to  turn  a  step  either 
way ;  several  of  the  officers,  who  threatened 
to  have  recourse  to  desperate  measures  to 
compel  the  people  to  obedience,  were  un- 
horsed, and  the  scene  began  to  wear  a  most 
serious  aspect. 

The  unexpectedness  of  this  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  people  rendered  it  the  more 
appalling,  no  preparations  having  been  made 
to  quell  a  riot,  should  any  occur;  and  the  vast 
numbers  now  congregated  in  the  city  and  its 
environs,  making  such  an  anticipation  fearful 
in  the  extreme. 

At  length  one  universal  voice  rose  from 
the  multitude,  filling  the  air  with  the  loud 
and  resolute  cry,  that  no  force  should  over- 
power them ;  but  at  the  same  time  assuring 
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the  queen  that  their  intentions  were  peaceful, 
and  that  they  only  wished  to  do  her  honour 
on  this  occasion. 

The  queen,  alarmed  by  the  commotion, 
and  fearing  lest  there  should  be  much  mis- 
chief, now  gave  imperative  orders  for  the 
people  to  have  their  wishes  gratified,  adding 
that  it  was  the  last  indulgence  that  she  could 
accord  them. 

The  desires  and  actions  of  this  immense 
concourse  of  people  were  so  simultaneous, 
that  a  spectator  would  have  imagined  they 
must  all  have  met  together  previously  to 
digest  and  arrange  their  plans.  In  a  few 
seconds  the  most  perfect  order  was  restored, 
and  we  proceeded  as  uninterruptedly  as  we 
had  done  before  the  horses  of  the  two  princi- 
pal carriages  had  been  led  away. 

We  had  scarcely  gained  a  mile  from  the 
palace  from  whence  we  started,  and  which 
was   situated   about   two  miles  without   the 
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city,  when  on  coming  near  a  spot  where  the 
road  branched  off  in  three  several  directions, 
our  attention  was  arrested  by  the  sound  of 
musical  instruments  apparently  coming  to- 
wards us  in  the  straight  line  of  road  in 
advance,  and  presently  as  if  the  very  heavens 
had  opened  to  pour  down  harmony  from 
innumerable  choristers,  a  burst  of  voices 
assailed  our  ears  chaunting  the  national 
anthem. 

The  progress  of  our  advanced  guard  was 
quickly  impeded,  and  again  were  we  obliged 
to  remain  stationary.  I  arose,  stood  upon 
the  seat  of  the  carriage,  and  sought  with  the 
rest  of  the  company  to  discover  the  meaning 
of  this  new  interruption.  The  air  was  so 
filled  with  music  which  seemed  to  ascend  to 
the  very  skies,  and  to  find  an  echo  in  the 
blue  arch  above  us,  that  at  first  I  was  almost 
ready  to  believe  that  our  out-riders  and 
troops  were  panic-struck  and  motionless  from 
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the  sudden  and  overpowering  burst  of  the 
sweet  sounds  in  which  they  stood  enveloped, 
but  this  idea  was  soon  dissipated. 

The  scene  which  now  met  my  view  hghted 
up  by  a  brilhant  autumnal  sun,  surpassed  all 
power  of  description.  Our  troops  and  equi- 
pages were  compressed  into  the  smallest 
possible  space ;  the  horsemen  reined-in  their 
steeds  as  if  awed  by  the  spectacle  before 
them,  or  deeming  it  sacrilege  to  proceed, 
whilst  at  slow  and  measured  pace  I  saw 
coming  towards  us,  a  cavalcade  more  nume- 
rous and  more  interesting  than  has  ever  been 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  history,  in  honour 
of  royalty. 

A  few  paces  in  advance  of  the  rest  of  the 
company,  was  a  musical  band  ;  the  front  line 
was  composed  of  bugle  horns  and  trumpets 
alone,  sending  forth  their  long,  loud,  mellow 
strains,  as  though  they  had  glad  tidings  to 
proclaim  to  the  whole  world.     The  bearers 
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of  these  were  closely  followed  by  others  with 
all  kinds  of  musical  instruments.  The  next 
object  that  the  eye  rested  upon,  was  an 
innumerable  troop  of  youthful  females  ar- 
rayed in  vests  of  the  purest  white,  with 
myrtle  wreaths  around  their  heads ;  they 
approached  us  with  all  the  regularity  and 
precision  of  a  well-ordered  regiment,  and 
were  immediately  succeeded  by  as  large  a 
number  of  well-dressed  youths  bearing  olive 
branches.  These  were  succeeded  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  venerable  old  men  whose 
bald  heads  and  thinly-scattered  hoary  locks 
glistened  in  the  bright  sunshine. 

Behind  them  was  borne  forward  by  the 
multitude,  a  kind  of  platform  of  enormous 
dimensions,  upon  which  we  perceived  several 
figures  and  a  gorgeous  triumphal  car,  but 
the  distance  rendered  it  indistinct,  as  well  as 
the  dazzling  brilliancy  of  its  decorations.  As 
they  neared  our  procession,  the  queen  issued 
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her  commands  that  her  troops  should  remain 
passive.  The  music,  both  vocal  and  instru- 
mental, ceased  ;  the  cavalcade  opened  down 
the  middle,  several  of  the  most  venerable  of 
the  old  men  came  forw^ard  through  the  vista 
that  was  thus  formed,  and  were  followed  by- 
some  few  of  the  young  females  and  young 
men.  These  made  their  way  as  an  embas- 
sage to  the  queen.  They  presented  a  paper 
to  one  of  her  attendants,  requesting  that  it 
might  be  handed  to  her  majesty.  They  now- 
remained  stationary,  and  silently  awaited  the 
queen's  reply. 

The  import  of  the  paper,  we  concluded, 
was  to  intreat  the  queen  even  now  to  change 
her  determination,  and  to  implore  her  still  to 
govern  over  the  lives  and  happiness  of  her 
loving  subjects ;  but  to  our  great  astonish- 
ment, we  soon  learned  that  it  w^as  simply  to 
pray  that  her  majesty  instead  of  being  es- 
corted by  armed  men  as  if  she  feared  her 
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people,  would  place  herself  under  their  care, 
and  condescend  to  alight  from  her  carriage, 
and  ascend  the  magnificent  throne  which 
they  had  prepared  for  her,  in  order  that  they 
might  bear  her  triumphantly  along  in  sight 
of  the  whole  nation. 

Overpowered  by  the  imposing  display 
before  her,  fearless  of  any  evil  intentions  on 
the  part  of  the  populace  towards  herself,  and 
still  anxious  to  gratify  her  loyal  subjects,  the 
queen  consented  to  grant  their  request  without 
delay  or  consideration. 

The  embassage  returned  ;  in  an  incredibly 
short  space  of  time  we  saw  this  immense 
concourse  of  people,  with  mechanical  expedi- 
dition  and  order,  file  themselves  up  on  either 
side  of  the  road  and  commence  the  retreat ; 
those  in  the  back-ground  making  way  for 
those  in  the  front  to  pass  them,  so  that  their 
ranks  might  proceed  in  the  other  direction 
in  the   same  order  in  which  they  had  ap- 
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proached  us.  As  they  retreated,  the  elabo- 
rately-constructed and  splendid  preparations 
for  the  queen  advanced  by  slow  degrees  up 
the  middle  towards  us.  As  the  car,  if  such 
it  may  be  termed,  approached  nearer  and 
nearer  and  displayed  itself  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly to  our  sight,  its  surpassing  grandeur 
overpowered  us  with  astonishment ;  it  was 
of  an  oval  form,  and  covered  with  purple 
velvet,  over  which  fresh  flowers  were  strewed 
in  every  direction.  The  car  was  surrounded 
by  a  fairy-like  fret- work,  richly  gilded,  and 
of  a  moderate  height,  that  shone  full  brightly ; 
it  was  openly  and  delicately  wrought :  from 
this  was  suspended  a  short  drapery  of  cloth 
of  crimson,  embroidered  with  gold,  which 
hung  about  as  low  as  the  shoulders  of  those 
who  supported  it.  In  the  front  of  the  car, 
bearing  forward,  was  the  figure  of  Fame  wdth 
a  trumpet.  A  few  paces  to  the  right  of 
this   figure,   but    somewhat    nearer    to   the 
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throne,  in  consequence  of  the  shape  of  the 
car  (for  such  I  believe  I  must  call  it,  for 
lack  of  a  more  appropriate  term),  stood  Wis- 
dom in  thoughtful  attitude,  pointing  the 
fore-finger  of  the  right  hand  to  the  throne. 
Opposite  Wisdom,  on  the  left  hand  of  Fame, 
Mercy  was  represented  feeding  a  serpent  that 
had  just  inflicted  a  wound  upon  her  breast. 
Some  distance  behind  these  figures  was 
placed  a  throne  more  splendid  than  the  mind 
of  man  had  heretofore  conceived.  An  ala- 
baster seat  with  crimson  velvet  cushion, 
richly  embroidered,  was  suspended  from 
silken  cords  ;  these  were  attached  to  Faith 
on  the  one  side  and  Virtue  on  the  other,  who, 
holding  the  cords  in  their  hands,  appeared 
to  be  the  sole  supporters.  The  foot-stool 
was  of  alabaster,  wrought  into  a  fanciful 
device,  representing  Tyranny  crouching  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne,  with  a  velvet  cushion 
on  his  back,  on  vrhich  the  feet  of  majesty 
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were  to  rest.  Immediately  over  the  throne^ 
and  extending  a  considerable  space  around 
it,  was  a  circular  canopy  of  bright  gold,  with 
silken  drapery  of  pale  blue  and  silver,  which 
Hope,  mounted  on  a  high  pedestal  behind 
the  throne,  held  suspended  from  a  massive 
golden  anchor. 

The  car  advanced  to  where  the  several 
roads  met,  when  a  flight  of  steps  was  lowered 
covered  with  crimson  and  gold. 

Those  who  drew  the  queen's  carriage  now 
pressed  forward ;  her  majesty's  troops  drawing 
up  on  either  side  to  make  way  for  them.  The 
door  of  the  carriage  was  wheeled  round  —  the 
queen  stepped  out  and  ascended  the  car 
amidst  the  shouts  of  the  multitude;  and 
after  bowing  to  the  thousands  that  surrounded 
her,  took  her  seat  upon  the  throne.  The 
steps  were  replaced — the  music  again  burst 
forth  with  sounds  of  triumph  —  myriads  of 
voices  rang  their  joyous  peals  through  the 
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air  —  and  the  two  processions,  now  formed 
into  one  grand  company,  moved  on. 

In  the  universal  excitement  and  enchant- 
ment of  the  scene,  it  appeared  that  none  were 
upon  the  alert  to  take  care  that  the  foremost 
of  the  van  proceeded  in  the.  right  course. 
This  seemed  to  be  wholly  forgotten ;  and 
those  who  had  so  unexpectedly  met  and 
joined  the  queen's  procession  now  led  which- 
ever way  they  pleased.  It  was  shortly  disco- 
vered that  they  were  proceeding  in  a  direction 
opposite  to  the  one  whither  we  were  bound  ; 
and  that  in  the  general  confusion,  when  the 
officers  and  attendants  were  alike  eager  to 
look  upon  the  novel  spectacle,  the  carriage 
which  contained  the  presumptive  monarch 
had  entirely  disappeared  amidst  the  dense 
multitude  that  surrounded  us  on  all  sides. 
Nothing  could  now  be  done  but  to  follow 
passively.  The  breath  of  remonstrance  had 
been   unavailing  as    the  human  voice  when 
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bidding  the  ocean's  tides  to  change  their 
course,  and  no  one  attempted  to  offer  the 
fruitless  interference.  We  sclided  on  undis- 
turbed  by  any  but  sweet  sounds,  and  un- 
ruffled as  the  bosom  of  a  lake  in  its  softest 
moments;  and  with  this  well-ordered  and 
magnificent  display  of  a  nation's  attachment, 
the  queen  was  borne  through  all  the  principal 
parts  of  her  capital,  whilst  in  loud-continued 
strains  they  poured  forth  a  few  words  indica- 
tive of  their  triumph  at  each  conclusion  of 
their  national  anthem. 

The  reader  will  not  be  likely  to  form  an 
erroneous  opinion  respecting  the  end  pro- 
posed by  the  people,  by  these  magnificent 
preparations ;  he  will,  ere  this,  have  per- 
ceived, how  resolutely  determined  they  were 
not  to  part  with  their  beloved  monarch. 

In  a  few  hours  from  the  time  the  queen 
quitted  the  palace,  she  was  conveyed  back  to 
it  in  triumph,  her  purpose   of  resigning  her 
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crown  being  thus  wholly  frustrated.  As  she 
descended  from  the  car^  and  entered  the 
gates  amidst  the  cheers  of  her  subjects,  one 
of  the  deputies  presented  an  earnest  petition 
to  her  majesty,  imploring  her  never  again  to 
propose  forsaking  them. 

Until  the  queen  and  her  attendants  had 
entered  the  palace,  and  her  majesty  expressed 
her  wish  to  oifer  some  consolatory  expressions 
to  the  heir  presumptive,  for  the  disappoint- 
ment which  he  had  undergone,  she  was  not 
aware  of  his  strange  disappearance.  Con- 
cluding that  it  was  some  manoeuvre  on  the 
part  of  the  people,  she  instantly  dispatched 
messengers  to  inquire  into  his  safety,  who 
shortly  returned  with  the  tidings,  that  no  ill 
had  befallen  him,  but  that  he  might  be 
found  in  a  most  ludicrous  situation  a  few 
miles  from  the  city.  Those  who  drew  his 
carriage,  after  the  horses  were  taken  out, 
had,    according    to    previous    arrangement. 
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availed  themselves  of  the  general  excitement 
occasioned  by  the  meeting  of  the  queen's 
procession  with  that  of  their  confederates  — 
a  sudden  and  premeditated  rush  of  the 
people  forced  his  attendants  (themselves 
anxious  to  press  forward)  from  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  carriage,  whilst  the 
leaders,  cunningly  and  dexterously  enough, 
drew  it  out  of  the  line  of  the  procession,  and 
by  a  signal,  weU  understood  by  the  assembled 
crowds,  had  way  made  for  them,  took  the 
road  which  led  to  the  left  of  that  by  which 
we  advanced,  whilst  a  tide  of  people  instantly 
closing  in  upon  their  rear,  rendered  pursuit 
impossible.  Rejoicing  in  their  success,  they 
bore  him  along  at  a  rapid  rate,  until  they 
gained  a  wild  spot  at  the  distance  before 
mentioned  from  the  metropolis,  when,  several 
of  the  saucy  fellows  looking  in  at  the  carriage 
window,  with  mock  respect,  solicited  him  to 
await  their  return,  assuring  him  that   they 
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would  then  conduct  him  in  safety  to  the 
place  of  the  coronation.  Here  they  left 
him ;  thus  displaying  the  contempt  which  his 
character  had  heretofore  created  amongst 
them.  Despite  the  queen's  efforts  to  pre- 
serve -a  serious  aspect,  and  to  evince  her 
displeasure  at  the  unjustifiable  indignity  that 
had  been  shown  towards  her  kinsman,  she 
could  not  controul  the  risible  muscles  of  her 
face ;  and  partly  from  the  excessive  excite- 
ment which  she  had  undergone,  and  partly 
from  this  ludicrous  representation,  she  gave 
way  to  a  most  violent  fit  of  hysterical 
laughter  ;  but  quickly  recovering  herself,  she 
issued  orders  for  horses  and  attendants  to 
repair  with  all  speed  to  the  place,  to  convey 
his  highness  to  the  palace,  or  wherever  he 
might  be  pleased  to  go.  She  sent  also  a 
special  messenger,  to  assure  him  of  her 
vexation  at  the  unmerited  treatment  which 
he  had  received,  and  of  which  she  had 
unwittingly  been  the  primary  cause. 
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Arriving  at  the  spot  to  which  they  were 
directed,  they  discovered  the  carriage,  but 
on  making  up  to  it,  found  that  the  bird  had 
flown ;  his  highness  having  had  recourse  to 
the  use  of  his  own  legs  in  this  extremity, 
when  he  could  neither  command  those  of  his 
horses  nor  of  other  men.  Mortified  and 
disappointed  in  the  extreme,  he  set  out  for 
the  Continent  a  few  days  subsequent,  without 
once  appearing  at  the  palace,  and  died 
shortly  after  this  event,  leaving  to  his  infant 
son  his  hopeful  expectations. 

Some  weeks  elapsed  before  it  was  fuUy 
understood  how  these  general  arrangements 
could  have  been  so  quietly  made,  that  there 
had  been  no  intimations  of  the  intentions  of 
the  people ;  but  it  was  then  learned,  that  no 
inquisition  had  ever  maintained  more  in- 
violable secrecy,  or  displayed  more  zeal  in 
any  cause,  than  had  the  community  that  had 
been    established   on    this   occasion,    whose 
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members  had  been  sworn  in  by  a  solemn 
oath  not  to  divulge  their  secret,  nor  to  per- 
petrate any  acts  of  violence  ;  frequent  in- 
structions had  been  given  them  respecting 
the  order  and  peaceable  demeanour  which 
they  were  to  preserve  on  the  eventful  day, 
for  the  arrival  of  which  they  waited  with 
•the  most  anxious  anticipations. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


To  mend  the  people 's  an  absurdity, 

A  jargon,  a  mere  philanthropic  din, 
Unless  you  make  their  betters  better." 

"But  where  are  they, 
The  worst  of  \'illains,  viper-like,  who  coil 
Around  the  gxdleless  female,  so  to  sting 
The  heart  that  loves  them  ?" 

"  '  Them,'  the  spirit  replied, 
A  long  and  dreadful  punishment  awaits.'  " 


Byrov. 


SOITHKY. 


The  next  morning  I  sent  to  request  an  early 
audience  of  her  majesty,  stating  that  I  had  a 
communication  of  urgent  import  to  make;  she 
received  me  without  delay  into  her  presence. 
Her  majesty  was  seated  with  her  mother, 
two   of    her   ladies    in   waiting,    and    Lord 
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Newton.  The  venerable  minister  was  sitting 
as  usual  at  her  majesty's  right  hand. 

"  We  are  always  well  pleased  to  see  you, 
my  Lord  Ravensbourne/'  said  the  queen, 
"  but  I  fear  you  have  no  very  cheering  intel- 
ligence for  us  this  morning,  you  look  anxious 
and  troubled  ;  you  may  rely  upon  our  suc- 
cour in  any  worthy  cause/' 

"  I  thank  your  majesty,"  I  replied,  and 
added,  "  that  I  had  full  confidence  in  this,  or 
I  should  not  have  been  so  bold  as  to  make 
my  appeal." 

I  then  commenced  my  suit  respecting 
Alice  Burnes,  without  further  comment  or 
preface.  I  stated  freely  all  that  I  had  seen 
and  known  of  her ;  pictured  her  in  her  beau- 
tiful innocence  in  childhood ;  related  to  her 
majesty  how  simple  and  artless  she  appeared 
up  to  the  date  of  the  foregoing  summer, 
when  I  met  her  and  held  conversation  with 
her  in   the  wood — then  described   the  sad 
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events  of  the  morning  on  which  I  quitted 
the  country  (with  which  the  reader  is  ac- 
quainted), without  giving  any  shade  of  colour- 
ing to  them.  I  spoke  of  the  moaning  and 
despair  of  the  girl  which  I  witnessed  before 
she  attempted  to  perpetrate  crime.  I  dwelt 
upon  the  anguish  of  the  parents,  and  their 
dependent  state  upon  this  only  child  for 
their  support.  The  queen  became  much 
excited  ;  and  I  concluded  by  entreating  that 
her  majesty  would  interfere  in  her  behalf. 

"  Have  the  goodness,  my  lord,^'  she 
returned,  ^^  to  give  orders  for  our  private 
carriage  to  be  in  attendance.  And  you,  my 
lord,*'  she  continued,  turning  to  the  benignant 
old  man  by  her  side,  "  may  we  beg  of  you  to 
return  with  us  to  the  country.  I  would  wish 
to  go  without  loss  of  time  to  look  myself 
upon  this  scene  of  misery,  and  to  extend  my 
hand  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  this  poor 
family." 
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"  I  am  at  your  majesty's  command," 
returned  Lord  Newton. 

I  was  about  quitting  the  apartment,  when 
the  queen  recalled  me,  and  requested  me  to 
give  orders  for  all  the  attendants  to  prepare 
to  return  without  delay  to  the  palace  at . 

In  the  after  part  of  the  same  day,  the 
queen.  Lord  Newton,  and  myself,  were  on 
our  way  to  the  cottage  of  William  Burnes. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  village,  the  queen 
requested  me  to  go  forward  and  announce 
her  arrival  to  the  parents  of  Alice,  but  on  no 
consideration  to  allow  the  poor  girl  to  be 
informed  who  was  about  to  visit  her,  lest 
her  presence  should  alarm  and  distress  her ;  to 
avoid  which  she  had  studiously  attired  herself 
in  the  simplest  dress  that  could  be  selected. 
But  the  precaution  was  as  needless  as  it  was 
benevolent. 

When  I  reached  the  low  white  gate,  I 
alighted,  passed  through,  and  tapped  gently 
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at  the  door  of  the  cottage ;  but  receiving  no 
reply  I  knocked  louder,  and  again  the  third 
time,  when  a  low  tremulous  voice  bade  me 
enter. 

I  had  scarcely  obeyed  the  summons,  when 
the  queen  ahghted  and  entered  the  lowly 
dwelling,  attended  by  Lord  Newton. 

The  first  object  that  our  eyes  rested  upon 
was  Alice  on  her  lowly  bed,  supported  by 
her  mother,  who,  whilst  she  held  her  with 
one  arm  in  a  half-erect  position  against 
her  breast,  was  applying  cold  lotions  to 
her  head  with  the  other  hand.  The  poor 
girl  was  in  a  more  pitiable  condition  than 
when  I  left  her.  The  pallid  death-hke  hue 
which  then  overspread  her  features  was 
changed  into  the  high  and  burning  flush  of 
fever.  Her  eyes  were  open  and  bright,  and 
she  gazed  upon  all  of  us  -^v-ith  a  wild  and 
fearful  restlessness  ;  whilst  her  beautiful  hair, 
in  loose  and  dishevelled  ringlets,  as  it  played 
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about  her  face  and  shoulders,  tended  but  to 
increase  the  frenzy  of  her  looks. 

It  is  a  rare  thing  in  the  annals  of  history 
to  find  a  sovereign  deigning  to  visit  the 
humble  dwelling  of  a  peasant,  more  espe- 
cially when  that  dwelling  is  the  scene  of 
anguish  and  despair,  where  the  heart- stricken 
and  the  guilty  are  alike  shrinking,  the  one 
from  the  cold  inquisitiveness,  the  other  from 
the  scornful  persecution  of  the  world.  But 
here  was  a  scene  that  I  could  have  wished 
every  civilized  human  being  were  pri\dleged 
to  look  upon,  where  the  guardian  of  her 
people,  herself  not  yet  arrived  at  the  prime  of 
womanhood,  entered  the  abode  of  wretched- 
ness in  simple  guise  and  with  noiseless  step, 
took  the  rude  seat  that  was  offered  her,  and 
cast  an  anxious  and  pitying  look  on  the  poor 
sufferers  who  composed  the  family. 

My  readers,  from  their  knowledge  of  this 
gracious  lady,  and  from  her  previous  expres- 


OR,    ISLAND    QUEEN.  185 

sions  to  Lord  Newton,  will  be  in  no  danger 
of  forming  an  erroneous  opinion  of  the  mo- 
tives which  led  her  to  this  abode  of  sorrow. 
They  will  not  be  likely  to  imagine  that  she 
was  anxious  to  have  full  and  just  evidence  to 
execute  justice  on  the  culprit.  They  will  at 
once  conceive  that  in  this  instance,  as  in 
every  other,  her  majesty  was  only  desirous  to 
mitigate  suffering  as  much  as  was  consistent 
with  her  duty.  Tliat  she  came  but  to  inves- 
tigate the  truth  of  what  she  had  heard,  to 
judge  through  the  evidence  of  no  meaner 
witnesses  than  her  own  eyes  and  ears,  of  how 
far  the  heart  was  implicated  in  the  crime,  in 
order  that  she  might  be  able  to  administer 
suitable  remedies  to  restore  it  to  health, 
rather  than  to  inflict  bodily  punishment ;  or 
that  if  the  latter  were  needful,  that  she  might 
be  the  more  competent  to  award  it  wisely. 
What  a  field  was  there  now  before  her  to 
exercise  her  fine  feelings  and  intellect  upon  ! 
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What  a  picture  was  there  now  presented  to 
her  view — an  overwhelming  one  for  either 
man  or  woman  to  look  upon  —  one  that  must 
have  roused  the  liveliest  commiseration  in 
the  breast  of  the  queen,  whose  sensibility 
was  alive  to  the  slightest  evidence  of  suffering 
in  a  fellow- creature,  and  whose  knowledge  of 
the  responsibility  of  her  own  station  was  such 
that  she  could  not  lay  her  head  down  upon 
her  pillow  in  peace,  unless  she  could  answer 
her  Maker  conscientiously  that  she  had 
exerted  all  the  powers  with  which  he  had 
invested  her,  to  alleviate  the  miseries  of  those 
whom  he  had  intrusted  to  her  care. 

When  she  looked  upon  Alice  Burnes,  her 
expressive  countenance  plainly  bespoke  her 
emotions,  and  told  us,  that  she  considered 
the  poor  girl  stood  in  need  of  all  the  pro- 
tection that  she  could  extend  towards  her. 
As  I  before  observed,  the  seat  was  a  rude 
one  that  was  proffered  to  her  majesty,  and 
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rude  indeed  it  was,  with  its  heavy  wooden 
frame  and  leather  bottom ;  but  the  queen 
noticed  it  not,  she  seated  herself  with  that 
mixture  of  dignified  grace  and  becoming 
humility,  which  pourtrays  an  exalted  mind, 
as  well  as  lofty  station. 

Confused,  terrified,  and  indeed  stupified 
by  contending  emotions,  the  mother  of  Alice 
gazed  upon  the  queen  almost  as  wildly  as 
her  daughter,  but  mingled  with  her  wildness, 
there  was  an  air  of  anxious  and  fearful 
suspense,  as  though  she  would  know,  but 
dared  not  ask  the  purport  of  the  visit ;  when, 
as  if  suddenly  recollecting  herself,  she  laid 
her  daughter's  head  gently  back  upon  the 
pillow,  and  throwing  herself  at  the  feet  of 
the  queen,  gave  vent  to  the  bitterness  of  her 
grief,  which  she  no  longer  had  power  to 
controul,  but  she  was  wholly  unable  to 
articulate  a  word.  Burnes  was  seated  in  the 
chimney  corner,  with  his  feet  on  tip-toe,  and 
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his  knees  close  together,  nursing  the  infant 
which  he  held  with  tenderness  and  care ;  he 
had  its  face  freed  from  the  flannel  in  which 
the  rest  of  its  body  was  closely  enveloped, 
as  though  he  would  have  looked  upon  its 
features  if  he  could,  but  his  sightless  eyes 
refused  him  this  consolation — they  availed 
him  nothing,  save  to  bedew  its  cheeks  with 
silent  tears — these  kept  trickling  down  in 
big  drops,  and  falling  upon  the  unconscious 
child  as  it  slept  peacefully  in  his  arms. 

The  queen  requested  me  to  raise  Mrs. 
Burnes  from  the  ground.  Lord  Newton 
begged  her  to  compose  herself,  assuring  her 
that  her  majesty  would  try  to  alleviate  their 
sorrows,  if  she  found  them  worthy  of  her 
care.  The  poor  woman  cast  a  look  of 
speechless  agony  upon  him  as  he  spoke,  and 
then  upon  her  child,  then  covering  her  face 
with  her  hands,  she  sobbed  forth  in  broken 
accents — "  Oh,  madam !   she  was  once  inno- 
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cent  and  lovely  as  girl  could  be —  as  blithe 
and  as  gay  as  the  birds  of  the  air — so  dutiful 
to  her  parents,  and  worked  so  hard  with 
these  dear  hands  to  support  us  —  so 
sincere  in  her  devotions,  and  so  timid  of 
giving  oiFence  to  any  one." 

The  queen  expressed  her  hope  that  Alice 
would  be  again  restored  to  health. 

I  turned  my  eyes  on  Burnes,  who  sat 
convulsed  with  grief,  his  lips  quivering,  and 
his  whole  frame  trembling,  so  that  he  was 
scarcely  able  to  support  his  Httle  charge. 

The  queen,  evidently  suppressing  her 
own  feelings,  lest  the  purport  of  her  visit 
should  be  frustrated,  said,  "  Are  you  willing 
to  tell  me  the  name  and  station  of  the  being 
who  has  brought  all  this  misery  upon  you  ?" 

*'  And  please  your  majesty,"  replied 
Mrs.  Burnes , "  I  have  not  the  power  to  do 
that.  It  has  almost  broken  my  heart,  of 
late,  to  see  my  child  so  melancholy  and  so 
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silent,  she  used  always  to  tell  me  all  her 
thoughts  and  feelings,  but  of  late  she 
scarcely  spoke,  except  when  we  spoke  to  her, 
and  then  only  to  return  as  short  an  answer 
as  she  could." 

"  This  concealment  does  not  speak  in 
favour  of  your  daughter,'^  said  the  queen, 
"  nor  can  I," — but  here  her  majesty  was 
interrupted,  and  the  attention  of  all  was 
drawn  towards  the  principal  sufferer  in  this 
sad  scene. 

Alice,  who  had  hitherto  lain  speech- 
less, turning  her  head  rapidly  from  side  to 
side,  and  throwing  her  arms  about  in  every 
direction,  now  began  to  talk  in  fitful,  inco- 
herent sentences.  She  raised  herself  up  a 
little  from  the  pillow,  and  exclaimed, "  There?, 
there,  it  is  all  over  now — I  can  laugh — yes,. 
I  can  laugh,'^ — and  making  the  eflfort,  she 
produced  an  unnatural,  unearthly  sound, 
which     echoed     through     the     bare-walled 
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cottage,  and  seems  to  ring  in  my  ears 
whenever  I  recall  the  circumstance  to  my 
recollection.  Then  her  disordered  brain 
still  clinging  to  the  memory  of  her  infant, 
she  said,  "  poor  little  thing — it  is  very  quiet 

—  very  happy  now — I  was  kind  to  send  it 
away  —nobody  can  persecute  it  now — my 
blind  father  —  my  mother — they — they — 
shall  see  me  quite  happy  again. ^'  She  then 
rubbed  her  burning  face  with  both  hands,  as 
if  to  wipe  away  every  trace  of  sorrow  and 
suffering.  After  a  short  pause,  she  added, 
"  I  shall  spare  them  the  misery  of — hist, 
hist,  they  are  coming — is  my  hair  disordered 

—  1  must  bathe  my  eyes — they  shall  never 
know  the  sins  and  the  sorrows  of  their  own 
Alice  — 'twould  break  their  hearts  —  Oh  ! 
cool  these  burning  eyes,  kind  water,  and 
conceal  my  babe  from  their  sight  —  let 
nobody  point   the    finger    of  scorn   at   my 
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innocent  child,  they  would  vex  it,  and  make 
it  wicked  as  I  am/' 

She  shuddered  ;  then  raising  herself  erect 
in  the  bed,  she  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  oh  !  —  there 
—  there  he  comes  —  I  see  him  among  the 
trees — aye,  he  pities  me  now — he  is  come 
at  last  to  tell  me  so,  and  that  he  will  yet 
make  me  his  happy  wife.  No,  no,  Albert, 
not  now  —  it  is  too  late  —  I  can't  be  happy 
any  more.  But  he  will  soothe  me  —  he  will 
let  me  rest  my  aching  head  once  more  upon 
his  bosom." 

She  made  an  attempt  to  rest  her  head 
against  something,  but  falling  suddenly  on 
the  pillow,  she  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears, 
and  said,  in  a  more  subdued  and  melancholy 
tone  —  "  Alas !  he  is  gone  —  Albert,  it  is 
very  cruel —  there  he  goes,  looking  round  at 
me  and  laughing  at  my  sufferings  —  and 
now  looking    angry  —  oh !   just    as  he    did 
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when  he  called  me  a  silly  fool  for  believing 
his  promises.  But  my  poor  heart,  it  did 
believe  every  word  and  every  look  —  ha,  ha  I 
—  he  does  not  think  that  I  know  his  real 
name — Albert — Count — Count  Albert  Earls- 
fount.  I  shall  never  forget  that  name,  but  I 
will  not  betray  him — I  will  not  harm  him. 
My  parents,  I  will  be  your  own  AHce  still — 
you  shall  be  all  my  care.  My  God  !  my  life 
will  not  be  long  enough  to  make  an  atone- 
ment to  thee." 

She  now  sunk  down  completely  exhausted. 
But  she  had  said  enough ;  and  I  could  give 
more  ready  credence  to  her  incoherent  words 
than  any  of  the  rest  of  her  hearers.  They 
pierced  me  to  the  very  soul — I  saw  the  whole 
truth  at  one  glance.  I  observ^ed  the  mingled 
expression  of  sorrow  and  anger  upon  the 
benignant  countenance  of  the  queen. 

Lord  Newton  advanced  to  the  head  of  the 
bed,  and   putting  the   hair  back   from   the 
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beautiful  forehead  of  Alice,  he  held  his  hand 
for  an  instant  to  the  throbbing  temples,  then 
addressing  her  mother,  he  said,  "  Keep  your 
own  feelings  as  quiet  as  possible,  my  good 
woman,  for  this  injured  despairing  child 
requires  all  your  time  and  care."  Then 
offering  his  arm  to  the  queen,  he  said,  "  Will 
your  majesty  be  pleased  to  return  ?  we  need 
make  no  further  enquiries  at  present,"  adding, 
"  that  they  could  leave  Alice  secure  in  her 
present  state  from  the  interference  of  the 
law;  for  should  officers  arrive,  they  would 
not  put  their  iron  hands  upon  the  death-bed 
of  the  unhappy  girl,  as  such  in  all  probability 
that  bed  must  shortly  prove." 

The  queen  arose,  deposited  money,  to  what 
amount  I  did  not  see,  in  the  hand  of  Mrs. 
Burnes,  and  desired  that  she  would  not  allow 
her  daughter  to  want  any  thing,  said  a  few 
kindly  words  to  the  wretched  man,  who  was 
borne  down  with  his  grief,  and  forlorn  in  his 
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darkness ;  then  left  the  cottage  supported 
by  Lord  Newton. 

I  followed — assisted  the  queen  and  Lord 
Newton  into  the  carriage ;  and  mounting  my 
own  horse,  we  returned  to  the  palace. 

The  queen  remained  silent  for  some  time, 
and  appeared  absorbed  in  thought.  Lord 
Newton  did  not  attempt  to  disturb  her  by 
offering  any  observation.  It  was  invariably 
his  custom  not  to  do  so  whenever  she 
was  more  than  usually  silent,  possibly  from 
a  desire  that  her  reflective  mind  should 
work  out  its  own  conclusions. 

Presently  the  queen  summoned  me  close 
beside  the  carriage,  and  said,  "  My  lord,  you 
know  more  of  this  unhappy  family  than  we 
do.  What  think  you,  is  there  any  trust  to  be 
put  in  the  words  of  the  raving  sufferer? 
Must  we  condemn  the  noble  count  upon  the 
frenzied   asseverations   of    a    deluded    girl  ? 
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Whereas  had  her  mind  been  in  its  natural 
state  we  should  not  have  been  very  willing  to 
give  credence  to  so  base  an  accusation  against 
one  of  the  most  noble  of  our  land,  and  one 
who  has  always  appeared  amongst  the  most 
worthy  of  our  courtiers." 

"  Madam/'  I  replied/  "  I  am  not  willing 
to  stigmatize  the  count,  or  to  add  a  word  to 
influence  your  majesty ;  but  previous  cir- 
cumstances so  corroborate  the  wild  assertions 
of  Ahce  Burnes  that  I  cannot  choose  but 
believe  them." 

I  then  related  to  her  majesty  every  cir- 
cumstance attendant  upon  the  interview  in 
the  wood,  and  likewise  the  conversation 
which  I  subsequently  had  with  the  count. 

"  Then  my  determination  is  taken/'  said 
the  queen.  "  My  Lord  Newton/*  she  conti- 
nued, "  whilst  we  have  life  and  health  let  us 
employ  them  in  remedying  the  abuses  which 
our  laws  and  customs  are  daily,  nay,  hourly. 
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showering  upon  the  helpless  victims  who 
come  beneath  their  influence.  Tell  me,  is 
this  poor  unsuspecting  giri,  though  her  crime 
be  great  indeed,  but  to  which  she  was  driven 
by  despair  and  madness,  lest  she  should 
cause  the  death  of  parents  she  fondly  loved, 
and  entail  misery  on  her  offspring,  a  fit  object 
on  which  to  wreak  our  vengeance  ?  Is  it  upon 
her  devoted  head  that  our  heaviest  sentence 
must  fall — to  crush  —  to  extinguish  her  only 
remaining  ray  of  hope. 

"  A  poor  misguided  child  of  nature,  urged 
on  to  madness  and  the  commission  of  crime 
by  sorrows  and  trials  that  her  mind  and  body 
were  alike  unable  to  bear,  and  from  which  in 
calmer  moments  her  heart  had  revolted.  It 
must  not  be,  my  lord.  Should  the  country- 
man who  passed  give  information  against 
her,  we  will  mitigate  her  punishment." 

*'  But  my  gracious  sovereign,"  said  Lord 
s  3 
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Newton,  *'  are  we  not  at  least  sanctioning 
crime,  if  not  offering  encouragement  to 
it,  by  our  compassion,  and  shall  we  be  held 
guiltless  for  so  doing  ? " 

**  Affording  encouragement  to  crime,  my 
lord,"  rejoined  the  queen,  "  with  all  due 
deference  to  your  lordship's  opinion,  most 
certainly  we  are  not ;  discrimination  should 
be  employed  in  every  case  that  comes  under 
our  observation — and  in  this  instance,  where 
the  sufferer  has  undergone  sufficient  torture 
of  both  mind  and  body,  and  is  evidently 
penitent,  we  are  called  upon,  as  christians, 
to  show  mercy,  and  to  leave  her  at  large, 
instead  of  incarcerating  her  in  a  loathsome 
dungeon. 

^'  Let  us  turn  our  attention,  my  lord, 
towards  the  principal  offender,  and  award 
punishment  to  the  being,  who,  in  heartless 
selfishness,  could  deliberately  and  designedly 
play  upon  the  earhest,  the  best  affections  of 
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an  innocent,  confiding  girl,  whose  guileless 
heart  had  made  him  its  idol — whose  hopes 
he  raised  to  the  highest  pinnacle,  but  to  cast 
them  down  and  crush  them  in  scorn  beneath 
his  feet — or,  that  he  might  dash  them  away 
in  derision,  and  proiFer  in  their  stead  infamy 
and  despair  as  companions  for  life  to  his 
wretched  victim. 

"  Which,  my  lord,  do  you  consider  must 
be  the  greater  criminal  in  the  eyes  of  God, 
and  deserves  the  severest  punishment  from 
man  ?  but  I  need  not  wait  your  answer,  my 
lord,  there  is  but  one  reply,  plain  enough  to 
the  most  ignorant,  that  can  be  given  to  my 
question. 

"  The  oifender  shall  be  banished  our 
court,  and  branded  as  an  outcast  from 
society  if  our  example  have  any  weight  with 
our  subjects ;  they  are  apt  to  follow  where  we 
lead  on  most  occasions ;    at  all  events,  we 
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will  exercise  our  own  free-will,  and  show  our 
displeasure,  and  will  give  a  precedent  to  our 
countrywomen  to  set  the  forms  of  society  at 
defiance,  when  those  forms  are  in  opposition 
to  our  better  and  more  humane  feelings. 
My  lord,  'twere  piteous  to  think,  that  whilst 
this  poor  creature,  with  blighted  heart  and 
blighted  hopes,  is  contemned  and  repulsed 
whichever  way  she  turn  to  hide  her  defence- 
less head,  her  base  destroyer,  triumphant  in 
his  conquest,  shall  revel  in  the  smiles  of  his 
companions,  and  be  received  with  as  much 
or  more  eclat  in  society  than  heretofore, 
even  though  his  baseness  be  made  known." 

^'  But  he  is  punishable  by  the  law,  my 
lady,  if  the  injured  parties  will  sue  him," 
observed  the  minister. 

"  Truly,  my  lord,"  returned  the  queen, 
'*  but  the  sacrificing  a  sum  of  money  were  a 
trifling   punishment    to    him — it  were   like 
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taking  a  single  bucket  of  water  from  the  pool 
that  is  supplied  by  a  running  and  exhaustless 
stream.  It  signifies  little  where  the  pecuniary 
difficulties  rest  in  such  cases,  perhaps  'twere 
better  that  they  should  fall  upon  the  woman  ; 
but  if  designing  man  took  the  just  reward  of 
his  crimes,  the  disgrace,  the  infamy,  would 
rest  with  him ;  every  virtuous  girl  would 
avoid  him — every  matron  would  refuse  him 
access  to  her  family — and  every  humane  and 
honourable  man  would  shun  his  society .'' 

"  Doubtless,  my  liege,"  returned  the 
minister, "  we  should  thus  have  the  cankerous 
tree  up  by  the  very  roots,  whereas  we  now 
only  attempt  to  destroy  it,  by  nipping  off 
the  bhghted  buds.*' 

The  following  day  the  queen  sent  to 
inquire  after  the  health  of  the  suffering 
Alice ;  but  heaven,  in  its  mercy,  had  during 
the    night    snatched    the    spirit    from    the 
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shattered  body,  and  borne  it  to  a  peaceful 
home,  beyond  the  reach  of  scorn,  of  mental 
torture,  and  the  bitter  agony  of  a  broken 
heart. 
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CHAPTER   XL 


A  pleasing  form  ;  a  firm,  yet  cautious  mind ; 
Sincere,  though  prudent ;  constant,  yet  resign'd ; 
Honour  unchanged,  a  principle  profess'd, 
Fix'd  to  one  side,  but  moderate  to  the  rest  : 
An  honest  courtier,  yet  a  patriot  too ; 
Just  to  his  prince,  and  to  his  coimtrj'  true  : 
Fill'd  -vrith  the  sense  of  age,  the  fire  of  youth, 
A  scorn  of  wrangling,  yet  a  zeal  for  truth : 
A  generous  faith,  from  superstition  free  ; 
A  love  to  peace,  and  hate  of  tyranny : 
Such  this  man  was,  who  now  from  earth  removed, 
At  length  enjoys  that  liberty  he  loved." 


Pope. 


The  liveliest  demonstrations  of  joy  pervaded 
the  household  of  the  palace,  at  the  time  of 
the  unexpected  and  triumphant  return  of 
the  queen.  The  former  parasites  of  the 
court,  long  before  this  period,  had  been 
dismissed  one  by  one,  and  their  places  had 
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been  supplied  by  those  whose  high  virtues 
and  cultivated  understandings,  rendered 
them  worthy  of  the  queen's  regard ;  and, 
unUke  most  potentates,  instead  of  being  the 
object  of  the  servile  flattery  of  those  who 
immediately  surrounded  her  person,  she 
was  revered  and  beloved  by  them  for  her 
own  personal  merits  and  condescending 
manners. 

No  fulsome  language  had  been  addressed 
to  her  on  this  occasion,  but  sparkling  eyes 
and  smiling  faces  met  her  gaze  whichever 
way  she  turned,  whilst  unsophisticated, 
energetic  expressions  of  delight,  rung  their 
cheerful  peals  in  her  glad  ears. 

Her  crouching  enemies,  those  whose  inve- 
terate opposition  had  driven  her  to  tender 
her  resignation,  would  now,  if  they  could, 
have  concealed  their  chagrin  beneath  the 
mockery  of  adulation  and  assumed  congra- 
tulations ;  but  her  majesty's  penetration  being 
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aided  rather  than  blunted  by  their  syco- 
phancy, they  were  compelled  to  content 
themselves  with  unpopularity,  and  to  yield 
the  administration  to  their  more  worthy  suc- 
cessors. Yet  the  queen  found  herself  sub- 
jected to  one  sad  drawback  to  her  general 
satisfaction.  Her  aged  and  valuable  friend. 
Lord  Newton,  had  proved  himself  unable 
longer  to  bear  the  excitement  of  passing 
events.  The  delight  he  experienced  at  the 
greeting  which  his  beloved  sovereign  received 
from  her  people  on  the  day  intended  for  her 
abdication  had  so  overpowered  him,  that  in 
the  evening  after  having  attended  the  queen  to 
the  cottage  of  William  Burnes,  he  was  con- 
veyed to  his  bed  in  a  state  of  languid  debility. 
He  lingered  for  a  few  weeks  only,  retaining 
the  full  possession  of  his  faculties  to  the  last ; 
and  like  a  summer^s  sun  on  a  clear  evening, 
he  sank  gradually  and  tranquilly  away, 
shedding  more  beauty  and  glory  around  him 

VOL.    II.  T 
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as  he  drew  towards  the  close  of  his  existence 
than  he  had  done  in  the  meridian  of  his  days. 
The  queen  devoted  much  of  her  time  to  him; 
she  would  sit  and  read  to  or  converse  with 
her  venerable  friend  at  repeated  intervals  ; 
the  attendants  were  frequently  requested  to 
quit  the  apartment,  when  the  veteran  minister 
would  most  sedulously  devote  these  opportu- 
nities to  giving  that  general  advice  to  his 
young  mistress,  which  he  deemed  would  prove 
useful  to  her  under  difficulties  which  she  might 
yet  have  to  encounter. 

I  frequently  received  the  most  marked 
favours  from  her  majesty,  and  was  allowed  to 
be  present  on  one  of  these  occasions.  Her 
condescension  to  me  might  be  attributable  to 
the  great  kindness  and  intimacy  with  which  I 
had  been  honoured  by  Lord  Newton  from  the 
commencement  of  my  acquaintance  with  him. 

On  finding  me  by  the  bed-side,  the  queen 
requested  that  I  would  not  retire.  I  willingly 
complied ;  it  was  a  great  enjoyment  to  me  to 
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sit  a  silent  observer  of  all  that  passed.  The 
nurse  was  in  the  act  of  offering  some  refresh- 
ment to  the  dying  man  when  the  queen 
entered.  In  an  instant  all  the  forms  of 
majesty  were  laid  aside,  and  gave  place  to  the 
natural  grace  and  delicacy  of  attention  of 
which  the  female  character  is  so  susceptible ; 
and  taking  the  glass  and  spoon  from  the 
nurse,  the  queen  presented  it  herself  to  her 
feeble  friend. 

The  old  man  smiled  benignantly  upon 
her,  as  with  trembling  hand  he  received  that 
which  she  proffered,  and  said  emphatically, 
"  Would  that  all  the  daughters  of  the  land 
could  now  look  upon  their  sovereign  —  could 
now  see  her  with  her  own  gentle  hand 
smoothing  the  pillow  of  her  dying  servant, 
and  beguiling  his  weary  hours,  in  preference 
to  revelling  in  the  pomp  and  pageantry  of 
her  station,  and  leaving  an  old  man  to  pass 
silently  and  unobserved  out  of  the  world." 

T  2 


208  THE    MAIDEN    MONARCH; 

"  Silence,  my  lord,"  said  the  queen, 
"  you  have  never  hitherto  attempted  to  flatter 
me,  by  offering  the  incense  of  fulsome  praise, 
and  you  must  not  now  begin." 

'^  Nay^  madam, '^  returned  lord  Newton, 
"  he  who  hath  never  had  recourse  to  belie 
his  heart  by  the  false  words  of  his  tongue, 
is  not  likely  to  soil  his  dying  lips  by  servile 
flatteries  —  it  was  but  the  overflow  of  aff'ec- 
tion  from  a  grateful  heart." 

"  Then  'twere  best  that  it  should  over- 
flow in  my  absence,  my  lord,"  returned  the 
queen,  ''  I  wish  to  see  your  lordship  take 
this  refreshment,  and  if  I  find  you  revive 
after  it,  I  would  fain  ask  you  a  few  questions 
on  which  probably  your  experience  may 
greatly  avail  me." 

The  old  man  did  as  she  requested,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  assured  the  queen,  that  he  was 
quite  able  to  hold  conversation  with  her. 

They  then  entered  into  deep  and  earnest 
debate  about  the  measures  that  the  queen 
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and  her  aged  companion  had  so  long  desired 
to  see  put  into  execution,  and  which  she 
hoped  to  revive,  now  that  her  opponents 
had  seen  how  vain  it  was  for  them  to  strive 
against  herself  and  the  people,  and  how 
resolutely  determined  she  was  to  sacrifice 
any  thing  rather  than  yield  to  party  intrigue, 
or  to  abandon  causes  that  she  had  under- 
taken, whilst  the  least  hope  remained  of 
ultimate  success  ;  but  this  conversation  was 
too  lengthy  for  me  to  repeat,  as  my  wish  is 
merely  to  give  the  leading  characteristics  of 
this  excellent  woman,  and  to  prove  what  one 
individual  may  do  for  a  whole  nation  by 
steady  perseverance,  if  that  individual  will 
but  dare  to  raise  the  head  above  the  vulgar- 
minded  crew,  whose  views  of  good  and  evil 
are  circumscribed  by  party  or  personal 
interests,  and  who  will  permit  the  present 
and  eternal  welfare  of  millions  of  their  fellow- 

T  3 
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creatures  to  be  put  into  the  balance  with 
their  own  mercenary  desires. 

The  queen  noted  down  the  heads  of  the 
remarks  made  by  Lord  Newton^  but  on 
observing  that  the  faltering  of  his  voice 
increased,  she  suddenly  interrupted  him, 
and  taking  her  leave,  begged  him  to  seek 
repose. 

I  attended  her  majesty  back  to  her  own 
suite  of  apartments,  when  she  made  the 
following  observation  to  me — 

"  My  lord,  I  know  not  how  I  shall 
support  the  weight  of  care  that  will  press 
upon  me  when  that  good  old  man  is  gone." 

I  remained  silent.  I  had  not  a  word  of 
encouragement  or  consolation  to  oifer  to  her 
majesty.  I  was  well  aware  that  his  place 
could  never  be  supplied  to  her,  and  was 
sufficiently  oppressed  by  the  knowledge  of 
the    loss    which    I    should    myself    sustain, 
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when  the  fast-approaching  event  actually 
arrived. 

Ten  days  subsequent  to  this,  Lord 
Newton  terminated  his  useful  life ;  up  to  the 
latest  moment,  he  devoted  all  his  energies  to 
the  good  of  his  country. 

The  benefits  that  he  conferred  upon 
society  ended  not  with  his  existence. 
He  left  nearly  the  whole  of  his  immense 
wealth  to  be  appropriated  at  the  queen's 
pleasure,  to  the  furtherance  of  any  plans 
which  she  wished  to  have  carried  into 
effect.  . 

His  remains  were  entombed  mth  all  the 
grandeur  and  solemnity  which  attends  the 
obsequies  of  royalty,  and  it  was  not  necessary 
to  intimate  to  the  people,  that  a  general 
mourning  would  be  agreeable  to  the  feelings 
of  the  queen,  who  lamented  the  loss  of  her 
aged  and  exemplary  minister,  as  she  would 
have  done  that   of  a  parent.      The   people 
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spontaneously  paid  him  this  tribute  of 
respect.  The  character  of  Lord  Newton  had 
been  such,  as  to  command  the  admiration 
and  esteem  of  all,  save  those  who  were 
influenced  by  envy  and  party  spirit,  and  the 
whole  nation  bore  evidence  to  the  heavy 
hand  which  death  had  lately  laid  upon  the 
land. 

The  spirits  of  the  queen  were  for  a  long 
time  much  depressed  by  this  irreparable 
loss  ;  she  once  observed  to  me,  that  she  felt 
herself  like  a  ship  scudding  before  the  wind 
without  a  rudder.  As  to  myself,.  I  felt 
the  loss  of  my  noble  friend  and  kind  mentor 
most  severely.  I  had  formed  but  few  intimate 
connexions,  and  having  the  enjoyment  of  his 
society  no  longer  was  a  sad  privation  to  me. 
I  was  therefore  glad  to  accept  Lord  Wick- 
lifFe's  invitation,  to  pass  some  weeks  under 
his  hospitable  roof;  but  this  step  did  but 
tend   to   dissipate   my   mind    from    present 
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sorrows,  and  to  open  wounds  afresh  which  I. 
had  imagined  were  long  since  wholly  and 
healthfully  healed. 

Until  this  period,  I  had  not  spent  a  night 
in  my  friend's  house  from  the  time  that  I 
had  engaged  myself  in  her  majesty's  house- 
hold. I  could  not  have  imagined  that,  after 
so  long  an  interval,  during  which  my  mind 
had  been  fully  occupied  by  other  highly 
interesting  and  exciting  events,  that  my 
thoughts  and  feelings  could  have  been  forced 
back  into  their  old  channel,  by  returning  to 
sojourn  with  those  friends  who  were  as- 
sociated with  the  circumstances  of  the  past ; 
but  so  it  is,  both  with  our  painful  and  our 
pleasurable  recollections — frequently,  when  we 
least  expect  it  ourselves,  some  object  or  some 
trivial  occurrence  will  strike  upon  a  key  of  the 
memory,  whose  vibration  will  find  a  thousand 
echoes,  and  startle  us  into  vivid  remem- 
brances from  which  we  cannot  fly,  and  which 
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are  conjured  up  and  presented  to  us,  with  all 
the  realities  and  clearness  of  things  but  just 
gone  by. 

The  perfidy  of  Edith  AUingford  again 
disturbed  me  in  my  dreams  by  night,  and 
the  loss  of  Clifford,  my  earliest  friend, 
became  the  theme  of  my  conversation  by 
day.  I  dwelt  upon,  and  frequently  spoke 
with  Lord  Wickliffe  of  my  singular  rencontre 
with  the  horseman,  who  bore  so  striking  a 
resemblance  to  Clifford,  and  who  gave  rise 
to  a  vague  idea  in  my  mind,  that  he  must 
still  be  living,  and  that  it  must  indeed  have 
been  himself  whom  I  then  beheld  before  me. 
Lord  Wickliffe  was  inclined  to  regard  this 
circumstance  as  an  illusion,  which  my  over- 
excited imagination  had  created ;  but  when  I 
related  to  him  the  conversation  that  I  had  had 
with  the  inn-keeper  concerning  the  stranger, 
he  joined  with  me  in  regarding  his  strong 
resemblance  to  Clifford,  and  his  extraordinary 
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demeanour  towards  myself,  as  a  singularly 
enigmatical  occurrence.  During  this  ^-isit, 
my  recollections  of  my  native  land,  and  of 
the  friends  of  my  youth,  became  oppressive 
to  me ;  I  felt  a  desire  to  return  to  my  own 
country ;  so  great  was  my  restlessness,  that  I 
was  greatly  pleased  when  my  duties  again 
called  me  away  from  this  kind  family. 

On  my  return  to  the  palace,  1  learned 
that  the  queen  had  provided  liberally  for  the 
future  support  of  the  infirm  and  broken- 
hearted parents  of  Alice  Burnes.  She 
adopted  the  infant,  and  called  it  by  the  name 
of  Alice^  after  its  unfortunate  mother. 

The  child  inherited  all  the  mother's  love- 
liness, which  was  greatly  augmented  by  the 
additional  grace  which  it  received  from  careful 
cultivation  and  elegant  acquirements ;  and 
with  the  queen  herself  for  a  champion,  who 
dare  presume  to  point  the  finger  of  scorn  at  a 
creature  so  lovelv  and  so  virtuous. 
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But  where  was  he  who  should  liave  been 
the  child's  protector  ?  Where  was  he,  who,  in 
the  deliberate  cruelty  of  his  heart,  had  wrought 
so  much  misery  in  the  bosom  of  a  peaceful 
family,  and  who,  in  remorseless  carelessness, 
had  then  walked  away  and  left  his  most 
injured  victim  to  sink  into  an  untimely 
grave  ? 

Excluded  from  court,  forbidden  to  enter 
into  the  presence  of  his  royal  mistress,  where 
he  had  from  the  time  of  her  coming  to  the 
throne  been  the  gayest  of  the  gay,  and  one  of 
the  most  welcome  of  her  courtiers — where 
was  he  gone  to  hide  his  fallen  crest,  to 
conceal  his  mortified  pride  ? 

The  pre-conceived  opinion  of  the  queen 
had  proved  as  correct  as  she  could  possibly 
have  desired,  when  she  judged  that  her  sub- 
jects, prone  to  imitate  her  very  style  of  dress, 
and  all  her  lighter  and  more  insignificant 
actions,  would  follow  her  example  on  this 
occasion. 
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Tlie  nobility  and  gentry'  who  had  hitherto 
courted  the  acquaintance  of  the  noble  count, 
and  had  regarded  him  as  the  bright  star  of  their 
brightest  coteries,  now  avoided  him ;  and  the 
forlorn  one  sought  the  seclusion  of  one  of  his 
most  retired  seats,  far  distant  from  the  metro- 
polis. But  it  must  not  be  supposed,  that 
whilst  all  followed  the  example  of  the  queen, 
that  her  conduct  towards  the  count  received 
the  approbation  of  all  parties;  there  were 
whisperings  and  murmurings  amidst  most  of 
the  higher  circles  about  the  queen's  severity 
to  the  noble  delinquent.  She  would  have 
gratified  them  more  had  she  smiled  at  his 
transgression,  and  permitted  him  still  to  bask 
in  the  sunshine  of  courtly  favour,  but  they 
dared  not  openly  avow  their  sentiments,  and 
concealed  their  chagrin  beneath  an  appa- 
rently-willing and  prompt  imitation  of  the 
example  set  them  by  the  queen  and  her 
immediate  followers.     The  queen's  conduct 

VOL..  II.  U 


218  THE    MAIDEN    MONARCH; 

in  this  instance  proved  to  be  the  first  step 
towards  an  observance  of  strict  morality,  not 
only  amongst  those  who  were  permitted  to 
enjoy  her  society,  but  each  respective  ctass  of 
her  subjects  shortly  felt  the  beneficial  effects 
of  the  wisdom  and  virtue  which  she  exercised 
on  this  occasion.  Such  is  the  influence  which 
the  higher  classes  hold  over  society  at  large  ; 
and  were  the  children  of  our  nobles  taught 
from  infancy  that  virtue  and  noble  inde- 
pendence of  character  were  the  points  of 
ambition  at  which  they  were  to  aim,  the 
excellent  results  of  their  improvement  would 
be  felt  even  in  the  hovels  of  the  most  destitute 
and  the  most  ignorant ;  so  all-powerful  is  the 
effect  of  their  example,  and  so  prone  are  the 
subordinate  to  imitate  the  manners  and  habits 
of  those  who  should  be  their  superiors. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


"  When  we  stand  upon  our  native  soil, 

Unelbowed  by  such  objects  as  oppress 

Our  active  powers,  those  powers  themselves  become 

Strong  to  subvert  our  noxious  qualities  : 

They  sweep  distemper  from  the  busy  day, 

And  make  the  vessel  of  the  big  round  year 

Run  o'er,  with  gladness." 

Wordsworth. 

"  Supported  thus,  O  friends  !  'twere  cowardice 
Unworthy  of  a  royal  birth,  to  shrink 
From  the  appointed  charge." 

Coleridge. 


The  formation  of  a  new  ministr}'  now  en- 
grossed the  whole  attention  of  the  people. 
The  queen  was  more  than  ever  desirous  to 
secure  conscientious  intellectual  men  as  the 
advocates  for  the  people,  and  to  crush  that 
baneful  party-spirit  which  had  but  too  long 
existed,   exercising  its   pernicious   influence 
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over  the  kingdom ;  thwarting  all  liberal  views, 
and  impeding  the  country's  advancement 
towards  genuine  reformation. 

Having  succeeded  in  obtaining  impartial, 
unprejudiced  men,  really  chosen  by  the  nation 
at  large  for  its  representatives,  the  queen 
found  fewer  difficulties  to  encounter  in  the 
furtherance  of  her  views  than  she  had  antici- 
pated. Many  of  her  former  enemies,  who 
had  long  held  power,  and  who  had  exercised 
intolerant  dominion  over  the  country,  feeling 
now  that  their  wings  were  clipped,  withdrew 
themselves  from  public  notice,  and  like  shy 
and  ugly  birds  with  ruffled  feathers,  and  head 
and  bill  drawn  down  closely  into  their  breasts, 
retired  to  the  farthermost  corner  of  their  cage. 
They  quietly  relinquished  their  public  charac- 
ters, being  confident  that  it  was  vain  to  offer 
further  opposition,  since  nothing  but  mortifi- 
cation and  chagrin  would  now  await  them  if 
they  persevered  against  the  queen  and  the 
nation  at  large. 
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Thus  retiring,  they  left  those  only  who 
would  act  with  her  majesty  from  their  appro- 
bation of  her  measures,  and  some  few  who 
would  sacrifice  their  own  prejudices  now  that 
they  found  they  must  yield,  rather  than  be 
cast  into  shade  and  obscurity ;  and  the  queen 
soon  had  the  gratification  of  feehng  herself  at 
the  head  of  one  of  the  finest  kingdoms  in  the 
world,  beloved  by  the  people,  and  supported 
and  ad\dsed  by  wise  and  good  men,  who 
aided  her  in  the  arrangement  of  her  bene- 
volent plans  for  the  universal  good  of  her 
subjects. 

Impatient  of  the  delay  to  which  she  had 
hitherto  been  subjected,  and  imwilling  that 
more  time  should  be  lost,  as  soon  as  the  usual 
forms  were  gone  through,  on  her  resuming  her 
public  functions,  the  queen  again  called  a  coun- 
cil, when  all  the  preUminary  proceedings  for  in- 
troducing a  general  system  of  national  educa- 
tion were    discussed.     I  was  present  on  this 
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occasion,  for  I  had  become  an  almost  con- 
stant attendant  upon  the  queen  since  the 
death  of  Lord  Newton. 

Her  majesty  advocated,  that  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  schools  should  be  established 
where  the  children  of  every  denomination 
should  be  alike  received,  where  all  suitable 
instruction  should  be  given  them,  where  moral 
and  virtuous  examples  and  precepts  every  day 
and  hour  should  be  present  to  them;  where  pure 
and  genuine  religion  should  be  instilled  into 
them,  but  entirely  free  from  all  doctrinal 
points;  where  no  punishments  should  be  had 
recourse  to  but  such  as  should  be  proved  to 
have  a  corrective  effect  and  to  make  so  much 
more  impression  on  the  mind  than  the  body 
of  the  culprits,  that  each  should  be  found 
willing  to  own  the  justice  of  the  infliction. 
That  truth  and  honesty,  and  kind  and  gene- 
rous behaviour  amongst  the  children,  be  the 
qualities  for  which  they  should  be  rewarded, 
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rather  than  the  quick  progress  in  their  studies, 
which  depends  more  upon  their  natural  abili- 
ties and  the  judicious  methods  pursued  by 
the  teachers,  than  upon  any  merit  of  the  chil- 
dren themselves. 

^'  Demorahzing  emulation  in  schools/'  ob- 
served the  queen,  '^  gives  birth  to  many  evil 
thoughts  and  wishes  which  otherwise  might 
never  have  had  existence,  and  fosters  con- 
tempt, jealousy,  envy,  and  hatred  in  youth- 
ful breasts,  whose  every  thought  and  feeling 
should  be  pure  as  the  sweet  breath  of  hea- 
ven.'^ 

"  Much  positive  evil,  my  lords,  must  arise 
from  teaching  little  children  to  strive  one 
against  the  other  for  mastery,  and  encourag- 
ing them  to  keep  down  all  the  better  feelings 
of  their  nature  in  order  that  they  may  gain 
the  one-desired  end.  It  is  passing  strange  to 
me,  my  lord,*'  she  continued,  ^'  that  amidst  an 
enlightened  people,  the  fostering  of  these  bad 
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passions  can  so  long  have  had  tolerance. 
Let  it  be  ours  to  institute  so  careful  a  system, 
that  whilst  we  cultivate  the  mind  we  may 
feel  secure  that  we  are  incurring  no  risk  of 
demoralizing  the  heart.'* 

Many  observations  were  made  by  the  as- 
sembled council  for  the  arrangement  of  the 
plans  the  queen  proposed,  but  it  is  not  need- 
ful to  this  narrative  for  me  to  repeat  them, 
their  import  will  be  seen  by  the  subsequent 
results. 

After  the  queen  had  retired  and  the  coun- 
cil dispersed,  Lord  WicklifFe,  who  had  been 
chosen  one  of  her  majesty's  principal  mini- 
sters, expressed  to  me  the  most  enthusiastic 
admiration  of  his  sovereign,  observing  that 
throughout  her  long  and  excellent  speeches 
she  never  assumed  an  air  of  self-sufficiency 
or  conscious  superiority,  but  ever  preserved 
that  deep  unaifected  tone  of  devotedness  to 
the  causes  that  she  advocated,  which  evinces 
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at  once  sincerity  and  humility  of  heart,  and 
never  fails  to  impress  the  minds  of  willing 
auditors  with  warm  interest  in  the  subject 
urged  by  the  speaker. 

The  propositions  of  the  queen,  with  all 
their  regulations,  were  brought  shortly  before 
the  public.  The  zeal  of  the  legislative  bodies 
in  this  worthy  cause,  was  strikingly  displayed, 
they  were  unanimously  carried,  and  promptly 
brought  into  full  operation. 

In  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time, 
we  saw  well-built  edifices  springing  up  in  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  Some  appropriated 
to  the  children  of  those  classes  of  the  people, 
who  could  afi'ord  to  contribute  something 
towards  the  education  of  their  offspring ;  and 
others,  for  the  children  of  those,  whose  total 
inability  to  do  so,  rendered  it  incumbent 
on  the  government  to  take  upon  itself,  their 
entire  support  and  instruction. 

The  noble  and  genuine  spirit  of  christi- 
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anity,  morality,  and  gentleness,  were  carefully 
instilled  into  the  minds  of  those  who  were 
trained  to  be  the  children's  preceptors.  The 
greatest  care  was  taken  that  there  should  not 
be  in  any  of  these  establishments  one  super- 
intendant  placed  above  another,  or  one 
supernumerary  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of 
the  children.  Committees  were  formed  of 
enlightened,  philanthropic  men,  who  annually 
made  a  circuit  of  the  country;  and  who 
spiritedly  and  minutely  investigated  the 
manner  in  which  the  respective  schools  were 
conducted,  the  proportionate  comfort  and 
happiness  of  the  children,  and  satisfaction  of 
the  parents ;  their  reports  were  duly  made 
to  government,  and  whenever  an  instance 
was  related  to  the  queen  of  exemplary 
conduct  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  instructors, 
a  liberal  token  of  her  approbation  was  imme- 
diately transmitted  to  them.  The  queen 
herself  thus  became  the  mistress  and  super- 


OR,    ISLAND    QUEEN.  227 

intendant  of  the  one  large  family  which  she 
had  caused  to  be  instituted,  and  the  lively 
interest  which  she  took  in  these  national 
nurseries,  kindled  the  same  enthusiastic  and 
benevolent  spirit  in  the  breasts  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  people ;  corroborating  the 
well- authenticated  fact,  that  where  the 
sovereign  leads  the  way,  great  numbers  of 
the  subjects  invariably  follow.  The  expenses 
of  this  universal  system  of  education  did 
not  fall  so  heavily  upon  the  countr)"  as  had 
been  anticipated ;  voluntary  donations  and 
legacies  were  constantly  contributed  and 
bequeathed  expressly  for  this  purpose,  and 
all  the  labouring  classes,  as  soon  as  they 
comprehended  the  substantial  good  to  be 
derived,  gladly  added  their  mites. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  this  wisely-con- 
ceived and  judiciously- administered  system 
were  soon  clearly  demonstrated  in  the  gene- 
ral improvement  of  society.     No  longer  were 
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the  streets  of  the  metropohs,  or  of  provincial 
towns,  swarming  with  dirty  little  vagabonds 
whose  immoral  conduct  and  blasphemous 
language  were  as  bitter  reproaches  to  passers- 
by  for  the  cruel  neglect  of  helpless  infancy  in 
a  christian  land  which  boasted  of  its  high 
state  of  civilization  ;  no  longer  were  the  tri- 
bunals for  juvenile  offenders  daily  and  hourly 
thronged,  but  every  parent  could  go  to  his 
daily  labour  blessed  with  the  happy  reflection 
that  whilst  he  toiled  to  obtain  a  livehhood, 
and  whilst  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow  he  helped 
to  support  the  very  foundations  of  the  govern- 
ment under  which  he  lived,  that  government 
extended  its  protecting  arms  for  the  preserv^a- 
tion  of  his  children. 

The  strong  prejudices  which  had  at  first 
existed  against  associating  together  the  chil- 
dren of  all  sects  and  denominations  were  soon 
obliterated.  It  was  clearly  proved,  that  so 
long  as   those  who  had  the   care    of  them 
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avoided  all  interference  on  doctrinal  points, 
the  children's  minds  were  kept  free  from  such 
subjects  of  contest,  and  as  they  quitted  the 
schools  each  child  still  held  the  parent  faith. 
The  next  subject  of  moment  to  which  the 
queen  turned  her  attention,  was  that  of  the 
more    just    and   careful  distribution   of    the 
money  collected  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.   Still 
retaining    the    conviction   from   the   various 
reports  which  she  heard,  and  by  her  own  inde- 
fatigable investigations,  that  the  houses  for 
the  poor  could  be  but  pitiably  managed  and 
the  happiness  of  the  inmates  but  little  cared 
for,  whilst  vast  numbers  of  forlorn  and  mise- 
rable creatures  would  prefer  wandering  about 
the  streets  half-stars'ed  and  half- naked  rather 
than  seek  shelter  and  repose  under  their  in- 
hospitable roofs,  a  resource  which  appeared 
fo  be  regarded  by  all  as  the  climax  of  their 
miseries,  and  was  looked  upon  by  them  as  a 
mockery   of  their  wants,  and   as   the  mere 
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ghost  or  shadow  of  genuine  charity  giving  rise 
to  indignation  and  unthankfulness  in  their 
minds  instead  of  inspiring  them  with  grati- 
tude and  good-feeling  towards  their  fellow- 
creatures. 

"  Such,"  observed  the  queen,  when  con- 
versing on  the  subject  with  some  of  her 
ablest  ministers,  "  should  not  be  the  case  ; 
it  were  as  well  to  do  nothing  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  as  to  do  it  unwisely.  My  lords,  it 
is  incumbent  upon  us  to  exercise  wisdom  and 
judgment  in  the  distribution  of  money  col- 
lected for  this  purpose.  Let  us  take  into 
consideration  the  most  judicious  means  of  ad- 
ministering to  the  sufferings  of  those  who 
stand  in  need  of  our  care,  without  providing 
for  many  local  authorities  with  their  deputies 
and  their  deputies'  deputies,  thus  allowing  a 
great  part  of  our  provision  to  be  consumed 
before  it  arrives  at  its  place  of  destination." 

Her  majesty  then  clearly  and  readily  enu- 
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merated  regulations,  the  construction  of 
which  would  have  occupied  for  months  the 
legislative  bodies,  constituted  as  they  had 
hitherto  been  of  selfish  worldly-minded  men, 
and  of  those  who  had  so  little  energy  in  their 
nature,  that  they  looked  upon  the  delay  even 
of  years  as  of  little  import.  But  which  regu- 
lations were  now  as  soon  as  proposed  by  the 
queen,  taken  into  the  impartial  and  assiduous 
consideration  of  the  present  enlightened  mi- 
nistry, with  all  the  true  zealous  spirit  of 
patriotism. 

The  queen  had  foreseen  that  general  edu- 
cation of  children,  and  the  mitigation  of  the 
sufferings  of  the  poor  were  the  most  effectual 
steps  that  could  be  taken  towards  the  sup- 
pression of  crime ;  and  this  induced  her  to 
request  the  government  to  exert  all  its  powers 
for  the  completion  of  these  grand  objects, 
before  she  renewed  the  proposition  relative 
to  the  penal  laws  and  prison  regulations ;  but 
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no  sooner  did  she  witness  the  success  that 
had  so  far  attended  her,  than  with  renewed 
ardour,  with  all  the  energy  of  which  her  en- 
thusiastic character  was  capable,  she  applied 
herself  to  this  most  difficult  task — to  the  en- 
tire reformation  of  the  treatment  of  those 
unhappy  beings,  who,  born  amidst  want  and 
misery  of  every  kind,  having  been  trained  up 
in  ignorance,  made  more  familiar  with  vice 
than  with  virtue  from  earliest  childhood, 
and  exposed  to  all  the  snares  and  tempta- 
tions of  life,  fall  an  easy  prey  to  crime,  and 
are  remorselessly  subjected  to  those  punish- 
ments that  have  known  little  or  no  change 
or  improvement  for  many  centuries. 

The  queen  intimated  to  her  ministers, 
that  under  no  circumstances  whatever 
would  she  consent,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  have  her  signature  placed  to  a 
death-warrant. 

She   likewise   entreated  them   to   reflect 
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upon  the  system  of  transportation.  She 
earnestly  recommended  the  pmiishment  of 
solitary  confinement,  in  situations,  where  the 
light  of  heaven  and  every  softening  influence 
might  reach  the  sufferers,  and  the  total 
absence  of  every  thing  that  could  lead 
offenders  to  regard  their  punishment  as  a 
species  of  persecution ;  obser\'ing,  that  she 
believed,  if  the  matter  were  duly  investigated, 
it  would  be  proved,  that  the  most  obedient 
children — those  who  were  the  most  careful 
not  to  give  offence — must  be  selected  from 
the  families  of  wise  parents,  who  had  studied 
to  convince  the  understandings  of  their 
children,  that  no  punishment  was  inflicted, 
but  that  which  they  hoped  would  prove 
beneficial  to  the  offenders  themselves. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


'■  stranger,  farewell !  I  guess  not  who  you  are. 
Nor  why  you  so  addressed  your  tale  to  me. 
Your  mien  is  noble,  and  I  own,  perplexed  me. 
With  obscure  memory  of  something  past, 
Which  still  escaped  my  efforts,  or  presented 
Tricks  of  a  fancy  pampered  with  long  wishing." 

Coleridge. 


I  MUST  now  return  to  my  own  private 
history,  and  satisfy  the  reader's  legitimate 
curiosity,  before  I  conclude  my  narrative. 

I  was  one  day  summoned  from  the  queen's 
presence,  after  dining  with  her  majesty  and 
some  of  her  most  select  friends,  being 
informed  that  a  young  gentleman  from  my 
native  country  urgently  desired  to  speak 
with  me  in  private,  but  declined  sending  his 
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name.  I  intimated  this  information  to  the 
queen,  and  begged  permission  to  absent 
myself  for  a  short  time.  She  smiled 
graciously,  granted  my  request,  and  said 
pla^-fully,  that  she  hoped  that  if  the  gentle- 
man had  brought  tidings  from  my  lung- 
forsaken  country  and  friends,  I  would  not 
fail  to  communicate  the  pleasing  intelligence 
to  her. 

A  young  man,  a  stranger,  and  alone,  to 
seek  me  under  my  own  name — upon  urgent 
business  —  was  a  circumstance  so  inexplicable, 
that  as  I  hastened  from  one  corridor  to 
another,  towards  my  own  suite  of  apartments, 
a  thousand  various  conjectures  passed  before 
my  imagination. 

On  entering  my  study,  into  which  my 
visitor  had  been  ushered,  a  youth  of  noble 
mien  and  fascinating  expression  of  counte- 
nance, arose  from  the  couch  on  which  he 
had    been    seated,    advanced    towards    me. 


236  THE    MAIDEN    MONARCH; 

apologised  for  intruding  upon  me  whilst 
engaged  with  the  queen,  and  then  inquired  if 
he  were  correct,  "  Whether  I  was  the  Lord 
Ravensbourne,  owner  of  the  Ravensbourne 
estates,  in  the  west  of  England  ? "  I  hesitated 
to  reply,  and  surveyed  the  youth  who  ad- 
dressed me  with  eager  and  anxious  curiosity  ; 
there  was  a  tone  of  voice,  a  manner  of  expres- 
sion, a  style  of  countenance,  that  deprived  me 
of  the  power  of  speech,  and  almost  convinced 
me,  that  he  was  no  stranger  who  now  stood 
before  me ;  notwithstanding  that  his  age, 
and  his  having  only  just  arrived  from 
England,  according  to  his  own  statement, 
were  sufficient  evidence,  that  I  could  never 
have  seen  him  before.  But  at  length, 
observing  that  the  youth  was  confused  at  my 
rude,  inquisitive  gaze,  I  started  suddenly 
from  the  train  of  melancholy  reflections 
which  he  had  roused  within  my  breast, 
answered  in  the  affirmative  to  the  question 
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that  had  been  put  to  me^  and  in  the  same 
breath  requested  to  know  the  name  of  him 
whom  I  was  addressing,  and  the  purport  of 
his  visit? 

The  stranger  repHed,  "  That  his  own 
name  was  immaterial,  that  he  came  but  to 
fulfil  the  dying  request  of  his  mother,  by 
personally  delivering  into  my  hands  a  packet 
of  papers,  which  she  had  entrusted  to  his 
care,  and  which  he  doubted  not  would 
explain  every  thing  fully." 

He  then  presented  the  papers  to  me, 
which  I  received  with  trembling  hand,  for 
the  truth  began  partially  to  break  in  upon 
me.  He  now  offered  to  take  his  leave,  when 
I,  placing  my  hand  upon  his  arm,  again 
surveyed  my  new  companion  with  a  look  of 
the  most  earnest  inquiry-,  desirous  to  read  in 
the  outlines  and  expresssion  of  his  features 
all  that  I  would  know ;  yet,  finding  my 
inability  to  do  this,  and  partly  in  apology  for 
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the  strangeness  of  my  manner,  and  from  the 
great  desire  I  felt  to  see  the  interesting 
youth  again,  after  the  perusal  of  the  packet 
which  he  had  brought  me,  I  begged  him  to 
favour  me  with  his  card  of  address.  There 
was  a  seeming  reluctance,  as  though  he  did 
not  like  to  communicate  his  own  name,  but 
my  earnestness  prevailed,  and  he  drew  a  card 
from  his  waistcoat  pocket,  and  taking  his 
leave  as  he  handed  it  to  me,  hastened  from 
my  presence. 

It  was  the  dusk  of  the  evening — the 
shadows  of  night  were  just  gathering  around. 
I  hurried  to  the  window  to  look  upon  the 
card,  that  I  might  learn  the  name  of  my 
extraordinary  visitor;  doubt  and  curiosity 
speedily  gave  place  to  emotions,  which  the 
reader  will  be  better  able  to  imagine  than  I 
to  describe,  when  my  eyes  fell  upon  the 
well-remembered  names  of  Allingford  Clif- 
ford.    Overcome   by  the  fears   and    painful 
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conclusions,  that,  against  my  will,  would 
perforce  crowd  themselves  in  strong  con- 
viction upon  my  mind,  I  stood  leaning 
against  the  window,  like  one  petrified,  with 
the  card  in  one  hand,  and  the  unopened 
packet  in  the  other,  until  the  palace  clock 
sounded  a  later  hour  in  my  ears  than  1 
would  willingly  have  heard,  and  assured  me 
of  the  length  of  time  that  I  had  absented 
myself  from  the  queen^s  presence.  I  had 
not  dared  trust  myself  to  unseal  the  packet 
until  I  had  retired  from  observation  for  the 
night,  but  now  locked  it  up  carefully  in  my 
escritoir,  and  returned  to  the  society  from 
which  I  had  been  summoned  on  the  youth's 
arrival.  The  queen  rallied  me  on  my 
entrance  for  my  inattention  to  etiquette,  on 
thus  encroaching  upon  the  leave  of  absence 
granted  by  my  sovereign ;  but  with  her 
natural  quickness  of  perception,  she  shortly 
discovered   the   perturbation    of    my   mind. 
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which  I  could  but  ill  conceal,  and  conde- 
scendingly said  in  a  low  tone,  "  We  will 
excuse  you,  my  lord,  retire  unobserved,  and 
calm  your  agitated  spirits,  if  that  which  has 
disquieted  you  will  admit  of  your  so  doing. 
You  have  the  good  wishes  of  your  sovereign 
for  the  night." 

In  few  words  I  expressed  my  thanks,  and 
quickly  availed  myself  of  the  queen's  consi- 
derate kindness,  and  retiring  with  hurried 
and  unequal  steps,  I  again  repaired  to  the 
study,  drew  the  packet  of  papers  from  the 
escritoir,  and  sought  the  seclusion  of  my 
bed-chamber  for  their  perusal.  When  I 
looked  upon  the  superscription,  I  recognised 
the  handwriting  of  her  who  once  was  Edith 
Allingford. 

I  broke  the  seal,  and  with  palsied  hand 
and  heart,  alternately  agitated  by  the  con- 
flicting passions  of  anger,  revenge,  sorrow, 
and  commiseration,  I  read  as  follows :  — 
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"  To  the  dearest  friend  of  my  youth, 

'*  \Mien  these  lines  are  perused 
by  one  who  was  long  and  tenderly  beloved, 
and  whose  memory,  notv\dthstanding  the 
false  tales  that  were  told  me,  has  ever  been 
cherished  as  a  sacred  treasure  within  the 
deepest  recesses  of  my  breast,  the  hand  that 
penned  them  will  be  mouldering  in  the  cold 
grave,  the  eyes  whose  tears  now  bedew  the 
paper  will  be  for  ever  closed,  and  the  throb- 
bing heart  will  be  at  rest. 

'*  Ravensbourne  —  dare  I  again  trust  my- 
self to  write  that  name,  and  shall  I  attempt 
to  transmit  to  you  an  account  of  the  griefs 
and  the  miseries  that  I  have  endured? — Yes, 
I  will  endeavour  to  do  so  —  I  "wdll,  at  least 
make  the  attempt,  though  I  fail  in  it,  for  I 
find  that  I  cannot  die  in  peace  and  leave  you 
to  blend  for  ever  in  your  memory  the  name 
of  Edith  ALLingford  (by  which  alone  you 
knew  me)  with  that  of  perfidy. 

VOL.    II.  Y 
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"  Alas  !  how  cruelly  have  I  been  imposed 
upon,  and  you  not  less  so  ;  but  when  1  name 
the  imposter,  curse  him  not,  let  not  the 
slightest  imprecation  fall  upon  his  devoted 
head ;  he  has  been,  he  is  my  husband,  and  is 
now  subjected  to  the  most  humiliating  con- 
sequences of  his  treachery,  the  most  bitter 
atonement  for  the  suffering  which  he  has 
inflicted  upon  others. 

"  You  have  long  sought,  and  sought  in 
vain,  for  your  former  friend,  Cliff'ord.  Seek 
for  him  now  in  one  of  the  lunatic  asylums  in 
your  native  country,  there  you  shall  find  him, 
and  there,  too,  shall  you  behold  what  poig- 
nant remorse  has  made  of  your  once  favour- 
ite companion — how  it  has  transformed  the 
gay,  the  attractive  associate  of  your  youth, 
into  a  wretched,  an  inhuman  maniac,  a  crea- 
ture fearful  and  disgusting  to  look  upon. 
Whilst  I  write,  I  shudder  at  the  remembrance 
of  him   as  I   last  saw  him,  foaming  at  the 
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mouth — his  eyes  glaring  from  their  sockets 
— the  muscles  of  his  face  distorted — grinding 
his  teeth — clenching  his  hands  firmly,  and 
standing  in  an  attitude  for  combat — imagin- 
ing that  he  had  you  for  an  antagonist  and  fre- 
quently muttering  your  name.  Ravensbourne, 
I  seek  not  to  plead  for  him,  yet  I  would  that 
you  should  know  how  heavy  a  penalty  he  is 
paying  for  the  sins  of  former  days — for  the 
indulgence  of  the  headstrong  passions  of  his 
youth — his  reckless  sacrifice  of  every  con- 
sideration that  offered  an  impediment  to  the 
gratification  of  his  persevering,  his  resolute, 
but  improperly  directed  spirit.  It  was  from 
his  own  lips  that  I  learned  the  detail  of  his 
villainy  which  I  now  relate  to  you. 

"He  had  been  absent  from  me  for  many 
months  ;  he  had  been  abroad  on  a  then  differ- 
ent pretence,  but  as  he  afterwards  told  me  in 
his  delirium,  to  seek  you,  in  order  to  confess 
his  crimes,  hoping  thus  to  lighten  the  load  of 
Y  2 
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misery  that  oppressed  him.     On  his  return, 

m 
he  was  attacked  by  a  severe  illness;  his  mind 

became    much    disordered,    and    he    made 

known  the  sad  tale  with  all  the  particulars  to 

me ;  he  knew  not — he  httle  thought  that  it 

was  to  me  he  addressed  his  frenzied,  yet  too 

true  confessions,  which  I  will  now  repeat  to 

you  in  his  own  words/^ 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


"  Oh  !  no,  no,  no ; 
My  injuries  came  down  on  those  who  loved  me — 
On  those  whom  I  best  loved :   I  never  quell'd 
An  enemy,  save  in  my  just  defence — 
But  my  embrace  was  fatal. 

There  is  no  future  pang 
Can  deal  that  justice  on  the  self  condemn'd 
He  deals  on  his  own  soul." 

Mavfrkd. 


**  One  night,  during  his  illness,  on  observ- 
ing that  he  was  quieter,  and  had  less  fever 
than  usual,  1  insisted  upon  every  one  retir- 
ing to  rest,  which  they  much  needed,  and 
leaving  me  to  watch  alone  ;  they  reluctantly 
yielded,  and  I  had  not  long  sat  solitary  by 
his  bedside  before  he  again  became  restless, 
awaking  apparently  from  a  disturbed  dream. 

Y  3 
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He  turned  from  side  to  side.  His  delirium 
returned  with  more  than  its  previous 
violence,  notwithstanding  he  began  to  talk 
in  calm  and  deliberate  language,  as  though 
he  were  confiding  the  secrets  of  his  bosom 
to  a  friend.  He  then  detailed  the  following 
circumstances,  and  by  every  word  which  he 
uttered,  opened  afresh  in  my  lacerated  heart, 
wounds  that  had  never  been  healed.  He  evi- 
dently thought  that  he  was  at  length  making 
his  guilty  confessions  to  you,  he  called  you  by 
your  name,  and  with  the  fore-finger  of  the 
right  hand  held  up,  and  looking  fixedly  at 
me  he  said,  in  a  deep  emphatic  voice  : — 

*' '  You  remember,  Ravensbourne,  the 
night  we  were  attacked  by  the  robbers,  I  call 
them  not  villains ;  I  have  committed  grosser 
deeds  than  they.  From  that  night  I  com- 
menced my  premeditated  career — I  combated 
my  antagonist  fiercely — he  fired,  but  missed 
his  aim,  he  then  clung  to  the  bridle  of  my 
horse,  and  assailed  me  with  a  kind  of  blud- 
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geon,  my  horse  took  fright  and  darted  for- 
ward with  the  man  still  clinging  firmly.  By 
the  streaming  lightning,  I  soon  found  that 
the  terrified  beast  had  brought  us  into  some 
bye  place,  quite  out  of  the  public  road ;  I 
now  discovered  water,  and  expected  to  be 
precipitated  headlong  into  it,  but  my  horse 
stopped  his  course  abruptly  on  the  very 
brink.  The  suddenness  of  the  shock,  caused 
my  enemy  to  loose  his  hold,  and  the  noise  of 
a  heavy  fall  into  the  water,  told  me  that  I 
was  freed  from  any  further  annoyance  from 
my  assailant.  I  now  put  spurs  to  my  horse  ; 
he  started  oflf  in  a  full  gallop,  I  knew  not  in 
what  direction,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
guide  him,  I  allowed  him  to  take  his  own 
course,  and  the  dawn  of  morning  found  me, 
to  my  great  satisfaction,  on  the  high  road  for 
the  metropoUs. 

" '  It  was  now,  as  I  rode  leisurely  on,  that 
T  planned  my  operations  for  the  future.     I 
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espied  a  stupid-looking  lad  by  the  road  side, 
gave  my  horse  in  charge  to  him,  and  bid- 
ding him  there  await  my  return,  I  mounted 
the  next  stage-coach  which  shortly  overtook 
me.  I  had  thus  disposed  of  my  horse,  that 
I  might  avoid  discovery ;  I  was  certain  that  if 
you  heard  of  the  circumstance  you  would  not 
suspect  me  of  acting  in  so  extraordinary 
a  manner. 

^'  '  Arrived  in  town,  I  procured  clothes 
which  so  perfectly  disguised  me,  that  I 
scarcely  knew  myself.  I  would  not  venture 
near  the  hotel  which  we  had  occupied,  but 
concealed  myself  in  a  most  obscure  retreat. 
I  soon  learned  that  the  ruffian  who  had  at- 
tacked me  could  not  be  discovered,  and  that 
my  death  was  concluded  upon.  This  was 
precisely  what  I  had  desired.  I  judged  cor- 
rectly, under  such  circumstances,  of  the 
course  of  conduct  you  would  adopt  to  eluci- 
date the  mystery  of  my  fate ;  felt  secure  in  the 
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success  of  my  schemes,  and  continued  in  my 
hiding  place,  until  an  hour  or  two  previous 
to  the  vessel  setting  sail  by  which  it  had 
been  agreed  that  we  should  depart  in  com- 
pany. I  then  went  on  board  without  even  a 
change  of  linen,  and  hurried  down  into  the 
cabin  to  conceal  myself  till  we  were  fairly 
under  sail,  and  aU  fear  of  discovery  was  at  an 
end. 

" '  A  rapid  passage  brought  me  to  the  port 

of ,  where  I  found  another  vessel  just 

weighing  anchor  and  ready  to  convey  me  to 
the  shores  of  England. 

"  *  Thus  favoured  by  circumstances,  and 
exhilirated  with  the  hope  of  accomphshing 
my  long-formed  determination,  I  arrived  at 
Plymouth.  My  first  care  was  to  secure  a  man 
by  liberal  pay  to  intercept  any  letters  that 
that  you  might  send  to  England.  I  suc- 
ceeded, procured  the  fellow  a  suit  of  livery — 
hired  a  horse  for  him,   and  sent  him  down 
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instantly  to  the  captain  to  ask  if  he  had  any 
letters  for  AUingford  House.  The  bait  took — 
the  captain  hesitated  not  to  deliver  the  let- 
ters, and  they  were  immediately  brought  to 
me.  I  now  purchased  an  entire  change  of 
dress  for  myself,  took  a  post-chaise  and  pro- 
ceeded to  AUingford  House.  I  entered,  as- 
sumed an  air  of  melancholy,  and  requested 
to  speak  with  Sir  Henry  in  private.  Scarcely 
had  he  given  me  his  hand,  and  greeted  me 
with  his  warm,  his  kindly  welcome,  than  he 
enquired  anxiously  for  you. 

"  ^  I  shook  my  head  and  remained  silent, 
the  better  to  complete  my  purpose  of 
deceiving  him,  and  to  induce  the  more  ready 
belief  that  I  reluctantly  communicated 
tidings,  the  recital  of  which  I  knew  would 
give  him  pain. 

"'  He  of  course  urged  me  to  tell  him, 
without  further  delay,  what  had  befallen 
you. 
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"  ^  I  then  related  the  circumstance  of  the 
ruffians  attacking  us,  and  told  him,  that 
there  was  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  as  to  your 
being  murdered. 

" '  Alas  !  my  poor  girl/  said  Sir  Henry, 
the  tears  rolling  down  his  furrowed  cheeks. 

'^  ^  I  affected  sorrow  for  your  loss,  but  in 
the  midst  of  my  sycophant  display,  I 
attempted  to  soothe  the  old  man,  by  seeking 
to  convince  him,  that  the  knowledge  I  had 
had  of  your  inconstancy  and  perfidy  towards 
Edith,  had  rendered  you  less  worthy  of  his 
regret. 

"  *  Nay,  have  patience — hear  me  out — 
learn  the  sum  total  of  my  villainy — I  con- 
structed a  plausible  tale,  for  the  foundation 
of  which,  I  seized  upon  the  admiration  you 

had  expressed  for  the  young  queen  of . 

I  transformed  and  exaggerated  your  account 
of  your  night's  adventures  in  the  palace 
gardens,  and  fabricated  much  more  to  con- 
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vince  him  of  the  romance  of  your  passion. 
Sir  Henry  at  first  looked  incredulous,  but 
construing  the  tremour  of  my  voice  (which 
was  occasioned  by  the  dread  I  began  to  feel 
lest  my  plot  should  not  succeed)  into  excess 
of  feeling,  the  doubtful  expression  of  his  face 
gave  place  to  that  of  indignation.  He  drew 
his  chair  closer  towards  me,  and  together  we 
determined  upon  what  should  be  commu- 
nicated to  Edith,  and  what  withheld.  We 
came  to  the  conclusion,  that  she  should  by 
degrees  and  insinuations,  have  the  full  detail 
of  your  faithlessness,  which  would  be  cor- 
roborated by  the  cessation  of  your  letters ; 
and  that,  after  a  time,  she  should  be  in- 
formed, that  we  had  heard  of  your  sudden 
death.  But  it  was  with  her  that  I  met  with 
the  greatest  difficulties  which  I  had  to 
encounter,  for  the  completion  of  my  dia- 
bolical scheme. 

'^  ^  Edith  was  not  so  ready  as  her  father 
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to  yield  credence  to  my  assertions,  she  would 
not  even  listen  to  them,  but  a  settled  melan- 
choly took  possession  of  her,   as  week   after 
week  passed  away  after  my  arrival,  ^-ithout 
any   letter   from   you.     But   again,   circum- 
stances favoured  me.     Sir  Henry  was  taken 
seriously  ill,  and  no  hopes  were   entertained 
of  his  recovery ;  one  of  his  sons  was  dead, 
and  the  other  two  were  abroad.     I  was  sum- 
moned to  his  bed-side.     He  talked  much  of 
the  arrangement  of  his  aflfairs,  and  then,  after 
a  deep  sigh,  expressed  his  extreme  anxiety 
at  leaving  Edith  unprotected  ;  and  in  so  sad 
a  state  of  mind,  I  availed  myself  of  the  favour- 
able opportunity,  confessed  my  ardent  affec- 
tion for  her,  and  added,  that  it  was  delicacy 
alone  that  had  withheld  me  from  speaking  to 
her. 

"  ^  Gratified  by  my  avowal,  Sir  Henry 
sent  immediately  for  his  daughter ;  told  her 
in  my  presence  that  he  had  a  dying  request 

VOL.  II.  Z 
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to  make  to  her,  and  that  he  trusted  if  she 
desired  his  happiness,  now  that  he  was  so 
near  taking  his  last  leave  of  lier,  that  she 
would  at  once  accede  to  it. 

"  *  The  agitated  girl,  without  hesitation, 
told  him  that  she  would  comply  with  any 
thing  he  wished. 

"  *  Sir  Henry  then  took  her  hand,  placed 
it  within  mine,  and  said  in  a  low  but  distinct 
voice,  that  it  was  his  most  earnest  wish  that 
she  should  accept  me  as  her  protector, 

**  '  Edith  turned  pale  as  death,  yet  offered 
no  opposition,  and  made  no  reply.  I  now 
fondly  dreamed  that  I  had  secured  that 
happiness  which  I  had  so  long  sought ;  but 
when  alone  with  Edith,  the  only  return  I 
could  obtain  for  the  ardour  of  my  passion  was 
a  coldness  —  a  passiveness  of  demeanour  that 
convinced  me  her  heart  was  still  your's.  Her 
only  reply,  when  I  told  her  that  I  would  not 
force  her  inclinations  was,  that  she  would  not 
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oppose  her  father's  wishes,  and  that  her  own 
happiness  was  of  httle  moment,  for  she  did 
not  think  she  should  hve  many  months. 

"  ^  Irritated  by  her  indifference,  I  became 
but  the  more  determined  to  complete  the 
purpose  of  my  heart.  To  Sir  Henry,  I  urged 
that  a  speedy  union  was  desirable  on  Edith's 
account ;  telling  him  that  I  was  confident  it 
was  the  only  means  of  turning  the  current  of 
her  thoughts  from  their  present  state  of 
despondency. 

"  '  He  agreed  with  me ;  and  as  his  disease 
was  gaining  ground,  and  he  became  daily 
worse  and  worse  through  his  urgent  entreaties 
to  see  us  united  before  he  died,  his  daughter 
consented ;  and  ere  another  week  had  tran- 
spired, I  claimed  the  gentle,  the  affectionate 
Edith  Allingford  as  my  bride,  and  bore  her 
triumphantly  to  the  bed-side  of  Sir  Henry  to 
receive  his  blessing. 

"  ^  Proud  of  my  success,  I  deemed  there 
z  2 
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was  little  more  to  be  done ;  that  I  had  but  to 
continue  carefully  to  intercept  your  letters, 
and  to  convey  the  intelligence  to  you  of 
Edith's  marriage. 

"  *  In  the  mean  time,  Sir  Henry's  health, 
to  the  astonishment  of  his  physicians,  began 
to  amend.  So  great  was  the  delight  of  his 
daughter  at  his  unexpected  recovery,  that  her 
spirits  too  began  to  revive,  and  again  she 
betrayed  that  she  could  take  interest  in  all 
that  was  passing  around  her.  But  where 
was  my  peace  of  mind  fled,  and  how  had  my 
visions  of  happiness  vanished  ?  I  have  not 
known  an  hour's  tranquillity  since  I  led  her 
to  the  altar.  You  have  haunted  me  like  a 
demon. 

"  *  But  I  will  proceed.  I  prevailed  upon 
Sir  Henry,  as  soon  as  he  was  sufficiently 
recovered,  to  write  that  letter  which  you 
received  on  your  landing  in  England.  I  told 
him  that  I  had  heard  that  you  still  existed. 


OR,    ISLAND    QUEEX.  25/ 

and  that  it  was  best  you  should  be  at  once 
informed  of  the  impossibihty  of  ever  renewing 
your  addresses  to  his  daughter.  I  had  so 
ingratiated  myself  into  favour  with  the  old 
man  that  he  readily  assented  to  any  thing  I 
proposed,  /indited the  letter;  he  copied  it, 
and  returned  it  to  me  to  forward  to  you. 

"  '  Time  sped  on.  I  received,  read, 
and  destroyed  all  your  letters  both  to  Sir 
Henry  and  to  Edith.  Soon  after  the  birth 
of  my  first  and  only  child,  an  event  which 
promised  me  that  return  to  my  affection  for 
Edith  which  I  had  so  long  coveted,  but  had 
hitherto  striven  in  vain  to  excite,  the  news 
arrived  that  you  would  shortly  return.  I 
could  now  rest  neither  night  nor  day  ;  I  did 
not  dare  trust  to  the  vigilance  of  my  spy  to 
look  out  for  the  vessels.  I  made  excuses 
for  my  absence  from  Allingford  House,  and 
for  several  weeks   I   watched  anxiously   for 

arrivals   from    the   port   of  .     I   had  a 
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narrow  escape  of  missing  you,  and  you  did 
escape  my  eager  eye  until  you  returned  to 
the  ship  for  your  luggage.  I  was  the  muffled 
horseman  who  put  the  letter  into  your  hand. 
I  then  sped  like  lightning  back  to  Allingford 
House,  trusting  that  if  you  ventured  to  seek 
further  explanation  than  the  letter  conveyed, 
that  I  should  be  able  to  refute  any  vindica- 
tion which  you  might  attempt  to  make.  But 
week  after  week  passed  away  without  hearing 
any  thing  more  of  you,  and  again  I  lost  all 
fear  of  intrusion  from  you,  and  concluded 
that  you  had  once  more  quitted  the  country, 
and  hoped  that  I  should  never  hear  more  of 
you,  when,  one  day.  Sir  Henry,  Edith,  and 
myself,  with  our  little  infant,  were  sitting 
around  the  fire — it  was  twilight — yet  not  so 
dusk  but  that  objects  near  the  house  might 
be  clearly  perceived  ;  Sir  Henry  and  I  were 
engaged  in  conversation,  but  Edith  arose, 
crossed  the  room  towards  the  window,  ob- 
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serving  that  she  fancied  she  saw  something 
move  behind  the  shrubs  upon  the  lawn.  In 
another  instant  a  piercing  shriek  brought  us 
to  her  side,  but  not  before  she  had  fallen 
insensible  to  the  ground,  with  her  infant  in 
her  arms.  Some  hours  elapsed  before  she  so 
far  recovered  her  senses  as  to  acquaint  us 
with  the  cause  of  her  alarm.  She  then 
persisted  in  the  conviction  (notwithstanding 
she  had  long  since  been  told  that  you  were 
dead)  that  she  had  seen  you,  and  that  you 
were  rushing  towards  her  when  she  shrieked 
and  fell. 

"  ^  It  was  impossible  to  divest  her  of  this 
idea ;  an  illness  ensued,  and  her  melancholy 
returned.  I  could  no  longer  endure  her  cold 
indifference,  and  my  own  remorse.  I  quitted 
her  and  sought  you,  intending  to  put  a  period 
to  my  existence,  after  having  confessed  my 
villainy  to  you. 

"  '  But  you  know  the  rest,  you  remember 
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pursuing  me  on  horseback.  At  the  sight  of 
you,  all  courage  forsook  me,  and  again  I 
returned  home  ;  and  now  that  you  know  the 
full  extent  of  my  villainy,  hate  me.  Ravens- 
bourne,  with  that  mortal  hatred  which  is 
never  appeased  but  by  death ;  detest  and 
scorn  me  as  I  abhor  and  contemn  myself.' 

*'  Then,  looking  yet  more  earnestly  and 
wildly  at  me,  on  seeing  me  in  an  agony  of 
grief,  he  exclaimed  — '  Nay,  nay,  it  were 
worse  than  death,  did  you  pity  me ;  I  shall 
go  mad  ;  I  cannot  endure  the  commiseration 
of  the  man  who  should  be  my  most  inve- 
terate enemy.' 

"He  ceased  to  speak,  started  upright  in 
the  bed,  and  stared  fiercely  about  the  room. 

"  The  dreadful  excitement  which  T  had 
undergone,  whilst  he  unconsciously  related 
to  me  the  fearful  tale,  and  I  tremblingly 
listened  to  the  horrible  depth  of  his  treachery, 
had  kept  up  an  unnatural  degree  of  strength, 
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but  no  sooner  had  he  concluded,  than  an 
overpowering  faintness  surprised  me.  He 
became  violent  and  unmanageable.  It  was 
with  difficulty  I  gained  the  bell  and  gave  the 
alarm,  before  the  death-like  feeling  that  I 
experienced,  deprived  me  of  the  command 
of  my  limbs,  and  of  all  consciousness,  and 
I  sunk  to  the  ground. 

"  A  violent  illness  followed ;  the  fever  of 
my  brain  ran  high  for  many  weeks  ;  and  I 
have  since  been  told,  that  during  my  deli- 
rium, I  raved  wildly  for  you,  and  that  I 
communicated  to  my  distressed  father,  the 
heads  of  the  black  confessions  of  Clifford. 

"  When  my  faculties  were  restored,  I 
learned  that  he  had  been  conveyed  to  a  pri- 
vate mad-house,  for  his  malady  had  now 
taken  a  decided  form.  There  he  remains,  a 
terrific  spectacle,  a  fearful  instance  of  the 
dreadful  horrors  of  remorse.  My  mother  has 
been  dead  some  years  ;  my  father  did  not 
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live  more  than  a  year  after  the  discovery  of 
the  guilt  of  Clifford.  But  I,  Ravensbourne, 
still  your  own  faithful  Edith  ;  I  have  sur- 
vived to  drag  out  a  miserable  existence,  and 
to  pen  the  explanation  which  is  due  to  you. 
My  son  himself  shall  bear  it  to  you  as  soon 
as  he  has  laid  this  aching  head,  this  tortured 
heart  to  rest. 

"  I  dare  not  trust  myself  to  forward  it  to 
you  before  this  heart  has  ceased  to  feel,  and 
the  busy  brain  to  think.  Visit  not,  for  my 
sake,  your  just  indignation  upon  my  guiltless 
son ;  he  has  ever  proved  a  tender  and  an 
affectionate  child  to  me.  Sometimes  the 
fond,  the  presumptuous  hope  has  kindled 
in  my  bosom^  that  you^  in  the  excellence  of 
your  heart,  notwithstanding  all  that  you  have 
suffered,  would  become  the  noble,  the  gene- 
rous friend  and  adviser  of  my  almost  friend- 
less boy. 

^^  I  feel  that  I  am  gradually  sinking  into 
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premature  decay ;  and  that  he  will  present 
himself  before  you  in  early  youth,  and  with 
character  still  unformed — but  however  great 
my  desire  that  he  should  have  you  for  a 
mentor,  when  I  can  no  longer  guide  him,  I 
will  not,  I  cannot  presume  to  ask  it  of  you. 

"  It  is  from  vour  assents  here,  that  I  have 
been  enabled  to  learn  where  you  now  reside. 
They  tell  me  you  are  yet  unmarried.  Ra- 
vensboume,  I  know  how  your  kindly  heart 
must  have  sorrowed  at  my  apparent  incon- 
stancy ;  but  the  truth  shall  shortly  now 
appear  before  you.  You  will  learn  that  I 
married  to  give  peace,  as  I  believed,  to  a 
dying  father ;  that  I  judged  it  then  of  Uttle 
import  what  became  of  me  ;  was  perfectly 
reckless ;  and  fondly  deemed  that  I  should 
not  live  many  weeks.  My  affections  have 
never  been  transferred.  Cherish  me  in  your 
memory,  as  your  ever  faithful  and  devoted, 
Edith  Allingford.     I  must   drop   that  other 
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name.  Were  I  to  permit  these  lines  to  be 
presented  to  you  whilst  I  yet  live,  the  cen- 
sorious world  might  condemn  me ;  but  the 
breath  of  a  dying  woman  is  sanctified  ;  she 
may  without  fear  tell  of  her  constancy  to  the 
betrothed  of  her  youth.  Ravensbourne  (I 
think  I  shall  die  with  that  dear  name  upon 
my  lips),  with  prayers  for  your  happiness, 
I  take  my  last,  my  solemn  farewell  of  you. 

(Signed)  ''  E.  A. 

"Sept.  19th,  17—.'^ 
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CHAPTER   XV. 


"  Yet  did  I  love  thee  to  the  last, 
As  fervently  as  thou. 
Who  didst  not  change  through  all  the  past, 

And  canst  not  alter  now. 
The  love  where  death  has  set  his  seal. 
Nor  age  can  chill,  nor  rival  steal, 
Nor  falsehood  disavow. 

Byro.v. 


Will  the  reader  desire  that  I  should  describe 
my  conflicting  emotions  after  the  perusal  of 
this  packet  —  impossible  !  His  own  heart 
will  tell  him  that  it  would  prove  a  task  I 
should  be  wholly  incapable  to  fulfil.  I  re- 
tired to  bed,  but  not  to  sleep.  I  placed  my 
Edith's  writing,  bitter  as  the  subject  was, 
under  my  pillow.  In  many  parts  it  had 
been   evidently   blotted   by   her   fast-falling 
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tears ;  and  ere  I  deposited  it  under  my  pil- 
low, the  envelope  was  steeped  in  mine. 

The  following  day  I  went  to  the  hotel, 
which  the  son  of  my  beloved  Edith  had  pen- 
cilled on  his  card  as  his  present  address. 
I  found  that  the  whole  of  the  monstrous  tale 
had  been  communicated  to  him,  by  his 
sainted  mother ;  her  dread  having  been  great 
of  his  hearing,  probably,  an  exaggerated 
account  from  the  lips  of  others.  She  chose 
rather,  painful  as  it  must  have  been  to  her, 
to  give  what  colouring  she  considered  just,  to 
the  recital  of  his  father's  crimes. 

His  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the 
packet,  was  sufficient  excuse  for  his  extreme 
delicacy  in  desiring  not  to  be  recognized 
until  I  had  perused  it.  I  embraced  him  ;  I 
shed  a  torrent  of  tears  upon  his  bosom.  He 
was  much  excited,  and  spoke  of  his  mother 
with  that  intense  feeling  which  told  how  he 
revered  her  memory. 
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On  leaving  him,  after  saying  that  I  would 
see  him  again  shortly.  I  returned  to  the 
palace,  and  shut  myself  up  in  perfect  solitude 
for  several  days.  The  queen  was  informed  that 
I  was  slightly  indisposed,  and,  excepting  her 
messengers  ^^•ith  kindTy  inquiries  after  my 
health,  I  remained  free  from  intrusion, 
pacing  the  room  during  the  day,  and  greater 
part  of  the  night,  like  a  madman.  Those 
who  have  discovered  the  perfidy  of  an  early 
friend^  even  though  they  have  suffered  far 
less  deeply  than  I  had,  will  imagine  how 
hateful  the  name  of  Clifford  had  become  to 
me. 

I  was  anxious  to  banish  all  remembrance 
of  the  father,  and  determined  that  the  son  of 
my  own  Edith  should  change  his  name,  if  I 
could  gain  any  influence  over  him.  But  I 
soon  became  conscious  that  the  seclusion  I 
was  indulging  in  would  not  tend  to  the  ful- 
filment of  this  desire;    for  whilst  I  fondly 

A  A    2 
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hoped  to  devote  these  lonely  hours  to  the 
memory  of  Edith  alone,  he,  like  some  baneful 
spirit,  was  ever  present  to  my  imagination, 
hourly  increasing  my  detestation  of  him  and 
his  base  intrigue.  I  dreaded  lest  my  feelings 
should  become  ungovernable,  and  lest  my 
hatred  should  so  far  gain  the  mastery  over  me, 
that  it  should  fall  upon  the  son  also.  These 
fears  drove  me  again  into  society.  I  sought 
Lord  WicklifFe,  and  to  him  I  communicated 
all  that  had  transpired.  With  his  wonted 
goodness,  he  used  every  exertion  to  restore 
my  mind  to  tranquillity  ;  he  had  recourse  to 
every  argument  he  could  devise,  to  induce 
me  to  look  upon  the  past  with  more  com- 
posure. He  dwelt  upon  the  pleasureable 
remembrance  of  Edith  having  been  ever 
faithful  to  me  —  made  observations  upon  the 
childhood  and  youth  of  Clifford  —  of  his 
having  been  left  to  the  indulgence  of  his 
fearfully-headstrong,  persevering  will,  and  ex- 
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patiated  upon  his  suflferings,  observing,  that 
the  weight  of  his  misery  must  be  incalculably 
greater   than   that   which    he   had   inflicted 
upon  others.     He  thence  inferred,  and  strove 
earnestly  to  persuade  me,  that  his  heart  could 
not  be  wholly  corrupt,  wholly  abandoned  to 
vice,  since  the  depth  of  his  remorse  had  been 
such   as    to    plunge    him    into   his   present 
degraded   state.      I   felt    somewhat   relieved 
now  that  I  had  unburdened  my  sorrows  to 
one    who    could    sympathize   with    me,    and 
went  with  calmer  mind  to  renew  my  visit  to 
the  son  of  my  bitterest  enemy.     I  took  him 
back  to   the  palace  with  me,  and  requested 
him  to  take  up  his  residence  in  my  apart- 
ments, during  the  remainder  of  his  stay  in 
the  country — which  offer  he  gladly  accepted, 
but    intimated    that   he   should   not   remain 
many  weeks,  having  to  arrange  some  affairs 
in  England,  which  would  shortly  require  his 
attention. 

A   A    3 
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The  queen,  on  hearing  that  I  had  been 
out,  summoned  me  to  her  presence;  she 
dismissed  her  attendants  on  my  entrance, 
and  addressing  me,  said,  "  My  lord,  I  have 
been  extremely  anxious  on  your  account,  I 
fear  your  indisposition  has  been  occasioned 
by  unpleasing  intelligence  from  your  friends. 
Deem  it  not  idle  curiosity  that  thus  induces 
me  to  intrude  upon  your  sorrows ;  I  have 
had  so  strong  a  presentiment  that  some  light 
has  at  length  been  thrown  upon  the  myste- 
rious fate  of  your  long-lost  friend,  that  I  have 
thought  the  time  tedious  till  I  could  obtain 
speech  of  you." 

1  could  not  resist  her  soft  and  sympa- 
thizing manners,  and  considered  from  the 
interest  which  she  had  always  displayed  in 
the  strange  disappearance  of  Clifford,  and  the 
condescending  kindness  she  had  so  long 
shown  to  myself,  that  a  full  explanation  was 
due  to  her ;  and  painful  as  it  was  to  me,  I 
commenced  my  task. 
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A  mixture  of  indignation,  and  the  most 
lively  compassion,  was  evinced  by  the  queen 
during  the  recital,  and  I  observed  silent  tears 
for  the  sufferings  and  sorrows  of  my  beloved 
Edith  escape  from  her  eyes,  which  she  in 
vain  strove  to  conceal.  She  wiped  them 
hastily  away,  and  exclaimed,  when  I  con- 
cluded, ''  Alas  !  poor  girl,  thine  were  heavy 
sorrows  indeed  for  one  so  gentle." 

And  looking  into  my  face,  her  own  lovely 
countenance  lighted  up  with  more  exquisite 
soul- speaking  language  than  the  tongue  hath 
power  to  express,  observed,  with  her  native 
energy,  "  I  know  your  noble  nature  and 
disposition,  my  lord.  Heedless  of  the  crimes 
and  injuries  of  the  father,  you  ivill  take  the 
child  of  Edith  Allingford  to  your  bosom. 
You  will  become  a  father  to  him,  and  you 
wiU  rejoice  in  this  opportunity  of  proving 
yourself  worthy  that  devotion  and  constancy 
which  she  preserved  for  you  through  all  her 
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severe  trials.  I  am  impatient  to  see  him,  my 
lord,"  she  continued,  without  waiting  any 
reply  from  me,  "  he  shall  ever  be  welcome  to 
my  palace  for  the  sake  of  his  cruelly- duped 
and  faithful  mother/' 

He  was  shortly  summoned  and  introduced 
to  the  queen.  A  stranger  might  have  ima- 
gined that  she  gave  him  as  w^arm  and  grati- 
fying a  reception  as  if  he  had  been  the  son  of 
her  bosom  friend  ;  but  I,  who  had  now  been 
so  long  acquainted  with  her  majesty,  saw  no 
more  in  her  demeanour  towards  him  than 
the  kindly  feeling  which  proceeded  from  the 
generous  sympathy  of  her  nature ;  the  genuine 
hospitality  of  a  sensitive  heart  that  obeyed 
the  dictates  of  nature  rather  than  the  cold 
formalities  of  custom.  She  told  him  that 
she  hoped  he  would  prolong  his  visit  to  her 
country,  and  that  she  should  frequently  see 
him. 

The  next  time  1  spoke  w'ith  her  majesty 
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she  owned  herself  much  pleased  with  the 
manly  openness  of  his  manners.  I  became 
extremely  impatient  that  he  should  change 
his  name — I  could  not  pronounce  that  of 
Clifford — I  felt  a  strong  desire  that  he  should 
bear  my  name  :  it  was  a  foolish  whim,  but  I 
fondly  cherished  the  fancy  that  his  adopting 
it  would  unite  me  more  closely  with  the 
spirit  of  my  departed  Edith,  and  I  deter- 
mined to  make  over  the  whole  of  my  landed 
property  to  him  as  an  inducement.  When  I 
mentioned  the  subject  to  him,  I  met  with  a 
ready  acquiescence  before  I  had  tendered 
half  that  I  had  to  offer,  and  henceforward  he 
bore  the  name  of  iVllingford  Ravensbourne, 
even  before  the  necessary  law  proceedings 
made  it  indisputably  his. 

I  now  banished  as  much  as  possible  all 
remembrance  of  the  father,  that  I  might 
take  the  interest  I  could  wish  in  the  son  of 
my  late  unhappy  Edith. 
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The  bland  and  pleasing  manners  of  the 
youth,  his  attentions  to  me,  and  deference  to 
my  opinions,  shortly  taught  me  to  love  him 
for  his  own  sake,  to  regard  him  with  the  af- 
fection of  a  parent,  and  to  watch  over  him 
with  as  much  anxious  solicitude.  In  person 
he  resembled  Sir  Henry,  but  in  temperament 
and  disposition  he  possessed  the  tenderness 
and  fidelity  of  his  mother.  Before  the  period 
arrived  for  him  to  take  his  departure,  T  had 
become  so  strongly  attached  to  him  that  I 
could  not  endure  the  idea  of  parting  with  him. 
Whilst  he  owned  a  prediliction  for  the  coun- 
try where  he  had  met  with  friends  congenial 
to  his  taste,  where  royalty  itself  had  conde- 
scended to  greet  him  with  kindly  welcome, 
and  he  readily  agreed  to  my  proposition  to 
return  as  soon  as  he  had  settled  his  affairs  in 
England,  and  had  made  arrangements  for  the 
future  support  of  the  wretched,  the  unworthy, 
Clifford. 
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I  felt  the  greater  confidence  in  his  not 
disappointing  me  from  the  reluctant  parting 
that  I  observed  between  him  and  the  eldest 
daughter  of  my  friend,  WicklifFe;  he  had  been 
a  frequent  visitor  there,  and  ofttimes  I 
deemed  there  were  little  kindly  attentions 
that  one  day  would  require  explanation.  He 
left  us,  and  I  received  one  letter  from  him 
during  his  stay  in  England,  but  by  the  time 
there  was  opportunity  for  receiving  a  second, 
he  arrived  himself  to  take  up  a  permanent 
residence  with  us.  Year  after  year  passed  on — 
he  became  more  and  more  endeared  to  me, 
and  in  course  of  time  I  had  the  gratification 
of  seeing  him  united  to  Agatha,  daughter  of 
mv  invaluable  friend,  Lord  WicklifFe. 
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CHAPTER   XVI. 


"  'Tis  thus  the  sphit  of  a  single  mind, 

Makes  that  of  multitudes  take  one  direction, 
As  roll  the  waters  to  the  breathing  wind." 


Byron. 


"  Hail,  virgin  queen  !  o'er  many  an  envious  bar 
Triumphant — snatched  from  many  a  treacherous  wile  ! 
All  hail.  Sage  Lady,  whom  a  grateful  isle 
Hath  blest 

:       .        .        .        .      Her  silver  car 
By  sleepless  prudence  ruled,  glides  slowly  on ; 
Unhurt  by  violence,  from  menaced  taint 
Emerging  pure,  and  seemingly  more  bright ! 
For  whereso'er  she  moves,  the  clouds  anon 
Disperse  ;  or,  under  a  divine  constraint. 
Reflect  some  portion  of  her  glorious  light !" 

Wordsworth. 


A  FEW  years  after  this  event,  the  country 
had  to  mourn  the  loss  of  the  queen-mother. 
The  unfeigned  and  universal  regret  through- 
out the  kingdom,  gave  testimony  to  the 
respect  borne  to  the  memory  of  this  excellent 
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woman.  She  had  Hved  to  an  advanced  age, 
yet  preserved  her  faculties  unimpaired  to  the 
last. 

This  sad  loss  was  severely  felt  by  her 
majesty,  notwithstanding  she  had  the  conso- 
lation of  having  at  all  times  treated  her 
beloved  and  venerated  mother  with  affection 
and  respect,  and  had  not  to  endure  the  bitter 
feelings  of  sorrow  and  remorse,  for  having 
slighted  or  treated  with  unkindness  this  dear 
and  exemplary  parent. 

When  the  tokens  of  sorrow  on  this 
mournful  occasion  had  passed  away,  time 
ghded  on  as  smoothly  as  it  had  done  before 
— bright  and  cheering  success  attended  every 
exertion  of  the  queen. 

Her  system  for   general   education,   and 

that  for  contributing   more  effectually  to  the 

comforts   of  the  poor;   for  protecting  every 

individual   from   the    dreadful   sufferings   of 

VOL.    ir.  B   B 
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cold  and  hunger,  had  now  been  in  full 
operation  for  many  years. 

The  comprehensive  view  which  she  had 
taken  from  the  first,  with  regard  to  the 
advantages  arising  from  her  system,  for 
altogether  remodelling  the  lower  orders,  had 
been  fully  realized. 

Many  even  of  her  enlightened  ministers, 
had  been  startled  at  the  outset  by  her  pro- 
position, for  providing  so  liberally  and 
indiscriminately  for  the  destitute ;  taking 
but  a  partial  view  of  her  plans,  they  feared 
that  in  this  instance,  they  would  be  productive 
of  a  greater  proportion  of  evil  than  good, 
and  that  idleness  would  be  encouraged  to  a 
great  extent,  and  the  expenses  of  the  country 
fearfully  increased  ;  it  was  therefore  agreed, 
that  her  experiment  should  be  tried  only  for 
a  given  time.  But  her  majesty  had  foreseen 
the  result  more  clearly — she  had  studied 
human   nature   deeply,  and  was   convinced. 
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that  idleness  was  not  a  primary  quality  in 
that  nature,  but  one  of  the  wretched  conse- 
quences arising  from  dissipation,  and  want 
of  early  and  proper  cultivation ;  and  firmly 
relied  upon  the  belief,  that,  if  she  could 
succeed  in  removing  these  causes,  there  was 
no  danger  to  be  anticipated  in  providing  for 
all,  indiscriminately,  the  actual  necessaries  of 
life  ;  being  certain,  that  where  idleness  did 
chance  to  be  a  predominant  quality,  no 
suffering  would  eradicate  it,  but  that  crime 
would  be  had  recourse  to,  rather  than  labour 
to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  nature. 

With  regard  to  the  expenditure,  she 
conceived,  that  if  the  vast  sums  lavished  in 
private  charities  (charities  which  had  hitherto 
been  greatly  abused)  could  be  added  to  the 
government  collection  for  the  poor,  to  form 
one  great  fund,  which  might  be  increased  by 
all  that  could  be  saved  in  other  ways  from 
the  diminution  of  crime  throughout  the  land, 
B  B   2 
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that  there  would  be  but  small  comparative 
difficulty  in  providing  a  homely  meal,  and 
coarse  but  warm  clothing  for  all  who  applied 
for  it ;  and,  according  to  her  directions, 
there  were  houses  of  hospitality,  as  they  were 
called,  instituted  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom, where  wholesome  substantial  meals 
were  prepared  every  day  in  the  year,  for  all 
persons  who  chose  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  public  bounty. 

The  greatest  care  had  been  taken  that  there 
should  be  no  supernumerary  attendants  upon 
these  stations,  and  that  they  should  have  no 
power  to  impose  upon  government,  by  in- 
fringing upon  the  rights  of  the  poor.  As 
soon  as  the  cold  season  set  in,  there  was  a 
distribution  of  clothing  at  these  houses  of 
hospitality,  where  every  one  who  applied 
might  have  sufficient  for  his  use. 

The  most  wise  and  effectual  regulations 
had  likewise  been  made,  for  providing  shelter 
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and  fuel,  without  depriving  any  of  their  free- 
dom, or  of  their  dearest  enjoyments. 

Another  step  for  radical  improvement  had 
been,  not  the  closing  of  those  houses  where 
spirituous  liquors  were  sold,  for  it  was  ration- 
ally believed  that  when  once  the  people  were 
brought  into  proper  training,  and  rescued 
from  the  intense  suffering  to  which  they  had 
been  subjected,  they  would  not  have  undue 
recourse  to  things  so  baneful  in  their  effects  ; 
but  all  shops  kept  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
goods  under  pledge  were  interdicted  —  com- 
pensation had  been  made  to  those  who  had 
obtained  their  Hvelihood  by  this  pernicious 
species  of  trade,  their  goods  sold  oif,  and 
their  shops  closed  without  delay. 

With  regard  to  the  new  prison  discipline, 
a  similar  method  to  that  practised  by  the 
queen  towards  the  prisoner,  Bertrand,  had 
been  adopted  with  some  few  alterations. 
The  places  of  confinement  were  more  secure 

B  B   3 
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in  their  construction  ;  discrimination  was 
used  with  regard  to  the  criminals  who  should 
be  permitted  to  have  employment  to  beguile 
their  time,  but  none  were  subjected  to  com- 
pulsory labour,  or  excluded  from  the  light  of 
day. 

These  plans  completed  and  carried  into 
full  operation,  the  results  to  society  were 
beneficial  beyond  all  power  of  description. 

The  streets  were  wholly  cleared  of  men- 
dicants and  youthful  reprobates.  The  chil- 
dren of  all  classes,  trained  as  they  were  with 
tenderness  and  care,  learned  to  abhor  vice, 
and  to  form  correct  judgments  of  their  own 
between  right  and  wrong.  The  poor  became, 
by  the  kind  and  considerate  treatment  which 
they  received,  a  healthy,  grateful,  and  happy 
class ;  the  ready  and  able  abettors  of  every 
regulation  proposed  by  their  superiors.  They 
were  not  raised  above  their  former  lowly 
level,  excepting  that  they  were  more  human- 
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ized ;  but  they  were  rendered  as  secure  in 
their  rights  and  privileges  as  the  nobles 
of  the  land ;  and  were  wholly  freed  from 
the  severe  and  unequal  suffering  to  which 
they  had  hitherto  been  exposed. 

As  time  advanced,  the  former  use  of  the 
gallows,  and  the  diabolical  occupation  of 
hangman  were  almost  obliterated  from  the 
memory  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country. 

The  colonies  knew  but  the  hand  of  the 
honest  labourer  to  clear  their  overgrown 
lands,  to  till  their  newly-formed  fields,  and 
to  rear  their  plantations.  No  ungovernable 
transports  ever  again  set  foot  upon  their 
shores  to  corrupt  or  to  molest  their  peaceful 
inhabitants  ;  enjoying  the  same  wise  regula- 
tions as  the  mother  country,  they  grew  into 
abundant  cultivation,  and  promised  to  future 
generations  to  become  frmtful  and  profitable 
countries,  inhabited  by  an  industrious  and 
worthy  race  of  people. 
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The  lists  of  criminals  in  the  mother  coun- 
try yearly  decreased,  and  those  offenders 
whose  misconduct  incurred  the  corrective 
punishment  now  awarded,  with  bodies  un- 
harmed but  spirits  wholly  subdued,  thank- 
fully accepted  their  liberty  when  it  was  con- 
sidered judicious  to  grant  it  them  upon 
their  solemn  promise  of  future  good  conduct ; 
and  in  but  very  few  instances  was  it  found 
necessary  to  detain  them  prisoners  for  life,  or 
that  the  same  individual  incurred  punish- 
ment the  second  time. 

The  government  found  at  the  close  of 
each  year,  that  it  had  money  in  hand.  Agree- 
ably to  the  queen's  suggestion,  it  had  been 
specified  at  the  commencement,  that  as  so 
many  private  charities  were  rendered  useless 
now  that  the  government  had  taken  the  whole 
charge  of  the  poor  under  its  own  care,  that 
she  and  her  ministers  earnestly  requested  the 
voluntary  subscriptions  to  such  private  chari- 
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ties  should  not  be  withdrawn,  but  should  be 
transferred  to  the  general  fund,  in  order  that, 
as  that  fund  increased,  so  might  the  comforts 
of  the  poor.  This  was  acceded  to,  and  su- 
perintended with  the  most  scrupulous  care, 
the  money  flowed  securely  through  a  safe 
channel  and  found  its  way  to  its  proper  de- 
stination. Independently  of  the  advantages 
arising  from  this  judicious  economy,  all 
prison  expenses  were  materially  diminished 
yearly;  whilst  the  orderly  conduct  of  the 
people  tendered  it  wholly  unnecessary  to 
keep  up  the  immense  police  establishment, 
the  liberal  and  increased  support  of  which 
had  heretofore  added  greatly  to  the  country- 's 
expenditure, 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention,  that  one 
branch  of  training,  much  overlooked  in  all 
modern  and  highly- civilized  countries,  was 
here  carefully  attended  to — physical  educa- 
tion  was    bestowed    universally;    and    one 
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result  of  this  plan,  combined  as  it  was  with 
the  careful,  moral,  and  intellectual  culture, 
was  admirable,  though  not  aimed  at,  at  its 
first  institution:  —  the  military  ceased  to  be 
a  distinct  profession;  its  pernicious  influ- 
ences were  at  an  end  ;  where  all  were  trained 
by  proper  exercise,  to  the  full  and  free  use 
of  their  bodily  powers,  and  skill  in  the  use 
of  arms,  acquired  by  a  whole  people,  a 
standing  army  was  needless  ;  men  were  con- 
tent and  proud  to  rely  on  themselves,  and 
stood  like  a  united  band  of  brothers, 


"  With  hearts  resolved,  and  hands  prepared, 
The  blessings  they  enjoy'd,  to  guard." 


A  magnificent  and  imposing  state  !  woe  to 
the  invader  who  shall  dare  to  assault  them 
from  without ;  whilst  from  within,  no  tyrant 
would  be  mad  enough  even  to  think  of  their 
subjugation.     Yet,  while  thus  ready  and  able 


ORj    ISLAND    QUEEN.  287 

to  repel  violence  and  injustice,  there  existed 
no  wish  to  domineer  over,  or  subdue  others ; 
our  islanders  were  too  humanized  to  look 
upon  the  rest  of  mankind  in  any  other  light 
than  that  of  brothers — members  of  one  uni- 
versal family — children  of  one  common  and 
benevolent  parent. 

But   I   must   not  allow  mvself  to  dwell 

longer  on  the  wonders  of ,  lest  I  should 

weary  my  readers  ; — for  myself,  I  am  never 
tired  of  thinking  and  talking  of  the  sublime 
and  extraordinary  spectacle  I  have  witnessed : 
—  a  fine,  free,  intellectual  people,  led  on  in 
the  career  of  improvement,  by  that  rarest 
of  characters,  a  ivise  and  patriotic  monarch. 

I  will  be  concise  in  my  concluding  re- 
marks upon  the  state  of  things  when  I 
quitted  the  island,  and  upon  the  characters 
which  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  in- 
troduce. 

The  happiness  and  morality  of  all  classes 
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of  people  in  this  country  became  proverbial. 
Taxation  had  from  the  time  of  the  queen's 
tendered  resignation  been  justly  levied;  the 
burden  had  been  raised  from  the  shoulders 
of  the  middle  and  lower  classes,  and  now 
fell  chiefly  upon  those  who  could  experience 
neither  a  diminution  of  comfort  or  pleasure 
from  the  change.  Thus  the  hitherto  op- 
pressed tradesman  who  had  groaned  under 
the  heavy  weight  he  had  been  so  unfairly 
compelled  to  sustain,  was  enabled  to  main- 
tain his  family  without  fear  of  becoming 
involved  in  debt,  or  that  he  must  cast  his 
children  upon  public  charity  for  support. 

Arts  and  commerce  increased  more  rapidly 
than  ever,  now  that  the  minds  and  bodies  of 
the  whole  mass  of  the  people  were  alike 
unfettered,  and,  consequently,  the  wealth  of  the 
kingdom  accumulated  greatly.  Everything 
displayed  the  most  signal  proofs  that  no 
fault  existed  in  the  form  of  government,  or  in 


OR,    ISLAND    QUEEN.  2S9 

its  administration,  but  that  former  evils  had 
originated  only  in  that  government,  never 
until  now  having  had  faithful  servants  to  fill 
its  offices  —  who  would  throw  aside  the  party- 
spirit  which  had  so  long  disgraced  their 
predecessors  —  who  would  be  content  -wdth 
the  liberal,  the  luxurious  enjoyments  which 
they  possess,  without  grinding  down  their 
fellow- creatures  into  a  state  of  starvation 
— and  who  would  cast  aside  selfish  interests, 
and  devote  all  their  energies  to  the  general 
advancement  of  their  country.  Literature 
attained  to  greater  excellence  than  has  ever 
been  recorded  in  any  other  count^}^  The  queen 
had  always  given  every  possible  encourage- 
ment to  its  cultivation — she  had  made  it  her 
peculiar  care  to  remove  those  difficulties 
which  had  hitherto  surrounded  men  of 
genius,  and  had  affi^rded  them  every  facility 
for  the  exercise  of  their  talents,  by  enforcing 
regulations   which    insured    them    the    full 

VOL.  II.  c    c 
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reward  of  their  labours ;  and  by  thus  re- 
moving pecuniary  difficulties,  and  giving 
bright  hopes  in  their  stead,  she  called  forth 
the  full  and  free  exercise  of  intellect.  She 
advocated  the  cause  of  literary  characters  as 
warmly  and  earnestly  in  her  council- 
chamber,  as  if  she  had  identified  herself  with 
them,  and  had  experienced  the  difficulties 
which  they  so  long  had  encountered.  She 
argued  upon  the  cruelty  and  impolicy  of 
affording  every  encouragement  and  remu- 
neration to  persons  who  made  mechanical, 
perhaps  accidental,  discoveries,  that  might 
prove  useful  to  society,  whilst  the  man  of 
letters,  who  exerted  all  the  powers  of  his 
mind,  and  sacrificed  his  bodily  health,  for 
the  improvement  of  the  minds  and  morals  of 
his  countrymen,  and  who  thus  conferred  the 
greatest  benefits  upon  the  nation,  was  left  to 
pine  in  obscurity,  whilst  others  reaped  the 
fruits   of  his   labours.      She   persevered   in 
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their  behalf,  until  literary  men  were  highly 
honoured  in  every  class  of  society.  No 
longer  was  the  name  of  author  synonymous 
with  that  of  penury,  but,  freed  from  all 
oppression  from  the  mercenary,  and  re- 
ceiving the  just  and  rich  rewards  of  his 
invaluable  exertions,  he  enjoyed  them  during 
his  own  life,  and  his  works  were  transmitted 
as  securely  and  inviolably,  as  landed  property 
would  have  been,  to  his  descendants. 

The  countenance  which  the  queen  gave  to 
all  productions  worthy  of  notice,  tended 
greatly  to  the  suppression  of  the  trifling  and 
pernicious  writing  that  had  been  indulged  in. 
To  obtain  her  approbation,  was  regarded  as 
the  highest  honour ; — but  I  must  not  enlarge 
upon  this  subject  now  that  I  am  drawing  near 
the  conclusion  of  my  imperfect  history ;  im- 
perfect I  call  it,  because  I  find  that  I  have 
been  incapable  of  portraying  the  superior 
excellence  of  the  principal  heroine. 
c  c  2 
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The  refinement  of  the  highly-intellectual 

court  of  the  queen  of ,  became  the  theme 

of  conversation  in  all  those  parts  of  the  world 
where  tidings  of  this  country  were  promul- 
gated. It  had  no  cause  to  fear  the  scrutiny 
of  man  into  its  most  minute  customs,  and 
was  visited  by  the  great  men,  by  the  most  dis- 
tinguished characters,  from  foreign  countries, 
and  indeed  became  the  grand  emporium  of 
all  that  is  excellent  and  beautiful  in  human 
nature.  I  do  not  mean  by  great  men,  the 
worldly  great,  but  the  great  in  mind,  great 
in  philosophy,  and  in  the  society  of  such  as 
these  it  has  been  my  happiness  to  pass  all 
the  latter  years  of  my  life,  and  to  attain  my 
present  advanced  age.  Integrity  and  noble 
independence  of  character  were  the  attributes 
necessary  for  the  lofty  stranger  to  bring  with 
him  to  insure  him  the  notice  of  the  queen. 

The  orphan  son  of  the  heir- apparent  (who 
had  so  nearly  possessed  himself  of  the  crown 
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at  the  time  of  the  queen's  proposed  abdica- 
tion) had  been  taken  at  an  early  age  under 
her  majesty^s  immediate  care ;  and  having 
been  brought  up  with  the  most  watchful 
anxiety,  and  his  character  moulded  by  her- 
self, he  gave  every  promise  of  future  excel- 
lence :  —  and  the  prospect  of  the  islanders  are 
bright  even  in  the  event  of  the  loss  of  their 
unequalled  queen,  as  her  successor  may  be 
expected  to  follow  in  her  steps.  But  should 
this  prove  otherwdse,  their  freedom  and  pro- 
sperity are  too  firmly  fixed; — so  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  ambitious  individual,  that  no 
attempt  at  oppression  or  despotism  could 
succeed. 

The  beautiful  and  virtuous  Alice  Burnes, 
whom  my  readers  will  remember,  the  queen 
had  taken  an  innocent,  but  despised  babe 
under  her  protection,  was  the  admiration  of 
every  visitor,  and  greatly  beloved  by  her  au- 
gust mistress.     The  queen  had  never  sought 

c  c  3 
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to  conceal  the  lowly  origin  (on  the  mother's 
side)  of  her  favourite,  or  the  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstances of  her  birth  ;  she  neither  strove 
to  veil  them  in  mystery,  or  to  avoid  explana- 
tion, thus  evincing  to  the  busy  inquirer  how 
little  she  heeded  the  opinions  or  the  con- 
tempt of  those  narrow-minded  people  who 
thought  it  right  to  visit  the  sins  of  the 
parents  upon  the  guiltless  child. 

By  this  open,  independent  conduct  of  the 
queen,  the  tongues  of  slanderers  were  wholly 
disarmed.  What  availed  it  to  be  the  de- 
tailers  of  that  scandal,  the  truth  of  which  the 
sufferers  themselves  sought  not  to  conceal ! 
their  weapons  of  persecution  fell  useless  from 
their  hands  ;  they  knew  not  how  to  wage  war 
with  one  so  ingenuous,  and  they  felt  it  was 
vain  to  throw  envenomed  darts  with  the 
certainty  that  they  must  lose  their  aim. 

The  humble,  yet  superior-minded  girl 
scorned   not    to    visit   her    peasant   grand- 
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parents,  for  whom  she  evinced  great  affec- 
tion, and  blushed  not  to  point  out  their 
lowly  residence  to  any  of  her  gay  com- 
panions. Before  they  died,  she  was  betrothed 
to  the  eldest  son  of  a  family  who  ranked  high 
in  the  favour  of  the  queen,  and  who  had 
learned  from  his  sovereign  to  estimate  per- 
sons and  things  according  to  their  intrinsic 
merit,  and  not  by  the  value  which  a  heartless 
world  would  set  upon  them. 

The  prisoner,  Bertrand  (of  whom  my 
readers  will  wish  to  hear  again  before  I  close 
my  narrative),  when  he  regained  his  liberty 
was  so  far  changed  in  person  and  deport- 
ment, that  no  one  who  had  formerly  known 
him,  now  recognized  him.  The  queen  kept 
an  anxious  eye  upon  his  conduct  for  some 
time  after  his  liberation.  He  sought  for 
employment  with  unwearied  perseverance, 
but  met  with  repeated  disappointments ;  he 
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was  at  length  taken  into  the  service  of  Lord 
WickUffe.  He  went  first  in  the  capacity  of 
under  gardener,  and  afterwards  succeeded  to 
that  of  head  gardener.  Fifteen  years  trial 
of  his  integrity  passed  away  under  the  same 
master  ;  and  he  died  respected  and  regretted 
by  his  fellow- servants. 

Robert,  the  murderer's  son,  remains  in 
my  service,  and  is  still  the  same  faithful 
affectionate  creature. 

The  drunkard,  and  gay  deceiver,  are  now 

rarelv  met  with  in  the  island  of ;  their 

presence,  as  in  the  case  of  Count  Albert,  not 
being  tolerated  in  good  society,  caused  a 
sudden  suppression  of  these  vices  amongst 
the  higher  circles ;  and  whilst  the  man  of 
opulence,  or  of  high  station  in  the  w^orld, 
would  have  blushed  to  own  a  misdemeanour 
of  the  kind,  and  was  likewise  content  to 
leave    his   table,   like    a    rational    creature. 
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the    middle    and    lower    orders    of    society 
followed  his  example  in  proud  integrity  of 

conduct. 

Even  the  brute  creation  were  benefitted 
by  the  enUghtened,  the  gentle,  the  subdued 
tone  of  society,  for  as  in  our  own  country 
we  invariably  see  that  a  well-directed  mind 
will  be  pained  and  evince  indignation  at  see- 
ing a  dumb  animal  tortured,  or  in  any  way 
made  to   suffer  needlessly,  so  in  the  isle  of 

,  the  mind  of  every  child  having  been  well 

trained,  and  a  proper  bias  given  to  it,  this 
species  of  cruelty  became  wholly  abolished, 
whilst  all  brutal  sports  necessarily  lost  the 
charms  with  which  a  vitiated  taste  had 
hitherto  surrounded  them.  As  the  intel- 
lect of  the  whole  community  became  more 
and  more  comprehensive,  so  rehgion,  freed 
from  the  cavilling  sectarian  spirit  which  had 
so  long  veiled  more  than  half  its  beauties, 
now  displayed  itself  in   its  native   loveUness 
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and  truth — pure,  undisguised,  full  of  beauti- 
ful simplicity,  and  with  its  own  liberal  and 
expansive  and  benevolent  spirit,  convincing 
the  minds  of  all  men,  that  the  worship  which 
the  heart  spontaneously  offers,  is  the  only 
true  worship  ;  and,  therefore,  that  every  man 
must  worship  in  his  own  way,  and  as  his 
own  heart  shall  dictate.  The  impiety  of  ridi- 
culing, or  condemning  the  observances  of 
others  was  strongly  inculcated. 

No  longer  disguised  by  the  mask  of 
sanctified  hypocrisy,  and  consequently  the 
jest  of  the  unbeliever,  religion  became  what 
it  was  originally  intended,  the  brightest  hope 
of  all  men  and  their  chief  consolation  under 
affliction. 

And,  when  I  quitted  the  island  a  few 
months  back,  on  a  visit  to  my  native  country 
expressly  to  settle  my  remaining  property  on 
the  family  of  AUingford  Ravensbourne  who 
accompanied  me,  I  left  the  queen  of , 
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though  in  the  decline  of  life,  in  the  meridian 
of  her  glory  —  the  idol  of  her  subjects  —  the 
wonder  of  other^nations — and  daily  receiving 
the  exquisite  rewards  of  her  indomitable  and 
wisely- directed  perseverance. 


THE    END. 


LONDON  : 
Printed  by  J.  Truscott,  Blackfriars  Road. 
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Just  Published,  in  Demi/  Svo.,  Price  2s.  6d. 
TifR.  J.  HEMMING    WEBB'S    ESSAY    ON    THE 

■^  -^  INFLUENCE  OF  POETRY  ON  THE  MIND;    which  obtained 
a  Prize,  by  the  adjudication  of  Sir  Edward  Lytton  Bulwer,  Bart.,  M.  P. 

"  This  essay  is  of  high  merit,  and  worthy  of  the  fine  subject  of  it — 
full  of  just  thoughts,  of  felicitous  conceptions,  and  of -elegant  expressions. 
A  valuable  production,  which  is  calculated  to  please  as  well  as  to  instruct 
and  enlarge  the  mind.  The  analysis  is  ably  conducted— of  the  principles 
of  association  in  the  history  of  human  feelings  and  ideas,  an  exhaustless 
fund  of  beauty  and  sentiment  —  of  resistless  appeals  to  emotion  and 
passion — a  mighty  wand  in  the  hands  of  the  magician  —  and  which  must 
ever  largely  engage  the  speculation  and  wonder  of  him  who  examines 
the  poet's  resources  and  enchantments,  in  the  delightful  essay  before 
us." — Monthly  Review. 

"  The  admirers  of  pure  metaphysical  essay  will  be  exceedingly  pleased 
with  this  pamphlet ;  and  those  who  consider  a  highly-polished  stjie  as 
the  first  requisite  of  an  author,  will  scarcely  find  in  the  present  day 
more  elegant  sentences  than  in  this  prize  essay,  which  has  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  please  the  taste  of  Sir  Edward  Lytton  Bulwer.  There  is 
great  truth  in  the  excellent  remarks  with  which  it  abounds." — Court  and 
Lady's  Magazine. 

"  The  author  appears  fully  to  appreciate  the  value  of  his  subject,  and 
has  expressed  himself  in  language  which,  though  occasionally  elaborate, 
conveys  a  very  clear  and  critical  view  of  the  power  and  influence  of 
poetry  in  softening  and  humanising  the  mind,  and  attuning  it  to  the 
highest  purposes." — Morning  Herald. 

"  Mr.  Webb  has  read  much  and  thought  deeply,  and  the  result  of  his 
research  and  his  reflection  he  has  brought  to  bear  upon  his  subject  with 
excellent  efiect.  Felicity  of  language  —  strong  and  bold  definition  of 
opinion — and  a  logical  arrangement  of  argument,  are  the  characteristics 
of  his  essay." — St.  James's  Chronicle. 

"The  author  appears  to  us  to  have  handled  the  subject  in  an  able 
manner,  and  evinces,  in  many  parts,  a  comprehensive  imagination  and 
felicitous  powers  of  reasoning." — Weekly  True  Sun. 

"  To  discuss  the  merits  of  tbiS  essay,  literarv  and  metaphysical,  would 
be  to  enter  upon  an  enquiry  as  extensive  as  tliat  which  the  essay  itself 
embraces.  The  task  is  unnecessarj*.  *  «  •  *  Mr.  Webb  is  a  man  of 
talent." — Court  Journal. 

"  To  this  work  was  awarded  the  prize  of  the  South  wart  Literary 
Society  for  the  best  essay  on  the  subject  of  which  it  treats.  The  author, 
Mr.  J.  Hemming  Webb,  has  appropriately  dedicated  his  essay  to  Sir 
Edward  Lytton  Bulwer,  Bart.,  5l.P..  who  was  the  adjudicator  on  the 
occasion,  and  who  displayed  great  judgment  in  fixing  upon  a  work 
written  with  so  much  argumentation,  ability,  and  clearness,  and  in  so 
excellent  a  style." — Conservative  Journal. 

"  Prize  essays  of  all  kinds  are  our  greatest  aversion,  they  generally 
being  compounds  of  ignorant  pretensions  and  inflated  vanity:  addressed 
to  the  whims,  the  passions,  and  the  prejudices  of  some  clique,  literary, 
political,  or  religious,  but  of  comparatively  little  interest  to  the  worid 
beside.  Mr.  Webb's  essay  appears,  we  must  say,  an  exception  to  this 
rule,  and  contains  many  passages  of  great  power  and  beauty.  *  *  *  * 
The  essay  proves  him  to  possess  an  intimate  knowledge  of  his  subject, 


and  a  capability  of  conveying  that  knowledge  in  appropriate  and  eloquent 
language." — Old  England. 

"  We  have  read  with  great  pleasure  this  essay,  by  J.  Hemming  Webb, 
Esq.,  to  whom  Sir  Edward  Lytton  Bulwer,  Baronet,  adjudicated  the 
prize.  The  subject  does  not  come  within  the  grasp  of  every  writer. 
Taste,  genius,  sensitiveness,  and  'ardour  for  the  muse,'  are  essentially 
required.  An  inquiry  into  the  influence  of  poetry,  which  leads  to  the 
study  of  the  metaphysical,  is  no  common  task.  In  the  essay  before  us, 
the  writer  makes  a  splendid  display  of  talent.  The  power  of  poetry  in 
general  description,  with  its  scenes  of  beauty  and  its  picturings  of  objects 
of  love,  is  admirably  defined.  *  *  *  *  The  essay  is  a  work  of 
considerable  merit.  It  will  be  appreciated  by  all  who  have  taste  and 
devotion  at  the  shrine  of  the  muses." — Morning  Advertiser, 

"  He  is  a  real  benefactor  of  society  who  comes  forward  to  advocate  the 
claims  of  poetry,  and,  as  Dr.  Channing  has  eloquently  expessed  it,  '  to 
endear  and  recommend  this  divine  art  to  all  who  reverence  and  would 
cultivate  and  refine  their  nature.'  And  this  object  is  well  accomplished 
by  the  work  we  are  noticing.  Though  not  professedly  a  defence  of  poetry, 
yet,  as  a  philosophic  estimate  of  its  effects  upon  the  intellect  and 
character,  it  discerns  the  true  value,  and  displays  the  deep  importance 
of  this  sublime  and  mighty  agent.  *  *  •  *  Our  author  takes  up  no 
mean  position  ;  but  asserts,  on  behalf  of  poetry,  advantages  which 
can  only  be  demonstrated  by  a  careful  examination  and  close  analysis  of 
the  powers  and  propensities  of  the  mind.  In  the  pursuit  of  this 
investigation  he  has  manifested  an  acuteness  of  reasoning,  and  a  felicity 
of  expression,  which  go  far  to  remove  that  soporific  quality,  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  many,  is  the  distinguishing  attribute  of  metaphysics. 
We  would  recommend  this  essay,  from  the  perusal  of  which  few  will 
rise  unrefreshed  in  mind,  or  unrefined  in  feeling." — Hertford  Reformer. 

"  A  valuable  and  business-like  treatise,  on  an  attractive  subject, 
logical  in  its  arrangement,  though  rather  diflfusive  in  its  style.  It 
contains  some  passages  of  great  merit,  and  with  the  truth  of  many  of 
them  we  have  been  particularly  struck.  The  work  displays  considerable 
critical  acumen,  accompanied  by  general  justness  of  remark." — Bristol 
Mercury. 

"The  author  of  this  essay  has  expressed  himself  in  a  graceful  style, 
and  with  that  true  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  which 
has  gained  him  the  prize  off'ered  by  the  Southwark  Literary  Society. 
Mr.  Webb  argues  for  the  beneficial  effect  of  poetry  on  the  mind  by 
arguments  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  mind  itself.  His  remarks  on 
the  faculty  of  imagination  are  peculiarly  good,  and  as  true  as  they  are 
striking.  If  poetry  could  be  restored  to  our  lives  by  an  essay,  we  would 
willingly  trust  to  the  love  and  earnestness  which  Mr.  Webb  evinces  for 
effecting  the  desirable  change.  This  is  impossible — but  his  pleasant 
style,  embellished,  but  not  overlaid,  with  a  poetical  diction  that  agrees 
well  with  his  subject,  will  recommend  itself  to  many  readers,  and  if  it 
induces  them  to  turn  to  the  golden  urns  of  poetry,  and  draw  hence  a 
light  and  radiance  for  their  own  hearts,  his  will  be  no  mean  achievement, 
and  no  slight  reward.  Fully  believing  that  such  will  be  the  eflTect  of  a 
right  reception  of  the  views  and  opinions  in  the  essay  before  us,  we 
cordially  recommend  it,  and  more  especially  to  the  young." — Devenport 
Independent. 

"This  essay  is  marked  by  careful  and  extended  reading  —  fluency  of 
language — fervor  of  sentiment — and  an  impassionedenergy  of  expression. 
Kindliness  of  feeling,  and  sincerity,  and  amiability  of  heart  and  mind, 
pervade  the  whole.  We  hope  and  trust  that  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended this  effort  of  the  author's  pen,  will  induce  him  again  to  employ 
it  upon  the  same  or  another  subject  equally  congenial  to  his  taste  and 
talent." — Leicester  Journal. 
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